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ABSTRACT 


BIBLICAL FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP FOR 
BAILEY ADVOCACY GROUP (BAG): 
COVENANT PROSPERITY 


by 


Eisa D. Bailey 

United Theological Seminary, 2015 


Mentor 

J. Elvin Sadler, D. Min. 


This project addressed the lack of a biblical approach to finances in the lives of the Bailey 
Advocacy Group (BAG). This lack of understanding has left the members resorting to 
borrowing money from family members and friends, high interest institutions, payday 
loan companies leaving bill unpaid. These individuals are struggling financially. The 
course of action was a six-week curriculum which consisted of six one-hour sessions. The 
goal of the project was to provide a greater awareness of the principles and applications 
of biblical financial stewardship with the hope of improving the Group’s financial 
outlook and position. 
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INTRODUCTION 


A lack of biblical financial stewardship is the crux of the Bailey Advocacy 
Group’s (BAG) financial problems in today’s age. Many African American Christians 
and churches are struggling to have their needs met despite a familiar African American 
quote that says, “Blacks have a church on almost every comer.” These needs do not begin 
to address the wide range of unmet needs within the African American community. 

Where did this start or has it always been this way? 

The theological foundation that identifies closely with financial stewardship is the 
doctrine of stewardship since financial stewardship is a component of the doctrine of 
stewardship. Financial stewardship viewed from other fields of study leaves out the godly 
component. The closest field would be economics and what the secular world sometimes 
call servant leadership in finances. Numerous sources were studied in the financial realm 
for the paper. Biblical financial stewardship sets the tone for the paper to use the Bible as 
the source for establishing financial stewardship in the African American Christian life. 
Utilizing biblical financial stewardship principles can lead to a prosperous and wealthy 
life is the hypothesis for the paper. A basic definition of biblical prosperity or covenant 
wealth with assistance from Strong’s concordance is having an abundance, having more 
than enough, having an increase amount, an abundance left over to share, having good 
success without any financial lack. In addition, owing no man anything, over-flowing, 
surplus and accomplishing what God has ordained for the finances on earth. 


1 
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From a biblical outlook, stewardship began in the Garden of Eden. Beginning 
with the book of Genesis, God made a covenant with Adam and Eve to commune and 
partner with humankind on the management of the earth as identified in Genesis 1:28. 
Adam is portrayed as the pinnacle of God’s creation, made in the image and likeness of 
God, and entrusted with the stewardship of creation. ^ Covenant is a formal agreement 
between God and man, cut with blood, the blood of Jesus and mankind’s agreement. 

God provided for Adam and Eve as long as they obeyed His principles for 
provisions. One key principle was stewardship. As outlined in the biblical foundations, 
stewardship is the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s 
care.^ According to this definition, the steward was the tender of the property belonged to 
another, as if the property belonged to the steward. Since Adam was given something of 
great substance to take care of by the Supreme God, Adam and Eve were required to 
possess the highest level of stewardship. This was the first responsibility given to 
humankind from God; as far as we know from biblical history, there was no requirement 
of humankind before the Garden of Eden. 

Biblical stewardship means that God sets the standard for stewardship, not 
humankind. Managing the Garden of Eden was the catalyst that would set the standard 
for financial stewardship. Einancial stewardship originated out of the stewardship of the 
Garden of Eden, humankind’s first test. The scriptural account of Adam and Eve in the 

' Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are taken from the New American Standard 

Bible. 

^Christopher N. Sealey, Understanding the Spirituality of True Stewardship: God’s Love in Action 
(Maitland, FL: Xulon Press, 2003), 15. 
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book of Genesis proves that Adam and Eve were poor stewards of the Garden of Eden 
due to Adam’s disobedience to God. Adam and Eve ate of the fruit, which God instructed 
them not to eat thereof. As a consequence of Adams disobedience, God made another 
covenant, this time with Abraham and his seed. Humankind was given another 
opportunity through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to redeem itself from the debacle of the 
Garden of Eden. Stewardship was God’s idea. God owned everything and it was His 
desire and decision to share what he had with creation.^ This continued as long as 
humankind was connected to God. Disobedience led to the covenant being broken. The 
scriptures tell us that Eve sinned first, but it was Adam's sin that broke the covenant 
(Genesis 3:6-7). A covenant can only occur when both parties agree to fulfill their rights 
or parts of the covenant, which in today’s language is considered by some a contract. The 
Scriptures describe the death Adam suffered as a result of the covenant being broken."^ 

Chapter one introduces the ministry focus of the paper which is to address the 
need for greater awareness of biblical principles of financial stewardship in the lives of 
BAG. The lack of understanding of God’s provisions has left BAG resorting to their own 
ways of meeting their financial needs. Hence, reliance upon lending institutions with high 
interest rates, utilizing payday loans, and no retirement accounts, are characteristics 
exhibited by the group. If BAG is made aware and apply biblical financial stewardship 
principles, this will lead to greater financial wealth. The ministry focus is derived from 
the financial challenges that the researcher encountered. The goal of the project is to 

^H.D.M Spence-Jones, ed., Genesis vol. 1, (New York, NY: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1909), 
173. 

"^The Barnabas Ministry, accessed March 16, 2014, http://www.barnabasministry.com/seminary- 
ot-covenants .html. 
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provide awareness to the Bailey Advocacy Group on biblical financial stewardship and 
knowledge on its applications and principles. 

Chapter two efforts are on the state of the art in financial stewardship in the 
African American community from biblical and secular perspectives. Chapter two brings 
into focus some of the secular views on handling finances from an economic perspective 
by Black economists and others. Another theory was pursued to look at financial 
stewardship from a black liberation theology. Books on finances from different 
perspectives are introduced in chapter two and allows for contrasting views. Biblical 
financial stewardship and economic empowerment/stewardship are far from each other 
and cannot be compared. The only thing they have in common is the expectation of a 
return. 

Chapter three is where the theoretical foundation is established with the biblical, 
historical and theological foundations covered. In the biblical foundation, the life of 
Jacob sojourning with Laban is an example of a good steward according to Genesis 30. 
The text Old Testament text is taken from Genesis 30:25-43. Jacob prospered and so did 
others around him. Jacob was a good steward and tended to his master’s property as if it 
was his own. Jacob took very good care of Laban’s animals.^ Jacob was in covenant 
relationship with God through his grandfather Abraham. Jacob’s prosperity was tied to 
Abraham who was a faithful and obedient steward. Consequently, good stewardship can 
be contagious. Because Jacob was a good steward over Laban’s herds, God multiplied 
Jacob with his own flock. Jacob’s correct handling of Laban’s flock caused him to be 


^ Spence-Jones, Genesis: The Pulpit Commentary, 372. 
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blessed by God, so much so, that Laban and the people around Jacob noticed that Jacob 
was prospering at a rate that would exceed Laban. Good stewardship brings blessings. 
The reverse is poor stewardship, which brings lack and poverty. Adam and Eve were an 
example of poor stewardship; they were expelled from the Garden of Eden. 

As the researcher moves from the Old Testament to the New Testament, God’s 
nature of providing does not change. In the New Testament, giving to the needy and 
taking care of those that are without is an example of a good steward. Paul admonished 
the church to do so. The New Testament text is taken from Matthew 25:14-30 where 
individuals in the body of Christ are admonished to be good managers of their talents, 
finances in which God has provided. In biblical stewardship, it is God that provides the 
finances, not the government. Stewards rely on the Kingdom of God to provide for them. 
Christ being head of the church was and still is the provider. Jacob's grandfather was 
familiar with God as the provider. In Genesis 22 Abraham named a place Jehovah-Jireh 
because it was the place where God provided for him. The Eord will see; the Eord will 
provide; i.e., give a means of deliverance; (root = to see); the Eord will see and provide.^ 

Continuing on in chapter three, the financial journey of African American history 
is viewed from the time they entered America until the twenty first century. During the 
historical review of financial stewardship within the African American community, 
writings point to African American’s reliance on God during and after slavery until the 
initiation of the civil rights movement. Immediately after the Civil War, during the 
reconstruction period, African Americans were empowered economically by certain 

® The Exhaustive Dictionary of Bible Names (North Brunswick, NJ; Bridge-Logos, 1998). 
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programs put in place by the government. The Freedman’s bureau was one sueh 
program. The Freedman’s bureau provided economic empowerment for African 
Americans from 1865 through thel870’s, depending on the state that the freedman was 
located. Freedman was a term of endearment placed upon a Black man or woman who 
was freed from slavery.^ Another period that Blacks saw economic empowerment was 
during the Sherman Special Field Order 15. 

During the civil rights movement as outlined in the historical section of this 
thesis, African Americans began to experience progress through a different prism. Things 
changed; they received better jobs, better pay, government assistance, schools and more 
freedom breathed a sigh of relief for many African Americans and the African American 
church. From the 1950s thru the 1970s, spiritual and social change came through the 
church and the pastor; they were as one. During the civil rights movement, there began to 
be a shift away from the church to more of self-reliance, a shift away from trusting God 
as the provider to tmsting in the job, governmental aid and other assistance from non¬ 
profit entities. God moved from being the only source as a provider and one that many 
African American Christians relied on to a souree. The chureh and God began to lose its’ 
relevance for the African American Christian and African Americans as a whole. ^ Focus 
was moved from relying on God and being good stewards over what was provided, to the 
Christian making their way through the world financial system. Consequently, the impact 
has been great. 

^Dictionary.com accessed March 16, 2014, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/freedman. 

*Thabiti M. Anyabwile, The Decemberline of the African American Theology: From Biblical Faith 
to Cultural Captivity (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007), 54. 
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Some in today’s society may think that stewardship is ownership, however, after a 
proper exegesis of stewardship, we know differently. Ownership is when something 
belongs to oneself or itself; no one has any rights to the item or thing.^ Stewardship is 
different. Stewardship is the English word used to translate the New Testament word 
oikonomia}^ The Greek word is a compound of oikos, meaning house, and nomos, 
meaning law.^^ It refers to the management of a house or of household affairs. In 
classical Greek, it had a variety of connotations, but principally that of financial 
administration, the meaning retained in its direct derivatives such as economy and 
economics.Three theologians that wrote on biblical financial stewardship were studied; 
T.A Kantonen, John Wesley and Dr. Stephen Grabill. All three had different theological 
perspectives; however, the researcher chose Dr. Grabill, a reformed theologian due to his 
in depth study and inclusion of more than one scholars of different theology perspectives 
contributing to his work on stewardship. The researcher moves from chapter three to 
chapter four to cover the methodology of the work. 

Chapter four lends itself to the methodology. The problem is the lack of 
understanding of God’s provisions has left the Bailey Advocacy Group resorting to their 
own ways of meeting their financial needs and in lack. The hypothesis is, if the Bailey 

®“Own,” Merriam-Webster Dictionary, accessed September 27, 2013, http;//www.merriam- 
webster.com/dictionary/own. 

"T. A. Kantonen A Theology for Christian Stewardship (Eugene, OR; Wipf and Stock Publishers, 

1956), 2. 

“Ibid. 

“Ibid. 


“Ibid. 
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Advocacy Group is made aware and apply biblical financial stewardship principles, this 
will lead to greater financial wealth. The Doctor of Ministry project is a qualitative study 
designed to provide awareness to Bailey BAG on biblical financial stewardship and 
knowledge on its applications and principles. Biblical Financial stewardship takes its 
origin from the Bible. The participants for this study are African American Christian 
men and women who are a part of the Bailey Advocacy Group. They are located in 
different parts of the United States. 

Phenomenology is the qualitative approach that will be used to gather information 
to test against the hypothesis. The research model is set up to gather data from thirteen 
individuals who are associates of the Bailey Advocacy Group. Additional data will be 
collected from two context associates, four pastors that are a part of the thirteen 
participants and three family members by the researcher. The different groups allows for 
the triangulation of the data. The researcher will triangulate different data sources of 
information by examining evidence from the sources and using it to build a coherent 
justification for themes. 

The research model was intended to explore the behaviors that contribute to 
financial lack and financial failures associated with the Bailey Advocacy Group. The 
researcher’s desire is to provide a model to assist the Bailey Advocacy Group to financial 
prosperity. The model is based upon qualitative research aligned with the phenomenology 
process. Phenomenology uses primarily interviews with individuals, surveys and 


*^John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, 
4* ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc., 2014), 201. 
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observations as the data collection mode. The analysis will focus on looking at the data 
for significant statements, structural descriptions to determine the core meaning of the 
statements. Interaction takes place in the form of surveys, conversations, and interviews. 

The researcher used member checking to determine the accuracy of the qualitative 
findings through taking the final report or specific descriptions or themes back to the 
participants and determining whether these participants feel they are accurate as outlined 
in Creswell.^^ One key point that must be taken into consideration by the researcher is to 
clarify any bias that she may bring to the study.The researcher created periods of self¬ 
reflection to allow open and honest narrative in addition to allowing discrepant 
information. 

Chapter five contains the field research. The field research was set up as a pre¬ 
survey questionnaire, a six week training session and a post survey questionnaire. Prior to 
the pre-survey, each participant was sent a confidentiality form and an informed consent 
form to sign to be a part of the field research. The survey was sent out to each participant. 
Training aid one was “Covenant Relationship and Biblical Stewardship; God and His 
children”. Training aid two was “The Cross and Biblical Financial Stewardship”. 

Moving to training aid three, the researcher topic was, “God’s role in biblical financial 
stewardship and the Christian role, responsibility and accountability in biblical financial 
stewardship”. The fourth training session focused on why some African American 
Christians are prosperous and others are not prosperous .The fifth training aid was “What 

'%id. 

'^Ibid., 202. 
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does Biblical Financial Stewardship Victory look like according to the Bible”. The last 
training session was “Overcoming the odds through Biblical Financial Stewardship 
principles (We are on our Way)”. 

Chapter six provides reflections, summary and conclusions. Chapter six covers 
limitations of the model. The chapter also covers assumptions from the researcher 
perspective and how should the model be modified. Biblical financial stewardship is an 
enduring principle that has transcended time and will do so through eternity. Let’s move 
to chapter one, ministry focus. 



CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 

On Sunday, September 27, the researcher was born to the parents of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bravo in Miami Florida. She was named Lisa, which is Hebrew female diminutive of 
Elisabeth or Elizabeth, from Elisheba, meaning either oath of God, or God is satisfaction. 
The researcher’s middle name Dianinia, means in Latin child of God. Along with her 
birth was the birth of her twin brother Peter. She is the eldest of the twins. There are five 
siblings in the family and her and her twin brother are the second oldest in the family 
with two younger sisters and one older brother. As the researcher grew up, her 
grandparents on her father’s side, assisted as care providers while both of the parents 
worked. The family originated from Georgia and Mississippi. The researcher’s father 
graduated from Tuskegee University and served as an Officer in the United States Army 
in Puerto Rico, where her mother and father met. Her mother worked as a nurse 
assistant. The researcher attended kindergarten where her paternal grandmother taught 
school. After her father completed his military service, he became a teacher. 

Life was good. Both parents were doing well in their careers while the 
researcher’s father started his own business. During this period of time in elementary 
school, the researcher learned to be of assistance to her elderly neighbors. On Saturday 
she would work during the morning hours taking out the elderly neighbor’s trash and 


11 
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sweeping the neighbor’s floors. For the assistance that the researcher gave her elderly 
neighbor, Ms. Eve, she was paid twenty-five cents a visit. This helped to shape her work 
ethics at an early age and respect and compassion for humankind. While living next door 
to her grandparents, the researcher was introduced to church. Her grandfather was a 
deacon at a local Baptist church. She was required to attend church with her 
grandparents every Sunday. The researcher’s grandparents had a weekly bible study in 
their home every Wednesday evening. This was the researcher’s introduction to prayer 
and bible study under a Baptist denomination. The family was experiencing a great 
amount of wealth and prosperity. However, this would not last. 

The researcher’s father’s passion to be successful was seen in his endeavors at 
running and multiplying his businesses in Miami. Her mother eventually left nursing and 
supported the family businesses. They were husband and wife and also business partners. 
After the businesses were started, the researcher’s father’s life was cut short. After the 
death of the researcher’s father, her mother relied on her more. Her mother downsized 
the business to one record store and sold off the other assets. Money was tight and there 
were several years that the researcher’s mother struggled to make ends meet within the 
household. On several occasions, the paternal grandparents had to provide assistance due 
to lack of funds in the household of the researcher. 

The first Christmas after the death of the researcher’s father, financial hardships 
hit the family. All of the siblings desired certain toys. In the past this was not an issue 
with both parents working and the thriving businesses; however, this Christmas would be 
different. The researcher’s twin brother and her wanted new bikes for Christmas. Money 
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was lacking in the household, therefore, all of the siblings could not get the items they 
desired for Christmas. The researcher’s mother informed her that her brother needed the 
bike more and her mother asked if she could wait to receive a bike later in the year. 
Somehow, the researcher understood. Learning to sacrifice during the time of Christmas 
made an impact on the researcher. She would not want to be in this position again. The 
lack of finances at an early age left an impression on the researcher. Nevertheless, she 
sacrificed for the greater good of the family during this time period. Eventually, she 
received a new bike and was thankful. 

Several years after the death of the researcher’s father, her mother began 
attending church and gave her life to God. Her mother began to learn more about giving 
to God. As her mother began learning and applying the principles that she learned in 
church, her mother began to prosper. As her mother prospered, she became more of a 
giver. The researcher mother would teach the researcher to give to God. 

As the researcher became an adult, the researcher gave her life to God and began 
paying tithes. Through the church that she attended, she learned several biblical 
principles surrounding tithes and offerings. She began to prosper by applying the 
principles. 

In the year 2000, the researcher relocated to Dallas Texas. After relocating to 
Dallas, the Lord spoke to the researcher and informed her to attend Kenneth Copeland 
Ministries. This is where the researcher began to learn a lot about biblical financial 
stewardship. Through this learning, the researcher began to see her finances surge and her 
ability to bless others increased. The researcher learned more at the Kenneth Copeland 
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Ministry on how to rely on God’s system to become and live debt free and a prosperous 
life through applying biblical financial stewardship. Seeing the positive impact and 
transformation of applying biblical financial stewardship, the researcher considered this 
as a viable area for the body of Christ. Moreover, understanding the impact that lack of 
finances can have on an individual and family was the second reason that the researcher 
has chosen this area of study and ministry. In addition, the researcher has chosen the 
Bailey Advocacy Group (BAG) as the participants and a context analysis follows the 
spiritual autobiography. 

The contextual analysis for this project consists of African American males and 
females associated with predominately African American churches. All of the 
participants have a relationship with Jesus the Christ as their Savior. Eighty percent of the 
members of BAG attend church on a regular basis (at least twice a month). Not adapting 
and lack of awareness of biblical financial stewardship have led the participants 
struggling financially in their personal lives. Therefore, employing biblical financial 
stewardship can assist the participants in overcoming their financial struggles. 

Stewardship is not a new word. Bible scholars trace the idea of stewardship back 
to the Old Testament role of a manager who is responsible for taking care of all aspects 
of a household.' Developing their stewardship abilities among blacks has always been a 
matter of survival for black churches and their people.^ Despite blacks’ economic 
deprivation during the colonial reconstruction periods, blacks developed a culture in 

'George Barna and Harry R. Jackson, Jr., High Impact African American Churches (Ventura, CA; 
Regal Books, 2004), 149. 


2 Ibid., 151. 
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which caring for the needs of others and giving what little they had as generously as 
possible, made a dramatic difference in their lives as well as in the lives of others.^ Now 
we admire the sacrificial generosity of blacks’ centuries ago but we forgot that when you 
have little, you are less prone to become attached to what you possess."^ General 
stewardship is dependent on recognizing that being created by God makes us special. 

God never abandons those whom He loves and success in life demands surrender to 
God.5 

According to statistics, about 23% of Americans attend church regularly (two or 
three times a month or more) according to Time diaries.^, African Americans are the most 
religiously devout racial group in the nation when it comes to attending services, praying 
and believing that God exists.^ Although African Americans are the most religious group 
in the United States and many attend church on a regular basis, they are the most 
impoverished group.* The survey administered to the Bailey Advocacy Group identified 
finances as the number one challenge among Christian African Americans. Spiritual 
challenges and physical challenges followed financial challenges. 


dbid. 

ribid. 

dbid., 153. 

^USA Today. Faith and Reason: Cathy Lynn Grossman, December 12, 2010, accessed February 
15, 2013,http://www.content.usatoday.com/communities/Religion/post/2010/12/god-church-attendance- 
/l#.UR5ZrKWyA2s. 

^Michelle A Vu, African American the Most Religious Devout Group in America, accessed 
December 5, 2012, http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/2301375/posts. 

Tames H. Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation. 40* ed. (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 


2010). 
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The age range for the group is between thirty and seventy, with a mean age of 
fifty- three. Many members of BAG grew up in the south, with the majority of them 
currently residing in southern states. Two reside in the northern United States and one in 
the Midwest. Most of the participants live in a region of the United States similar to their 
early years. The entire participant group has a military affiliation. Seventy percent of the 
group was a member of the armed services. The remaining thirty percent were married to 
a member of the armed services. 

Compared with the rest of the United States population, African Americans 
engage in religious activities more frequently and express higher levels of religious 
beliefs, according to Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion and Public Life, 
highlighted in a report released for Black History Month.^ Even with religious fervor in 
the black community, many blacks in the church are broken, emotionally bound, in poor 
physical health and financially challenged, with never enough or barely enough money. 
High pregnancy rates among unwed mothers, high crime rates in the black community, 
and high dropout rates among high school students are found in the black church. 

The center's United States Religious Landscape Survey, conducted in 2007 on 
more than 35,000 people, found that 79 percent of African Americans say religion is very 
important in their lives while 56 percent of all United States adults said the same. Even 
among African Americans who are unaffiliated with a particular faith, 45 percent say 

^Michelle A. Vu, African American the Most Religious Devout Group in America, The Christian 
Post, Michelle A. Vu, (2009), accessed September 15, 2014, http://www.christianpost.com/news/african- 
americans-most-religiously-devout-group-36736/#. 


“>lbid. 
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religion is very important compared to 16 percent of the religiously unaffiliated 
population overalld^ 

Among the various racial and ethnic groups, African Americans are the most 
likely to say they belong to a formal religious group. An overwhelming 87 percent of 
African Americans identify with a religious group, according to the United States 
Religious Landscape Survey by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion and 
Public Life.^^ Nearly six out of ten African Americans (59 percent) say they belong to a 
historically black Protestant church, according to the study; the next most popular 
affiliation is Evangelical Protestant churches (15 percent). A new study shows that 
blacks remain the most religious ethnic group in America. And over the last 15 years, 
African Americans have grown even more religious and orthodox in their Christian 
beliefs, according to The Barna Group. 

Each participant is affiliated with a church in the black community. All are four- 
year college graduates except for one who has an associate degree. In spite of all of the 
education and religious affiliation, many challenges that plague the non-religious black 
community, are the same financial challenges that plague the religious black community, 
bindings from surveys that included 1,272 African American respondents reveal that 
blacks today are more likely than they were in the early 1990s to believe that the 


“Ibid. 

“Ibid. 


“Ibid. 


“Ibid. 
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principles taught in the Bible are totally accurate, to say that their religious faith is very 
important in their lives, to have a biblically orthodox understanding of the nature of God, 
and to be born again. 

African Americans were the most likely ethnic group to consider themselves 
Christian with 92 percent saying so.^^ Nationally, 85 percent of Americans in general 
consider themselves Christian. Blacks were also the most likely to be born again 
Christians (59 percent vs. 46 percent nationally).'^ 

According to the last census data there are only 38 million total black people in 
the United States or 12% of the entire population.'^ Herein is the rub: though blacks are 
only 12% of the population, black households make up 1/3 of all food stamp 
participants.'^ However, among the 46 million people who are living in poverty, 11 
million or 27.4% are black.^" Of the 11 million blacks that live below the poverty line, 
51% live twice below the poverty line or earn less than $10,000 in annual income. 
Therefore, poor blacks are disproportionately the poorest of the poor.^' 


'^Ibid. 


'%id. 

Brandale Randolph, African American the Most Religious Devout Group in America, accessed 
December 5, 2012, http;//www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/2301375/posts. 

^^Putting Blacks and Welfare into a Proper Context, accessed December 5, 2012, 
http;//www.blackeconomicdevelopment.com/putting-blacks-and-welfare-into-a-proper-context. 

'«Ibid. 


2<'Ibid. 


2‘Ibid. 
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There are thirteen participants, two context associates and three family members. 
The composition of the BAG participant group is as follows, eight are married, and five 
are divorced or single. The context associates comprise of one married and one widowed. 
The family members comprise of two single individuals and one married participant. All 
of the members have identified themselves as middle class families. The median 
household income in 2011 for the United States was $50,054^^. Some of the participants 
fell below that number. The 2011 median household income for black families was 
$32,366.^^ Nine of the participants, context associates and family members exceeded the 
median income for all races in America, which is $50,054, five are below the median 
income for Americans, $50,054 and four are below the median income for blacks in 
America. 

The overall areas where most of the participants felt were their number one 
challenge was in the financial area, lacking some needs, accompanied by lack of 
sufficient finances to accomplish their desires. The second area that the overall group 
struggled with was having a viable strong relationship with God. Many of the participants 
attend church on a regular basis and all confess to believe in Jesus the Christ as their 
Savior; however, their struggles in finances are a constant battle in their lives and the 
struggles to get closer to God are also areas that require attention. Going to church on a 
regular basis only simply is not enough to improve the participants’ spiritual life. 


^^United States Census Bureau, Historical Income Tables: Households, accessed February 16, 
2013, http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/data/historical/household/index.html. 
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The participants responded that they are generally happy, but sometimes feel a 
little depressed and have a small amount of rage and anger due to previous challenges in 
their lives. They consider themselves stable with a sound mind. All maintain that they 
strive to grow daily, to improve their walk with Jesus, and to improve their overall lives. 

Most believe they are spiritually sound and mature in the Lord. Four are believers 
in speaking in an unknown tongue, while the remainder feels they are solid believers in 
their faith in God. All of the participants desire to become more financially prosperous 
and come out of debt. Ninety percent of the participants wanted to seek and know God 
better. All of the participants believed they could learn more in the financial arena. 

The following outlines the status of each participant in their family in relationship 
to sibling order, and family construct. The first participant is the oldest girl out of four 
children in what was originally a two-parent household, but the parents later separated 
during the participant’s teen years. The participant stayed with the mother and 
grandmother in a middle class neighborhood. 

The second participant is the youngest of seven children, male, raised in a 
household by the grandmother, with a lower financial status. The participant was raised 
with very strong Christian beliefs by the grandmother and is a pastor today. His 
household brings in more than the median income of an American family of $50,054. 

The third participant was the only daughter with four brothers and she falls in the 
middle of the siblings with two parents. Her grandmother played a crucial role and she 
was brought up in a middle class family. She is married to an elder in the Church of God 


in Christ. 



21 


The fourth participant is an only child, a female raised by both parents. Her 
parents were not educated. Her father worked for a large company for over twenty years 
and held down a second job. The matriarch of the family did not work. They adopted 
several other children into their household. The family was of the lower income status. 

The fifth participant was raised by a mother, in a lower income family. He has 
one other sibling and a brother who is younger. He is a pastor today with a family. He 
was not raised with his father in the household; however, he is a college graduate and has 
received some training on biblical financial stewardship. 

The sixth participant is the second eldest son out of seven children. His mother 
and father divorced early in life. He joined the military to escape the poverty of his 
location. He retired from the military and is divorced with two children. 

The seventh participant was the fourth of eleven children, college degreed female 
child, mother not married, and lower class family. He is currently, a pastor with the AME 
Zion church. He is also degreed and has never heard of biblical financial stewardship. 

The eighth participant is the oldest out of two children. His mother and father 
divorced early in life. He entered into the United States Air force after graduating from 
high school. He is currently a minister in a Baptist church. He grew up in a middle class 
family supported by his grandfather. 

The ninth participant is the oldest child, female with two younger brothers, grew 
up with both parents, attended college, middle class family, college graduate; third child 
out of three biological siblings, female, parents adopted five other children during the age 
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of eleven for a total of eight, parents were pastor and co-pastor of two churches, two 
older biological brothers, middle class family. 

The tenth participant came from a middle income household. She was the eldest 
of the four siblings. The father was in the United States Army and the mother worked for 
the federal government. The parents separated in her later years, teenage years. The 
family always had the support of the father’s military income coming into the household. 

The eleventh participant grew up in a household with both parents and a twin 
brother. He was a pastor of a non-denominational church located in the mid-west of the 
United States. Although he has spent many years in the military, the finances to run his 
household have not always been present. He has sometimes lacked insurance on his 
family and had to reduce his living standards due to lack of income. He continues to 
struggle in his finances. 

The twelfth participant is the oldest of four siblings. She has been a member of a 
church for more than forty years. She is married and has struggled in her finances for 
many years. She continues to struggle in the financial arena. She has never heard of 
biblical financial stewardship. 

The thirteenth participant is a member of a Pentecostal assembly. She lives below 
the poverty level and constantly live from paycheck to paycheck. She is married and her 
husband works and is a member of a church. Recently, they were about to be evicted out 
of their apartment due to a lack of finances. They are always in a constant financial 


struggle. 
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The health issues of the participants range from hypertension to knee replacement. 
More than half of the participants experienced hypertension; several experienced back 
issues, and one is asthmatic and a survivor of ovarian cancer. Only one spoke of good 
health. When it came to relationships, ten out of eleven experienced good relationship 
with their families. The remaining two had strained relationships due to unresolved issues 
in the family. None disclosed whether they were willing to work the issues out with the 
family members. Out of the thirteen participants, eight had broken relationships, which 
are different from the strained relationship spoken of earlier. The broken relationships 
require repairing. The broken relationships range from an ex-spouse, in-laws, siblings, 
mother and father. Only one experienced un-forgiveness. Ten out of the thirteen had no 
regrets. Three had regrets for the following reasons: such as getting married too soon or 
desiring a different occupation. The last participant stated that several decisions made in 
life were bad decisions. 

Three of the thirteen participants identified several areas that bring our anxiety. 
One is not in love with their spouse. The second has spells with depression. The third 
participant experience rage periodically. The participants wanted the focus to be in 
several areas. One centered on their child’s release from prison and to be strengthened 
due to the loss of their youngest son. Another participant-desired prayer, while another 
wanted to know how to connect to God at all times. Still another participant desired a 
closeness and love for God. A fourth participant stated that they are struggling with being 
distracted with life and not dedicating more time in continuing to develop their 
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relationship with God. A fifth desired to get rid of the financial challenges and the sixth 
desired a closer walk with God. 

Financial challenges were the single most prevalent theme that the participants 
shared when answering questions on the survey. Thirteen identified financial challenges 
in their lives. Seven out of thirteen stated that they were tithers. Looking at the United 
States Census data on income, many African Americans are below their counterparts or 
the rest of America when it comes to income parity. Lack of income is a contributor to 
other challenges in a home. Although the low-income, female-headed, inner-city family 
has been repeatedly linked to child behavior problems, the family processes related to 
child misbehavior in this high risk group have not been identified. In a group of 
predominantly African American inner city low-income single mothers, the relationships 
between family stress, social support, mothers' conflict resolution tactics, and sons' 
behavior were examined using the family stress adaptation model, and potential nursing 
interventions were identified. The sample of low-income, inner-city mother-alone 
families reported more family stress and less social support than normative white Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant families. 

The participants acknowledged three key beliefs about God. God is a 
monotheistic God, God is invisible, and God is a spirit. They also described God as 
omnipresent, omnipotent, and eternal and is immutable. Yet another participant expressed 
the following beliefs: God is my source, with God I can do all things and God is my 
provider. Another participant said that He is Alpha, Omega; there is nothing too hard for 

Murata, Family stress, social support, violence, and sons' behavior, PubMed.gov, accessed 
February 16, 2013, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8203136. 



25 


God as He is all knowing. A fourth participant described God as a healer, a comforter and 
who knows everything that is going on. This did not stop the fifth participant from 
expounding on God by saying, He answers prayers, and I depend on Him, who is a 
creator. The sixth participant used the following: divine, merciful, loving. The seventh 
participant. He is good all the time, nothing too hard for Him, Always faithful. The eighth 
stated that God is a healer, righteous, my savior. The ninth said. He always provides for 
me and my family, God is there when you need Him, My faith in God is unwavering; and 
the tenth participant closed it with this. He is. He will. He does. 

The participants as a whole made the following responses to salvation. We shall 
live forever within Christ if He permits. We were delivered from sin; being delivered 
from every kind of defeat into a victorious life on earth soon to see the Savior face to 
face. Receiving Christ as your personal savior and giving yourself 100% to Him, 
everything you do, think, say should glorify God, and that comes from another 
participant. Being delivered from sin, being saved from destruction and the lake of fire 
and meet Jesus in the rapture, this is salvation to me. Knowing without a doubt that Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins and shed His blood to give mankind an opportunity to be 
redeemed back to a right relationship with the Father is another’s response on salvation. 
Salvation is security of life after death, a life of no pain, hurt or lack; salvation is by grace 
thru faith as found in Acts 2:38. The participants have a general understanding of 
Christian salvation. 

The participants gave their overall view on redemption. Participant one stated the 
following, “To purchase in the marketplace, in the ancient times refers to the act of 
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buying a slave, thru Jesus Christ sacrificial death, purchased believers from slavery of sin 
to set us free from that bondage”. Another participant believes redemption is past and 
present sins are forgiven when we ask God to forgive us as many times as we sin; 
redemption is another opportunity for us to be what God created us to be after sin entered 
into the world thru Adam and Eve; A third participant believed that, “Redemption is 
being saved, in a sense like being bought or paid for; being rescued or saved from sin”. 
Another said it like this, the blood of Jesus washing away all of our sins, saving us from 
eternal damnation. Jesus ransomed us from every kind of death, sickness and lack; having 
someone else pay the price for our sins and not permitting humankind to get the 
punishment when we deserve it. Also, the ability to be saved in the last days and to be 
redeemed is the Lord’s offering of hope. The participants were familiar with the Bible 
and some of the promises in the Bible; however, the responses in the financial area were 
not as certain as they were for salvation. 

Once again the participants were asked if they could change something about their 
lives what it would be. Finances came up on a number of occasions as an area they would 
change. One was content with life and would not change anything. Four participants 
would improve their relationship with God by making it stronger and one participant 
would have accepted God during their youth. Another participate would have waited to 
get married. Another participant would have made better choices when it came to 
relationships, career and the last participant would be more positive about life and not 
caring what others think about them as a person. 
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The participants stated that when it came to requiring more guidance they would 
like more guidance in the following areas: following and pleasing God, expounding on 
God’s word, time management, becoming more spiritual, and learning the Bible and how 
to manage finances. Spiritual and financial management was mentioned several times. 
Others wanted assistance in studying the Word of God, hearing from God and how to 
serve as a Christian. 

Four of the participants stated that a mature Christian can help them with their 
prayer life. One mentioned that a mature Christian can help them with an understanding 
of salvation, redemption and being a Christian. Another participant stated that a mature 
Christian can assist them in spiritual strength and faith. Yet two more asked for assistance 
with financial management according to God’s principles. One wanted a mature Christian 
to assist them in studying the Bible and being positive. Also, a participant required a 
mature Christian to help heal spiritually; using practices that can help them connect better 
spiritually. All of the participants desired to work with a mature Christian to help them 
become overcomers in areas where they are lacking. 

The hypothesis is that members of Bailey Advocacy Group are experiencing 
financial challenges in their lives. This is due to a lack of awareness and application of 
biblical stewardship. God is the owner and we as Christians are only stewards. 
Committing to handle finances in the manner in which God has ordained, will mitigate 
many of the challenges that African American Christians have in the area of finances. 

The Christian friends of Lisa Bailey, known as the Bailey Advocacy Group 
(BAG), experience deficiency in finances due to lack of spiritual maturity and knowledge 
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of biblical financial stewardship. Biblical stewardship is the use of God-given resources 
for the accomplishment of God-given goals and/or objectives.It is a lifelong process of 
growth in spiritual character and implies that every spending decision is a spiritual 
decision.An owner has rights, whereas a steward only has responsibilities.^’ As 
Christians, God has given us the authority to manage this earth on His behalf and a part 
of that is being a good steward over what God has put in our charge. For many 
Christians, having sufficient finances is the major challenge that exists in today’s society. 
With the economic decline in the United States and in the world, money is becoming a 
critical factor in Christian families today. Lack of job growth, declining salaries and lack 
of giving to charitable organizations are all signs of an economic slowdown. Although 
the world’s economic system is slowing down and has been on a decline for more than 
five years, the Kingdom of God system is prosperous and doing well. Accessing the 
wealth of the Kingdom of God is different from accessing the wealth of the world’s 
system. One system is eternal and the other system is temporal. 

While there is no shortage of finances in the Kingdom of God, many Christian 
believers are experiencing the same lack in their finances that non-believers are 
experiencing. African Americans are experiencing financial lack at rates much higher 
than any other ethnic group. The researcher’s participant group is made up of one ethnic 
group. All of the participants are African Americans professing a relationship with Jesus 

^^The Stewardship Solution, accessed March 29, 2013, http://www.yourfinancialpurpose.com 
/blog/bid/35868/The-Three-Implications-of-Biblical-Stewardship. 

2f>Ibid. 

2%id. 
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as their Savior. God has stated that all of the silver and gold is His; therefore, why are His 
children, Christians, experiencing financial lack? Many Christians and non-believers may 
think that this problem would not exist in the Kingdom of God or put another way, many 
people would not believe that many Christians have financial challenges on the same 
magnitude as non-believers. The principle of the Kingdom of God supposes two things. 
The first is the belief that God wants wealth for His people. If the idea that poverty is a 
requirement for holiness and that wealth is something not intended for the righteous 
children of God, the Levitical principle of finances is a moot point.Through surveys 
and personal experiences, there is evidence that people who are professing Christians are 
familiar with financial hopelessness. The second supposition is that someone who is 
already tithing and a Christian understands the basic principles of sowing and reaping. 

If this is true, why are many African American Christians broke and not embarking upon 
the prosperous lives that sowing and reaping guarantee? 

As a child, after the death of the patriarch in the family, we experienced financial 
lack in our household, which caused the researcher to enter the job market at an early age. 
This was not planned; however, the lack of finances to acquire the things that the 
researcher desired caused her to look for ways to meet the financial shortage in her life 
without placing undue burdens on her mother. We were a family that believed in God, 
yet, we experienced insufficiency for several years after the death of the patriarch. Going 
from more than enough to not enough made an impact on the researcher. The researcher’s 

^®Dennis Holt, The Levitical Principle: God’s Way of Financing the Kingdom of God on the Earth, 
(Cornelius House Ministries, Pocahontas, AR, 2012), 3. 
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mother never talked about the lack of finances; however, she noticed the pressure that the 
lack of finances brought on family. 

After becoming a Christian, seeing the great lack within the Christian community 
was disturbing to the researcher. The researcher became a Christian, she was immediately 
taught about paying tithes and giving offerings. The researcher later became acquainted 
with sowing and reaping. She realized that she no longer experienced the lack in her life 
that was so prevalent in some of her Christian friends and family members lives. 

While the United States is considered a highly religious nation and African Americans 
are markedly more religious by a variety of measures than the United States population as 
a whole, including the level of affiliation with a religion, attendance at religious services, 
frequency of prayer and religion's importance in life^*’. Compared with other racial and 
ethnic groups, African Americans are among the most likely to report a formal religious 
affiliation. Eighty seven percent of African Americans describe themselves as belonging 
to one religious group or another, according to the United States Religious Landscape 
Survey, conducted in 2007 by the Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion and Public 
Life.^* 

God has many attributes. Notably, one of God’s characteristics is a provider for 
His children. According to the Biblical text in Philippians, God supplies all of our needs. 
“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 


30pew Research Center, Religion and Public Life, accessed March 12, 2013, http://www. 
pewforum.org / A-Religious-Portrait-of-African Americans.aspx. 


3‘Ibid. 



31 


Jesus”.What an inspiring text; however, the reality is that not all professing Christians 
are partaking of the aforementioned scripture of Philippians 4:19. 

The ability to help others was instilled in the researcher from an early age and has 
continued as she has developed in Christ. God used the researcher’s desire to help others 
naturally as a catalyst to helping others spiritually. The researcher’s paternal grand¬ 
parents understood the value of giving to the church, and were very blessed. As a new, 
bom again Christian in the 1980s, the researcher gained an understanding that everyone 
in the body of Christ can succeed and fulfill their goals and dreams in life. The researcher 
also realized that God has placed in every human being gifts and talents; therefore, 
success in every aspect of life is possible if we adhered to the principles in the Bible. 
Success is because God committed it to development within the confines of the Biblical 
charter.The researcher has made a decision to walk in the entire blessings of the 
covenant that Jesus retained for the new covenant believer. She looked around and 
wondered why many Christians were not successful in their personal lives. In the 1990s 
she began to watch Kenneth Copeland ministries. Moreover, she read many books on 
Smith Wigglesworth and John G. Lake and many other spiritual leaders that walked in 
faith. This was a transition which allowed her to see and experience walking with Christ 
in a victorious way. 

Reviewing some of the information that came through the survey from BAG, the 
researcher learned that members of BAG were not walking in their covenant rights in 

^^God Provides, accessed April 3, 2013, http://www.openbible.info/topics/god_provides. 

^^Peter J. Daniels, How to Reach Your Life Goals: Keys to help you Fulfill your Dreams (Tulsa: 
OK, Honor Books 1995), 31. 



32 


Jesus in the financial area. Many were facing financial challenges and challenges to their 
health. The majority of group was not aware of the kingdom principles of financial 
stewardship. Many believed that they were required to live with the financial and health 
challenges that plagued them. The Bailey Advocacy Group did not make the connection 
that they were under the Kingdom of God and must operate under God’s kingdom 
principles. In order to lead the world to Christ, the body of Christ must be equipped to 
handle the various issues that plague society. Each member in the body of Christ must be 
mature. The researcher’s focus is to help the body of believers walk in their wealthy 
place. Wealth and riches were provided to the believer through redemption and wealth 
has always been a part of the believers covenant right in Jesus. Many in the group 
considered living a life free from debt impossible. Over 90% of the body of Christ is in 
debt and without a clue on how to get out and stay out of bondage. 

As the stock market has gone up and down, many have lost wages and their 
retirement plans have dwindled to almost nothing. The researcher has experienced 
financial growth and wealth during this time period. One key principle that is outlined in 
the Bible, Matthew 6:33, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.” This is one of the principles that’s a foundational principle 
in biblical financial stewardship that helped to thrust the researcher to another level in 
every respect of life, which includes financial prosperity. The researcher understands why 
the non-Christian would experience lack in their finances, but was shocked to see a large 
number of Christians experiencing lack in their finances. There is a spiritual aspect to 

^"^Creflo A. Dollar, No More Debt! .God’s Strategy for Debt Cancellation (College Parks, GA; 
Creflo Dollar Ministries,2000), 13. 
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giving, financial sowing, believing for harvest, expectancy, belief and understanding the 
benefits that are associated with being a child of God. Spiritual financial literacy is 
lacking in the body of Christ. Many Christians live a life without some of their basic 
needs being met or rely on governmental systems to meet their basic needs such as food, 
through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Moreover, rarely are 
their desires met due to lack of understanding. The researcher desires to see the body of 
Christ prosper financially. . God has a formula that will allow Christians to prosper 
regardless of the things that are occurring on earth. Financial stewardship has its origin 
with God. 

The researcher’s group received minimum, if any, information on stewardship and 
the benefits of managing finances God’s way. Very few in BAG understood the 
significance and relationship of tithing, giving, sowing and reaping God’s way. Minimum 
guidance in managing financial matters or how to achieve financial goals in life was 
provided to members of BAG prior to this thesis. With little encouragement or guidanee 
on accumulating wealth, many followed some of the patterns of their family members or 
the kingdom of the world’s way of handling finances. The patterns of lack of goal setting 
surrounding financial matters carried over as they became born again believers in Christ. 
Instead of learning the Kingdom of God principles in finance and trusting God in the 
financial arena, they pursued the same path as they did prior to becoming a believer in 
Christ. Several of the churches attended by BAG participants did not teach these financial 
principles. Many in the group did not learn how to trust God financially, or how to apply 
kingdom principles to their everyday lives once they were bom again. This has left a void 
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in BAG. Payday loans, high interest loans, not paying tithes or offerings are some of the 
characteristics exhibited due to not applying kingdom principles in financial 
management. The behavior started while the group was growing up and has continued 
over unto Christendom. 

The aim of the researcher’s ministry is to assist in helping the body of Christ of 
the African American community operate in financial stewardship as outlined through 
biblical principles and to walk in their covenant rights in the financial arena as God has 
established through the Bible with His covenant people. The researcher taught Biblical 
approaches to stewardship through the covenant which believers obtain through salvation 
as outlined in the biblical texts. 



CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART OF THIS MINISTRY MODEL 

Why are many African American Christians experiencing shortages and financial 
lack or ruin when God said that He would prosper His people? Has God changed His 
mind? Has the covenant with God and His children changed in the twentieth and twenty- 
first century? African American Christians are not experiencing financial freedom or 
abundance in their finances due to not adopting biblical stewardship principles in the 
financial arena. Some of the authors chosen to conduct research in this matter tend to 
believe that much of this is due to a lack of teaching on the subject of biblical financial 
stewardship. The books primarily outlined in this paper were selected with a specific 
focus on biblical financial stewardship. Other books link stewardship to the work that 
Jesus did on the cross to understand when and where stewardship occurred and who 
purchased it. The work that Jesus did on the cross opened the door for humankind to 
align with God in His work. 

Some mistakenly believe that the earth belongs to humankind. God never 
relinquished His ownership of the earth; God has allowed regenerated humankind to 
partake in the management of the earth. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof 
(Psalm 24:1). 
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God first gave stewardship to Adam in the management of the Garden of Eden. 
This was in a covenant that God made with man. The Lord God entered this ancient 
compact or covenant with Adam, as the federal head and representative of the entire 
human family.^ Adam disobeyed God, thereby giving his authority to Satan. By yielding 
to Satan, by obeying Satan and not God, by eating the fruit of the tree of good and evil, 
Adam no longer had dominion or stewardship over the earth. Jesus paid the ransom to 
redeem humankind to its original place with God and stewardship was a part of that. 

Since our focus is on biblical financial stewardship, the authors consulted on 
financial stewardship write from the Christian viewpoint. Stewardship began with God. 
Nevertheless, some information is available from secular sources on financial 
stewardship. The word stewardship, in its very basic term, has similar meaning from 
biblical and secular views. From both secular and biblical perspectives, stewardship is the 
handling of someone else’s property or possessions. From a secular view, stewardship 
means the following, “the position and duties of a steward, a person who acts as the 
surrogate of another or others, especially by managing property, financial affairs, an 
estate, etc.”^ Servant leadership, a secular term for stewardship, is a leadership 
philosophy where an individual interacts with others, either in a management or in a 
fellow employee capacity with the aim of achieving authority rather than power. ^ The 

'A. W. Pink, The Divine Covenants, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1973), 57. 

^“Own,” Dictionary.com, accessed October 13, 2013, http://dictionary.reference.com/browse 
/stewardship. 

^“Own,” Investopedia.com, accessed October 13, 2013, http://www.investopedia.com 
/terms/s/servant-leadership.asp. 
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authority figure intends to promote the well-being of those around him/her. Servant 
leadership involves the individual demonstrating the characteristics of empathy, listening, 
stewardship and commitment to personal growth toward others."^ From the secular view 
financial is associated with the disciple of economics. The secular view would never 
consider the heart of the steward as long as the individual carried out the duties given by 
the owner. 

According to one writer with a secular perspective on financial stewardship, 
financial security does not come from the government, corporations, benefits or 
entitlements, but financial security comes from within.^ Killing Sacred Cows, written 
from a secular view on finances, contains some principles that align with biblical 
financial principles. The statement about financial security not coming from the 
government or corporations is one of the principles. It is a myth that financial security 
means a steady paycheck and benefits.^ According to Gunderson in Killing Sacred Cows, 
an individual is the only source of security in this life; we can make ourselves truly 
secure.^ Although humankind plays a role in financial success, true prosperity comes 
when humankind joins with the Creator of the Universe to bring about financial success 
with peace of mind. Many Christians would challenge the previous statement that the 
individual alone brings about financial success. Another principle in this book is the 

dbid. 

^Garrett, B. Gunderson, Killing Sacred Cows: Overcoming the Financial Myths that are 
Destroying Your Prosperity, (Austin, TX: Greenleaf Book Group LLC, 2008), v. 

filbid., 86. 
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principle of “avoid debt like the plague”.^ Although, debt in itself is not a sin, but it binds 
the debtor to the lender until the debt is paid. The debtor loses freedom, and becomes a 
slave to the lender until the debt is satisfied on the property or item. The debtor does not 
have complete control over the property or item until the debt is paid in full. From a 
biblical financial perspective, this principle can be adopted because it aligns with godly 
financial principles that are shared by many biblical theologians, writing on biblical 
financial stewardship. 

Americans typically make the following statement while paying a note on a house 
or a oar, “that is my car or that is my house.” The house or the oar does not belong to the 
individual. The words are spoken in ignorance or through presumption, because the home 
does not belong to the individual. The home or the car belongs to the bank as long as 
there is a note. Unless the individual has the title or deed to the house or to the car, an 
individual cannot decide to give the house or the car to anyone without the bank’s 
permission. The bank has final authority on the house or car. If the individual paid the 
house or car off completely, the owner control of what occurs with the house or car. 
Hence, if a person desired to give a car or a house to another person through an act of 
kindness or seeking to bless the needy, the individual could not unless the property was 
owned outright. 

In the discipline of economics, economists do not always view debt as a negative. 
Some view debt as a necessity of life and believe that debt has a good side. All 
economists do not view debt as a necessity. Borrow, The American Way of Debt, by 


%id., 187. 
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Louis Hyman contains the following statement, “Debt and bankruptey eould be easily 
seen as failures of eharaeter.”^ The last five years after the financial crisis made clear that 
the workings of money, credit, and debt have profound consequences for the functioning 
of our economic system, but for many, the fundamental principles that make money work 
remain opaque. Black Americans continue to experience large disadvantages and face 
factors that will make it challenging for them to become upwardly mobile and achieve 
socioeconomic parity.^' Twenty-seven percent of Black Americans now live in poverty, 
which is a two percent increase since 2009.^^ According to a recent Bureau of Labor 
Statistics report, the unemployment rate for Black Americans now stands at a staggering 
14.1 percent. This is well above the already high national unemployment rate of 8.3 
percent.White Americans now have twenty-two times more wealth than Black 
Americans, a figure that has nearly doubled during the recession. According to the 2010 
census, media household net worth for whites totaled $110,729. For blacks, the figure 


^Louis Hyman, Borrow: The American Way of Debt, How Personal Credit Created the American 
Middle Class and Almost Bankrupted the Nation (New York, NY: Vintage Books, 2012), 80. 

'°Dirk Bezemerinstitute for New Economic Thinking, accessed October 20, 

2013,http://ineteconomics .org/ institute-blog-O/dirk-bezemer-debt-good-bad-and-ugly. 

"Angel L. Harris, The Economic and Educational State of Black American in the21st Century, 
accessed October 20, 2013, http://nulwb.iamempowered.com/sites/nulwb.iamempowered.com/files 
/Article%208%20 (Rev%20of%20Blk%20Pol%20Econ%20T0).pdf. 

Economic Policy Institute,“The State of Working America,” accessed January 28, 2015, 
http://www.stateofworking america.org /fact-sheets/poverty/. 


'^“Department of Labor” Bureau of Labor Statistics, accessed October 20, 2013, http://www.bls. 
gov/news.release/pdf/empsit .pdf. 

'"'“CNN Money,” accessed October 20, 2013, http://money.cnn.eom/2012/06/21/news/economy/ 
wealth-gap-race/index.htm?iid=HP_LN. 
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was $4,9954^ From June 2009 to June 2012, real median annual household income for 
blacks fell from $36,567 down to $32,498 by 11.1 percent; the drop for whites was 5.2 
percent and 4.1 percent for Hispanics.'^ According to the census, twenty-six percent of 
households who report receiving food stamp assistance are African American, despite the 
fact that black Americans constitute just 13 percent of the total population. 

The numbers above are a composite of non-believers that are African Americans 
and African American Christians. Based on the 2010 study above, African Americans’ 
net worth is less than $5,000 and many are churchgoers. There is a serious problem 
among African American believers. Among the various racial and ethnic groups, African 
Americans are the most likely to say they belong to a formal religious affiliation. An 
overwhelming 87 percent of African-Americans identify with a religious group, 
according to the U.S. Religious Landscape Survey by the Pew Research Center’s Forum 
on Religion & Public Life. A study by the AARP found that home foreclosure rates for 
African American borrowers over the age of 50 were almost double those of whites. 


'^Ibid. 


'^“New York Times,” Big Income Losses for hose near Retirement, accessed October 20, 2013, 
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.eom/2012/08/23/big-income-losses-for-those-near-retirement/7hp. 

'^“World Socialist Web Site,” New Report Details Depth of Hunger Crisis in the United States, 
accessed January 28, 2015, http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2014/08/19/food-al9.html. 

'^Michelle A. Vu, African-Americans Most Religiously Devout Group, accessed October 20, 2013, 
http://www.christianpost. com /news/, african-americans-most-religiously-devout-group -36736/#. 

'«Ibid. 


^‘’“AARP,” Night on Main Street: Older Americans and the Mortgage Market Crisis, accessed 
October 20, 2013, http://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/research/public_ policy_ 
institute/cons_prot/2012/nightM arche-on-main-street-AARP-ppi-cons-prot.pdf. 
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The signs of biblical financial prosperity is lacking in the African American Christian 
community. 

The British Parliamentarian, William Wilberforce, responsible for abolishing 
slavery in Britain, believed that fiscal and social issues are deeply intertwined and 
dependent on each other.^^ The religious right believed that changing laws was a key 
aspect of cultural renewal and they are important, but they do not necessarily change 
behavior and government is a reflection of the people.The same is true of an 
unsustainable fiscal policy.What does this have to do with African American Christians 
and biblical financial stewardship? The themes go hand in hand. African American 
Christians adopted the government view on finances or fiscal policy. The government is 
broke and African American Christians are broke and frustrated. The answer is the same 
for both. Biblical financial stewardship can work for an ethnic group, such as African 
American Christians, as well as for a nation. With so much religion in the African 
American community, where are the finances to go along with it? So are economists 
correct or is God correct? 

Although many economists develop methods for financial prosperity through 
investment strategies, savings, and setting goals, many do not include the hallmarks 
outlined in the Bible as the single means for perpetual financial success. The economists 
always have a level of risk that is different from the biblical financial stewardship system. 

^'Coburn, Tom A. and John Hart, The Debt Bomb: A Bold Plan to Stop Washington from 
Bankrupting America (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc. 2012), 278. 


23lbid. 
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Risks or odds for the investor, as some economists would put it, will always be there. 
From the economists’ views, every bet or risk taken may not be right The biblical 
financial system risk lies solely with God, but not so with the economists’ systems. 

The biblical perspective on finances is so much more than the secular system on 
finances. Are the duties carried out with heart and character in the way that the owner 
required? In biblical financial stewardship, this concept is very important. There is no 
real comparison when it comes to biblical and secular financial stewardship. Economists 
rarely use principles of the Bible when designing their programs on stewardship and the 
Bible does not take any principles from the secular community to design biblical 
financial stewardship. The books that focus on biblical stewardship speak from the 
standpoint that the individual has a relationship with God. Economists do not take into 
consideration an individual’s relationship with God; therefore, the focus of obtaining 
finances and the stewardship of finances will not speak from a spiritual basis; however, it 
was necessary to get thoughts from economists on financial stewardship. Based upon the 
economists’ theories and reviews of the books below, from a biblical perspective on 
financial stewardship, the greatest opportunity of success is with God’s program of 
biblical financial stewardship. 

The NIV Stewardship Bible general editor Dr. Grabill focuses on stewardship 
from a holistic perspective.^^ The Bible ties scriptures to the stewardship message. The 

^^Ken Fisher and Lara Hoffmans, Plan Your Prosperity: The Only Retirement Guide You ’ll Ever 
Need, Starting Now - Whether You ’re 22, 52, or 82 (Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons Inc, 2013), 6. 

25lbid., 55. 

^^Stephen J. Grabill, Ed. The NIV Stewardship Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2009). 
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NIV Stewardship Bible discusses stewardship, how it is applied in the life of a Christian, 
the initiator of stewardship, the responsibilities of a steward, and the accountability of a 
steward to the owner. Dr. Grabill did an excellent job of bringing many sources together 
that focus on biblical financial stewardship. The Bible contains many resources and 
views on stewardship and that are beneficial in the study and in framing some of the 
contents in this paper. The NIV Stewardship Bible is a definite resource for biblical 
understanding of stewardship from a holistic view and from a focused view on financial 
stewardship. 

Biblical Stewardship, by Alfred Martin, elaborates on legal obligations and grace 
giving. Moreover, the book supports God’s ownership through creation and supports 
John Wesley and other theologians’ exegesis of stewardship. This is an excellent book 
that compliments the purpose of money in the Kingdom of God. 

Understanding the Spirituality of True Stewardship, God’s Love in Action, by 
Christopher N. Sealey, covers when and how stewardship began. This is important when 
we consider the doctrine of first things. Knowing when and how stewardship began is 
critical to understanding the purpose of stewardship from God’s perspective. This book is 
a key resource in the development of the paper on biblical financial stewardship. 

Doing What Matters Most, Effective Stewardship, by Jonathan and Amanda Witt, 
focuses on effective use of what God puts into our care.^^ One of the areas that the Witt’s 
discuss is effectively managing finances and giving. There are a few points to take out of 

^Tonathan and Amanda Witt, Doing What Matters Most: Effective Stewardship, Participant’s 
Guide (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2009), 11. 
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the book, but for in depth information on financial stewardship, other books are more 
appropriate. 

Perspectives on Tithing, Four Views, edited by David A. Croteau provides insight 
on the foundation of giving and tithes, but does not add much about their relationship to 
stewardship.^^ It is a great book to teach a congregation about tithing and giving, but 
considered secondary after a group or church studies stewardship. Stewardship is not the 
main thrust of the book; although, tithing and giving is part of stewardship. Minimum 
focus is placed on stewardship. The book does cover the covenant perspective of the tithe 
and its relationship to the Bible and the Christian believer. This would be a secondary 
book used to strengthen management of the tithe as a steward of God; however, this 
would not be my first choice when I look at financial stewardship in the church. A 
Theology of Christian Stewardship by T.A. Kantonen, is a great read and adds a great 
deal of substance to the paper. It is a good foundational book for the twentieth century on 
stewardship. This is the first book that I have found that makes the link between 
stewardship and theology. Dr. Kantonen seeks to capture the word stewardship in its full 
significance. Even as he expresses the word of stewardship. Dr. Kantonen takes two 
words to form one meaning for stewardship; the word “huolto” meaning care or 
trusteeship and the word “vastuu” meaning responsibility.^^ This book makes the 
distinction between the holistic approach to stewardship verses the approach only from a 
financial viewpoint. The book adds different elements on stewardship. 

^®David A. Croteau, Bobby Eklund, Ken Hemphill, Reggie Kidd, Gary North and Scott Preissler, 
Perspectives on Tithing: 4 Views (Nashville, TN: BandH Academic, 2011). 


^‘’Ibid., 4. 
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The small guidelines book on stewardship, Nurturing Generous Living by Betsy 
Schwarzentraub, focuses on financial stewardship and some of its related practices. The 
book is relevant when it comes to strengthening arguments based upon the hypothesis. 
The book uses 2 Corinthians chapter 9 to outline financial commitments. The 
aforementioned scripture is a pertinent scripture on giving in the New Testament. The 
book also outlines the pastor’s role when it comes to teaching stewardship and being the 
financial leader and communicating the vision for stewardship for mission work.^'^ This 
United Methodist Church uses this book as a teaching resource for leaders within the 
church. 

The guidelines book, Finance, Flandling God’s money in the Church, by Philip 
and Janet Jamieson, provides biblical guidelines for finances. Moreover, the book speaks 
to John Wesley’s ideas on money and stewardship as discipleship.^^ The book also covers 
responsibilities related to finances and views the disciple as a steward. Also the book is a 
resource for the United Methodist Church and provides foundational views on 
stewardship within the United Methodist Church and Wesley’s views on stewardship and 
money and highlights the New Testament as a source relating to stewardship and 
finances. 

The Believer’s Authority, What you didn ’t learn in Church, by Andrew 
Wommack, is a decent book, but it fails to highlight the lack of teaching when it comes to 

^*’Betsy Schwarzentraub, Stewardship: Nurturing Generous Living (Nashville, TN: Abingdon 
Press, 2012). 

^'Philip D. Jamieson and Janet T. Jamieson, Finance: Handling God’s Money in the Church 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2012). 
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stewardship.^^ The center theme of the book focuses on how to overcome and live a 
victorious life in Christ. The book is not suitable for this project. 

Stewardship, The Biblical Basis for Living, by Ben Gill is an excellent book that 
identifies stewardship with covenant people, Christians. The book elaborates on the 
relationship purchased through salvation and the right of Christians to stewardship.^^ It 
focuses on the theological significance of stewardship as it covers stewardship in the Old 
Testament from God’s first act of giving humankind, through covenant with Adam, the 
opportunity of stewardship, while showing the generational lineage of stewardship to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In addition, stewardship in the New Testament is covered. It 
is a valuable addition to my project on stewardship. 

Canaan Land, by Albert J. Raboteau, focuses on African American religious 
beginnings and experiences in America. It is an important book because the focus is on 
views and concepts from an African American perspective. This book helps provide 
insight into the historical view of African Americans religious beliefs and concepts and 
discusses when black pastors in America began to take control of their finances, property 
and government on the denominational level. 

The Seven Laws of the Harvest, Understanding the Realities of Sowing and 
Reaping, by John W. Lawrence, is a good book that ties into the responsibility of the 

^^Andrew Wommack, The Believer’s Authority: What You Didn ’t Learn in Church (Tulsa, OK: 
Harrison House Publishers, 2009). 

^^Ben Gill, Stewardship: The Biblical Basis for Living (Arlington, TX: The Summit Publishing 
Group, 1996). 

Albert J. Raboteau, Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans (New York, New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2001). 
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steward. The book also covers the principles of the New Testament financial stewardship 
for the purpose of service to God.^® 

Stewardship in Contemporary Theology, edited by T.K. Thompson, expresses 
basic theological presuppositions about stewardship. This book, like the one above, 
carries the same motif about stewardship in the Old Testament. The book also refers to 
God’s redemption and stewardship.^® This is a great book to have with ten authors 
contributing to the book with explicated details on stewardship. A survey of stewardship 
in the history of the church is revealed in this book. The information can help ascertain if 
the dynamics from this survey has changed from the twentieth century to the twenty-first 
century. 

The Deeper Meaning of Stewardship, by John Versteeg, written in 1923, focuses 
on the foundation of stewardship. It covers a vast array of information on financial 
stewardship, but it does not limit the book to financial stewardship. Certain portions of 
the book can solidify views on stewardship from a macro perspective and more 
concentrated view on financial stewardship and the purpose of tithes and money. 

The Stewardship of Life, by Kirk Nowery, takes a different angle than the other 
books on stewardship. The author starts by relaying a message on the stewardship of 
vision. Nowery looks at stewardship from an intangible manner. Although Nowery has a 

^^John W. Lawrence, The Seven Laws of the Harvest: Understanding the Realities of Sowing and 
Reaping (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1995). 

^^T.K. Thompson, ed.. Stewardship in Contemporary Theology (New York, New York: 
Association Press, 1960). 

^Tohn M. Versteeg, The Deeper Meaning of Stewardship (New York, New York: The Abingdon 
Press, 1923). 
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chapter on stewardship and resources, the emphasis is on the intangible stewardship such 
as the stewardship of influence and the stewardship of opportunity, just to name a few.^* 
This is definitely a different approach, yet the information is usable and expands the 
reader’s view of stewardship. 

One Minute Stewardship Sermons, by Reverend Charles Cloughen, Jr., adds to the 
foundation on the theology of stewardship. Reverend Cloughen discusses the personal 
development of theology of stewardship.^^ Although he discusses stewardship from a 
broad perspective, the major focus is on biblical financial stewardship. One central theme 
is tithing among Christians. Reverend Cloughen elaborates on tithing for the Christian 
believer. Some of the information in this book supports Dr. Grabill, John Wesley’s and 
T.A. Kanonen views of financial stewardship. 

The Parables of Redemption, the Restored Doctrine of the Atonement as taught in 
the Parables of Jesus Christ is an excellent book when looking at the works of 
redemption in relationship to stewardship. It adds significance to the doctrine of 
stewardship because Ronald Bartholomew writes about the perfect atonement restoring 
what Adam lost. The perfect atonement restored the stewardship humankind relinquished 
through Adam."^*’ This is a great story of redemption in stewardship. 


^®Kirk Nowery, The Stewardship of Life: Making the Most of All That You Have And All That You 
Are (CaMarchillo, CA: Spire Resources Inc., 2004). 

^®Charles Cloughen, Jr., One Minute Stewardship Sermons: Communicating the Stewardship 
Message Every Sunday of the Year (Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse Publishing, 1997). 

Robert Line, et ah. Parables & Redemption: The Restored Doctrine of the Atonement as 
Taught in the Parables of Jesus Christ (Springville, UT: Horizon Publishers, 2007). 
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The Grace of Giving, A Biblical Study of Christian Stewardship, by Stephen F. 
Olford, is relevant but it does not add any depth to the information that has already been 
obtained through other resources. The book can be used as a basic foundation on 
financial stewardship as the book focuses on the grace that God has given to humankind 
to exercise Christian stewardship over finances.'^' 

Ronald E. Vallet wrote the Stepping Stone of the Steward, where he links 
stewardship with the natural progression of stewardship. In other words, without being a 
good disciple, a Christian cannot be a good steward.This takes the approach of 
stewardship from the discipleship lens. The book adds context to the project on financial 
stewardship. 

Faith and Money, Understanding Church Giving, by Michael Reeves and Jennifer 
Tyler, is an excellent resource for financial stewardship. The book not only covers the 
theology of stewardship, but it also expounds on educating the Christian believer on 
stewardship, how to think on stewardship and an added bonus on the ministry of 
stewardship development."^^ This book is a great addition to the study of biblical financial 
stewardship. 

A Black Theology of Liberation, by James H. Cone, is an appropriate book for this 
thesis. The book gives understanding surrounding the mental state and process in which 

‘^'Stephen F. Olford, The Grace of Giving: A Biblical Study on Christian Stewardship (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2000). 

“^^Ronald E. Vallet, Stepping Stones of the Steward: A Faith Journey through Jesus Parables, 2"“* 
ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994). 

“^^Michael Reeves & Jennifer Tyler, Faith & Money: Understanding Annual Giving in Church 
(Nashville, TN: Discipleship Resources, 2003). 
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African Americans see God and humankind in relation to theology/"^ This is significant 
because of ancestral backgrounds and African American views of the world formed by 
their environment, their struggles, etc... The book helps one to understand that blacks do 
not view religion and God the same as white Americans; therefore, there is no one 
approach that satisfies the religious appetites of all groups. The book visits theology from 
a black perspective. When we view the church, we must view it through the prism of the 
various Christian groups; James Cones does this by focusing on the black religious 
experience. The thesis focuses on African American approach to Biblical Financial 
Stewardship. 

The Steward Living in the Covenant, A New Perspective on Old Testament 
Stories, by Ronald E. Vallet, is relevant to my project on Biblical Financial Stewardship. 
Vallet ties stewardship with the covenant blessing. Vallet’s view of the story of Jacob 
during the time when Jacob worked for his father-in-law ties to the Old Testament 
scriptures in Genesis 30. This is a context for the Biblical Foundation paper.Vallet 
looks at the financial crisis in the church as a spiritual crisis. 

Becoming a Millionaire God’s Way, Getting Money To You, Not From You, by 
Dr. C. Thomas Anderson, is full of information about money and humankind’s attitudes. 
The book will add some value due to information that speaks to the lack of financial 


"^"•Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation., (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,2010) 

“^^Ronald E. Vallet, The Steward Living in Covenant: A New Perspective on Old Testament Stories 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Werdmans Publishing Co., 2001). 
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education at home, school and in the church; therefore, many are slaves to moneyIt is 
necessary to teach about money and stewardship to educate the African American 
Christian about their responsibilities and duties when it comes to stewardship. Educating 
the African American Christian is a central theme and fits into the project proposed 
solutions. 

Maximize, How to Develop Extravagant Givers in Your Church, by Nelson 
Searcy and Jennifer Dykes Henson, is another excellent book that looks at what it takes to 
be a mature steward and follower of Jesus.The emphasis on maturity in stewardship is 
a significant aspect when it comes to biblical finances. This book will add value to the 
development of the paper. 

Creating Congregations of Generous People, by Michael Durall, highlights 
identifying the obstacles to stewardship."^^ In order to move forward in stewardship, the 
obstacles must be identified and overcome. This is a great book to give insights into 
accomplishing this task. Moreover, the book outlines how to establish a long term 
stewardship plan for a church. This book is a valuable asset for the paper. 

The Black Church in America is of significance when it comes to understanding 
the views and the beginning of the black church. This book gives insight into the belief 
system that African American Christians have of themselves and the reason behind the 

Thomas Anderson, Becoming A Millionaire God’s Way: Getting Money To You, Not From 
You (New York, NY: FaithWords, 2006). 

“^^Nelson Searcy and Jennifer Dykes Henson, Maximize: How to Develop Extravagant Givers in 
Your Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2010). 

“^^Michael Durall, Creating Congregations of Generous People (Herndon, VA: Alban Institute 
Publication, 1999). 
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belief.'*^ This is essential book to read to understand the psyche of the African American 
Christian. The perspectives are from another African American who researched the black 
church and writes with passion, understanding and insight. 

Numerous books were viewed to gain an overall understanding and insight to 
biblical financial stewardship. Moreover, the economic disciple was viewed to gain 
insight from a different perspective on financial stewardship from a secular view. 
Although some economists engage minimally in biblical perspectives on finances, there 
is little correlation between biblical financial stewardship and financial stewardship from 
a secular perspective. They are dichotomies of each other. In simple terms, they clash 
with each other. One significant difference that cannot be overlooked is that an individual 
cannot be a steward of God’s finances without belonging to God. In other words, without 
redemption through salvation, God does not trust un-generated (un-redeemed) humankind 
with His assets. Consequently, God only gives His assets to His children to manage. Can 
God’s children be bad stewards? Yes, they can and this may speak to the reason that 
some are not prosperous financially but are owing many and are not living to the highest 
level in financial freedom. 

In conclusion, biblical financial stewardship is available for all ethnic groups. 
Some African Americans Christians are not living up to their fullest potential in the 
financial arena. Some African American Christians were caught up in the prime lending 
debacle that left them homeless. The data shows that the African American community. 


“^^Michael Battle, The Black Church in America: African American Christian Spirituality (Malden, 
MA; Blackwell Publishing, 2006). 
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consisting of the African American Christian community, is struggling financially while 
other ethnic groups are much more successful financially. 

We are in a crisis and this curse must be reversed and obliterated. There is an answer to 
the financial demise of African American Christians and it lies in biblical financial 
stewardship. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 

The theoretical foundation focuses on established biblical, historical and 
theological foundations in biblical financial stewardship. Biblical foundation is framed 
around an exegesis of Genesis 25:30-45. Genesis 25, the story of Jacob and Laban, 
identifies stewardship in action. Jacob, as a good steward over Laban’s property, shows 
how God rewards good stewardship. An example of the requirements of a stewardship is 
identified in the New Testament scriptures Matthew 25:14-30. After going through the 
biblical foundation, an African American historical view of financial stewardship is 
covered and the closing of the chapter with understanding the theological perspective on 
financial stewardship. 

Biblical Foundation 

To understand this or any other biblical principle, it is important to first 
understand when the principle was established and to whom it was intended to benefit. 
According to Merriam-Webster dictionary, a principle is “a moral rule or belief that helps 
you know what is right and wrong and that influences your actions.” The application of a 
principle is the act of putting the principle to use. God, not humankind, initiated 
stewardship. God shared Himself, His belongings, and the earth with humankind as 
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identified in Genesis 1:28. This was God’s idea of applying stewardship. Researching 
biblical stewardship, there are many examples that establishes the foundation of 
stewardship for humankind started with God and Adam in the Garden of Eden and 
describes when it was established and to whom it applies.^ God instituted stewardship as 
an act of love towards His children. Stewardship, good or bad, is a test of humankinds 
love towards God.^ Stewardship covers other aspects of life, not just finances; however, 
the focus of this project is financial stewardship, since time will not allow for an in-depth 
study of stewardship in other aspects of life. 

A steward is someone looking after another's property on that person's behalf; so, 
the steward must know that person, his or her goals, plans, and accountability systems. 
The purpose for biblical financial stewardship is a matter of faithful giving and faithful 
living.^ Giving is the cornerstone of stewardship.'^ With regard to financial stewardship, 
faithful living entails at least four things: 1) we acquire our money in God-pleasing ways; 
2) we regard our money in God-pleasing ways; 3) we manage our money in God-pleasing 
ways; and, 4) we spend our money in God-pleasing ways.^ Biblical stewardship means 


'Christopher N. Sealey, Understanding the Spirituality of True Stewardship: God’s Love in Action 
(Maitland, FL: Xulon Press, 2003), 15. 

2lbid.,47. 

^Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, accessed April 28, 2013http;//www.elca.orgAVhat-We- 
Believe/Social-Issues/Joumal-of-Lutheran-Ethics/Issues/Januaryuary-2007/Faithful-Living-A-Biblical- 
Ethic-of-Financial-Stewardship.aspx 

''Sealey, Understanding the Spirituality of True Stewardship. 


hbid. 
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handling resources for God's glory.^ Financial stewardship means making responsible 
decisions about the money we have in light of our high calling to “do God’s will in our 
lives. 

For this project both the Old and New Testament scriptures will be used to discuss 
biblical financial stewardship. The Old Testament scripture that will be used to support 
biblical financial stewardship comes from Genesis 30:25-43 and from the New 
Testament, comes from Matthew 25:14-30. 

More than eighty percent of the Bailey Advocacy Group (BAG) struggle in the 
area of financial stewardship. Moreover, the researcher struggled with biblical financial 
stewardship as a new Christian. Therefore, the focus of her project lies in the area of 
biblical financial stewardship. Prospering financially is a part of the covenant that God 
has promised to the seed of Abraham, natural and spiritual seed. Christians are 
considered spiritual seeds of Abraham according to Galatians 3:29 which says that. If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the promise. 
The New Covenant is “Sovereign administration of grace instituted by God through Jesus 
Christ for the redemption of fallen humanity, replacing and fulfilling the Old Covenant, 
which was expressed primarily through the Mosaic Law.”* 


^Managing God’s Money, “Biblical Stewardship”, accessed April 28, 2013, http:// managing 
godsmoney.eom/mgm/moneybibleverses.php#l -1. 

^Orthodox Church of America, accessed April 28, 2013, http://oca.org/resource-handbook/ 
steward education/stewardship-terminology. 

*Ibid. 
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The expression New Covenant is found principally in the New Testament; the 
word testament, in fact, is better-translated covenant.^ The inference is that Christians are 
under the New Covenant. Christians are promised so much more when they acquire the 
wisdom and knowledge to walk in God’s mandates as outlined in the Bible and will also 
prosper in every facet of life. Poverty has never been a part of God’s desire for His 
people.^*’ Although Jacob’s name refers to him as a supplanter, which means one who 
wrongfully or illegally seizes and holds the place of another, was blessed of God.^' 
Jacob’s twister ways did not stop God from carrying out the promise to bless Abraham 
and his seed. 

Jacob’s financial wealth and prosperity were promises bestowed upon him as a 
seed of Abraham, through his father Isaac, the covenant seed of Abraham. This covenant 
is outlined in Genesis. The biblical scriptures indicate that, “On that day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, to your descendants I have given this land, from the river 
of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: the Kenite and the Kenizzite and 
the Kadmonite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite (Genesis 15:8-21). This is representative of 
God taking care of and providing for the seed of Abraham. Jacob’s vision at Bethel of 

■^W. A. Elwell and B. J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI; Baker Book 
House, 1998), 295. 

*°Marchkus Bishop, Our Covenant of Prosperity: Crossing the Threshold to Supernatural 
Abundance (Tulsa, OK; Harrison House Inc., 1997), 23. 

"“Supplanter,” The Free Dietionary, aeeessed June 1, 2013, http;//www.thefreedictionary. 
com/Supplanter. 
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angels ascending and descending on a heavenly ladder on his behalf, coupled with God’s 
three-dimensioned promise that the land of Canaan would be his, that a people as 
numerous as dust would spread from him to the four points of the compass, and that he 
would enjoy a prosperity that would bless the world—this stunning vision and 
multifaceted promise became the informing, controlling, and heartening reality of Jacob’s 
twenty-year sojourn in Haran in pagan Mesopotamia.^^ 

God provided financial wealth through His covenant with Abraham. 

“After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision; “Fear not, Abram! 

I am your shield and the one who will reward you in great abundance.”'^ Abraham’s 
blessings from the covenant that he made with God consisted of financial wealth, 
protection, land, and many descendants. Jacob was blessed due to his kinship with 
Abraham as his grandfather. Jacob received the firstborn blessing that was meant for 
Esau. Esau despised his birthright preferring pottage to blessings; therefore, he never 
received the blessings of the first-born son. In the Old Testament, the firstborn son was 
the one who normally received a double inheritance, and was the one who would inherit 
his father’s role as head of the family. Jacob, the quiet, settled, integrated person 


'^R. K. Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing: Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL; Crossway 
Books, 2004), 381. 

'^“Genesis 15,” Bible.org, accessed April 1, 2013, https;//net.bible.org/#!bible/Genesis+15^ 

''^“What is the Significance of the first bom in the Bible,” Bible.org, accessed April 27, 2013, 
http://bible.org/question/what-significance-%E2%80%9Cfirstbom%E2%80%9D-bible. 
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favored by his mother.'^ Esau’s thoughtlessness lost him his birthright and allowed Jacob 
to have material superiority.^® 

The oracle Rebekah received (Gen 25:23) probably encouraged her to counter 
Isaac’s will and to gain the blessing for her favorite son by fraud.'’ The blessing 
apparently conveyed the status of head of family apart from the status of heir. Special 
privileges belonged to the firstborn male child in a family. Prominent among those 
privileges was a double portion of the estate as an inheritance. If a man had two sons, his 
estate would be divided into three portions, and the older son would receive two. The 
oldest son also normally received the father’s major blessings. Esau forfeited his 
birthright to his brother Jacob for the sake of a meal of lentil stew and bread (Gn 25:29- 
34).’® Indeed, the Hebrew word for blessing (berakah) is virtually an anagram of the word 
that means both birthright and firstborn (bekorah).’' The text is centered on the patriarch 
of Israel; God changed Jacob name to Israel. Jacob was bom holding the heel of his 
brother, so that he was named Jacob, “he takes by the heel” (cf. Hos 12:3), with the 


'^Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, s.v. “Jacob” 
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'^Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary ed., s.v. “Jacob” 
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derived meaning “to supplant, deeeive, attack from the rear.”^^ Jacob was ordained to 
receive prosperity and wealth. According to Genesis 25:23, the older son, Esau would 
serve the younger Jacob.This passage is crucial as an explanation of how Jacob became 
wealthy in his own right. He had lived as a part of Laban’s wider family wherein his own 
expanding family had been cared for sufficiently.^'^ There can be little doubt that the 
daughters of Laban were influenced by the promises of God to Abraham, on whose 
posterity were entailed the richest blessings, and from whom the Messiah Himself, in the 
fullness of time, was to descend.^^ An exegesis of stewardship during the Orthodox 
perspective was that a person serving Christ was a life-style that regards all of our earthly 
possessions as gifts from God of which we are merely stewards, overseers, and 
temporary managers^^. Reviewing information from the Orthodox perspective, the word 
stewardship did not exist. The modern day term “stewardship,” at least as we understand 
it and apply it to our Orthodox life in the twenty-first century was not in the vocabulary 
of the Church Lathers.If we were to seek the closest term in, say, John Chrysostom, 
such a term would most certainly be “sksrjpoauvri,” in English, almsgiving.In fact, the 


^^Elwell, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible. 

^'^Ted Cabal, The Apologetics Study Bible: Real Questions, Straight Answers, Stronger Faith 
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English word "alms" is an abridged form of that Greek word, sksr||ioahvr|.^^ The later 
Jews often used "righteousness" (tsedhakah) as meaning alms, since almsgiving was, in 
their view, the foremost righteousness.This use is seen in the frequent translations of 
tsedhakah by "alms" (sksqqoanvq) in the Septuagint.^^ This notion of alms as 
righteousness became almost universal among Jews in Jesus' day.^^ That this concept 
spread even among Christians, can be seen in the word for "alms" in Matthew 6:1.^^ 
Therefore, stewardship was not always viewed in the same light that it is viewed now in 
the twenty first century because the word stewardship was not a part of the ecclesia 
vocabulary during the Orthodox period. Below outlines the Old Testament scriptures 
which support stewardship. 

Now it came about when Rachel had borne Joseph that Jacob said to Laban, 

“Send me away, that 1 may go to my own place and to my own country. “Give me 
my wives and my children for whom I have served you, and let me depart; for you 
yourself know my service which 1 have 1 rendered you.” But Laban said to him, 
“If now it pleases you, stay with me; I have divined that the LORD has blessed 
me on your account.” He continued, “Name me your wages, and 1 will give it.” 
But he said to him, “You yourself know how 1 have served you and how your 
cattle have fared with me. “Lor you had little before 1 came and it has increased to 
a multitude, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I turned. But now, when 
shall 1 provide for my own household also?” So he said, “What shall 1 give you?” 
And Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will do this one thing for 
me, I will again pasture and keep your flock: let me pass through your entire flock 
today, removing from there every speckled and spotted sheep and every black one 
among the lambs and the spotted and speckled among the goats; and such shall be 
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my wages. “So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come concerning 
my wages. Every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats and black 
among the lambs, if found with me, will be considered stolen.” Laban said, 

“Good, let it be according to your word.” So he removed on that day the striped 
and spotted male goats and all the speckled and spotted female goats, everyone 
with white in it, and all the black ones among the sheep, and gave them into the 
care of his sons. And he put a distance of three days’ journey between himself and 
Jacob, and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks. Then Jacob took fresh rods of 
poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled white stripes in them, exposing the 
white, which was in the rods, set the rods which he had peeled in front of the 
flocks in the gutters, even in the watering troughs, where the flocks came to drink; 
and they mated when they came to drink. So the flocks mated by the rods, and the 
flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. Jacob separated the lambs, and 
made the flocks face toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban; 
and he put his own herds apart, and did not put them with Laban’s flock. 
Moreover, whenever the stronger of the flock were mating, Jacob would place the 
rods in the sight of the flock in the gutters, so that they might mate by the rods; 
but when the flock was feeble, he did not put them in; so the feebler were Laban’s 
and the stronger Jacob’s. So the man became exceedingly prosperous, and had 
large flocks and female and male servants and camels and donkeys. (Genesis 30: 
25-43). 


The text above is associated with how God prospers His people. In the New 
American Standard Bible (NASB), the text title is “Jacob Prospers.Biblical prosperity 
can be based upon financial stewardship. An example of God judging based upon 
financial stewardship is found in Luke 19 and in Matthew 25. How Christians manage 
what God gives to them will determine what God places in their hands to manage on His 
behalf. Jacob was the youngest son of Isaac. He was the father of the twelve sons who 
were heads of the twelve tribes of Israel. Jacob’s tenure is complete with Laban and he 
requests Laban’s dismissal, understanding that the endowment of service for his 


^"^Catherine Soanes, and Angus Stevenson, Concise Oxford English Dictionary (Oxford, NY: 
Oxford University Press, 2004). 
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daughters is paid in full. Genesis 30:25 serves as a transition that links Genesis 30:1-24 
to the episode that follows. In many languages, this transition will be adequately marked 
by such an introductory sentence as “After the birth of Joseph ...” or “Sometime after 
Joseph had been born.^^ Also noted at the beginning of verse 25, the verbi have served 
must be understood in this context as meaning “I have [now] completed my service.”^® 
“Send me on my way” (salleheni, v. 25b) expresses the desire of an underling for release 
from duty.^^ At which time Jacob’s fourteen years of servitude were ended; for Jacob was 
in Laban's house twenty years, fourteen were spent in serving for his wives, and the other 
six for his cattle (Genesis 30: 25). It is obvious that God prospered Jacob through the 
number of children that were birthed in his family in a seven-year period. The 
remembrance of God’s covenant, which had assigned him the land of promise as his true 
inheritance was on Jacob’s mind.^^ Jacob wanted to leave and go back to Canaan, but 
Laban wanted him to stay, for through divination he had learned that the Lord had 
blessed him because of Jacob as outlined in Genesis 30:27. 

Moreover, Jacob prospered in cattle and Laban prospered because of Jacob as 
mentioned in verse 27. Jacob being an heir under the covenant meant blessings to 
prosper. Laban was not willing to allow Jacob to leave without persuasion; as long as 

D. Reyburn and E. M. Frye, A Handbook on Genesis (New York, NY: United Bible 
Societies, 1998), 694. 

^'’Ibid., 695. 

3^Ibid. 

^®H.D.M. Spence-Jones, 372. 
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Jacob was around, this assured Laban of his prosperity. However, Jacob demands for 
Laban to allow him to go back to his own country and Laban finally obliges. Notice 
Jacob came with little, but was leaving with more, heading back to Beersheba. Even 
when Jacob worked for Laban, God prospered Jacob and the one that Jacob worked for. 
Jacob held a family council with his two wives and told them how God had blessed him, 
even though their father had cheated him and had changed his wages ten times (v 7; cf. v 
41). Jacob organized his caravan while Laban was away shearing sheep. 

Jacob retained his affection for the land of Canaan, not only because it was the 
land of his nativity, and his father and mother were there, whom he longed to see, but 
because it was the land of promise; and, in token of his dependence upon the promise of 
it, though he sojourned in Haran, he can by no means think of settling there.^° Thus 
should we be affected towards our heavenly country, looking upon ourselves as strangers 
here, viewing the heavenly country as our home, and longing to be there, as soon as the 
days of our service upon earth are numbered and finished."^^ We must not think of taking 
root here, for this is not our place and country, (Hebrews 13:14). Jacob was desirous to 
go to Canaan, though he had a great family to take with him, and no provision yet made 
for them."^^ He had got wives and children with Laban, but nothing else; yet he does not 
solicit Laban to give him either a portion with his wives or the maintenance of some of 

^®Elwell, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible. 

"^'’Reyburn, A Handbook on Genesis, 694. 
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his children/^ To my own home and country: my own home is literally my own place, 
which refers to his family home that Jacob had left many years earlier."^"^ My country or 
land refers to Beersheba, from which Jacob had left to go to Haran. It is the land where 
Jacob had been born and raised.'^^ 

Hence, Laban did not prosper Jacob or give Jacob anything that he did not work 
for. All that Jacob had was due to him serving Laban and God’s blessing upon him. 
Christians are in covenant with God through their Savior Jesus and financial prosperity is 
a part of their covenant rights. Laban could not claim any part of Jacob’s success. Those 
that trust in God, in his providence and promise, though they have great families and 
small incomes, can cheerfully hope that He who sends mouths will send meat."^^ He who 
feeds the brood of the ravens will not starve the seed of the righteous."*^ As von Rad 
points out, the request of Jacob is actually a request to be released from his status as a 
servant who is dependent on Laban. So in some languages an expression that means to 
release a person from service or obligation may be used appropriately here."^^ For you 
know the service which I have given you: this statement alludes to the fact that Jacob’s 
work has been outstanding and has increased Laban’s wealth, as Laban admits in verse 

“^^Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary On The Whole Bible: Complete And Unabridged 
In One Volume (Peabody, MA; Hendrickson, 1994). 

‘^"^Reyburn, 694. 

‘‘^Ibid. 
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^^Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. 
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27."^^ Churlish selfish men know how to give good words when it is to serve their own 
ends.^*’ I have become rich and the Lord has blessed me because of you”—which plainly 
declares that his overriding interest was money, and that his prosperity was solely 
because God’s blessing was on Jacob.I have learned by divination that the LORD has 
blessed me because of you” (emphasis added.) Whether he really did learn this by 
divination is not clear. Laban found that his stock had wonderfully increased with 
Jacob’s good management, and he owns it, with very good expressions of respect both to 
God and Jacob: I have learned by experience that the Lord has blessed me for thy sake. 
His prosperity was owing to God’s blessing (Genesis 30: 25-43). 

The blessing was upon Jacob and followed him wherever Jacob endeavored. The 
same blessing that was on Jacob, we as Christians are entitled to and can walk in. 
Because financial prosperity is a part of our New Covenant, we should never lack 
anything that pertains to our needs and our Godly desires. However, this is incumbent 
upon how we manage what is bestowed to us as Christians, our knowledge of our 
covenant rights and our willingness to procure what belongs to us. 

Poverty is contrary to the very nature of God; poverty and God do not go 
together.Poor is not God’s will. Although the Bible speaks of the poor being around 

‘‘■’Ibid., 695. 

K. Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing: Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: 
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always according to Matthew 26:11, this lot was not designated for God’s children. Poor 
is defined as the following: “having little money or few possessions, not having enough 
money for the basic things that people need to live properly, having a very small amount 
of something, not good in quality or condition.The biblical text support God’s desire 
for His children to live an abundant life and Jacob is an early example of this. The 
definition of abundance as seen in the Aramaic follows. It is a state of plenty. Since Israel 
was often restricted in resources, abundance was an important feature of her future hope, 
and became a symbol of spiritual well-being.Strong’s numbering system is 6555.f 79 
parats (829b); a prim.^^ The root; to break through :—became ... prosperous(l), 
breaches(l), break(2), break their down(l), break down(l), break forth(l), breaker(l), 
breaking away(l), breaks through(2), broke(l), broke down(l), broken(3), broken 
down(5), broken through(2), destroyed(l), distributed(l), employ violence(l), 
everywhere(l), increase(l), increased(3), infrequent*(l), made(l), made an outburst(l), 
outburst*(2), overflow(l), sinks(l), spread(3), spread abroad(l), tear down(l), 
through(l), tore down(2), urged(4).^’ An asterisk (*) indicates that the key represents two 


Merriam-Webster Dictionary, accessed February 23, 2014, http://www.merriam- 
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or more Hebrew or Aramaic words. Refer to the English concordance listing of the key 
word for the additional Hebrew or Aramaic word numbers. 

Jacob’s piety had brought that blessing upon him; The Lord has blessed me, not 
for my own sake (let not such a man as Laban, that lives without God in the world, think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord, Jas 1:7), but for thy sake.^^ Good men are 
blessings to the places where they live, even where they live is meanly and obscurely, as 
Jacob in the field, and Joseph in the prison, if you will allow me to say so is literally “If I 
have found favor in your eyes.” Laban speaks to Jacob as if Jacob were his superior. This 
polite form of address is part of Laban’s plan to keep Jacob so that Laban’s animals will 
continue to increase and make him still richer. 

Jacob’s selfish uncle was averse to a separation, not from warmth of affection 
either for Jacob or his daughters, but from the damage his own interests would sustain. 

He had found, from long observation, that the blessing of heaven rested on Jacob, and 
that his stock had wonderfully increased under Jacob’s management.This was a 
remarkable testimony that good men are blessings to the places where they reside.®^ Men 
of the world are often blessed with temporal benefits on account of their pious relatives, 
though they have not always, like Laban, the wisdom to discern, or the grace to 

^^Reyburn, A Handbook on Genesis, 695. 

^^Reyburn, A Handbook on Genesis, 695. 

®’J. P. Lange, P. Schaff, T. Lewis, A. Gosman, A Commentary On The Holy Scriptures 
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acknowledge it.^^ Since God had prospered him, it is less likely that Laban had resorted 
to a magical omen.^"^ He could plainly see what God had done through Jacob’s labors. 
Perhaps a better translation of Laban’s words would be, “I have observed the signs, and 
the Lord has blessed me because of you.”^^ 

As the conversation continued between Jacob and Laban, Laban ask Jacob to 
name his wages. Laban’s attempt was to keep the blessing around. In the east, shepherds 
receive for their hire not money, but a certain amount of the increase or produce of the 
flock; but Laban would at the time have done anything to secure the continued services of 
his nephew, and make a show of liberality, which Jacob well knew was constrained.^^ 
Name your wages is literally “set your wages on me;” we may render this “Tell me how 
much I should pay you” or “Tell me how much money you want.”^^ The passage has 
exposed a significant irony that exhibits the theological conviction of the author. He 
regularly testifies of Israel’s God as one who transforms a destitute situation into a 
victory for the patriarchs.’^*’ It is apparent to the author that the God of Jacob is a God 

“Ibid. 

“Ibid. 

“W. G. Williams, Genesis: A Commentary for Bible Students (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan 
Publishing House, 1999), 222. 
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that blesses His people and causes them to walk in abundance. Laban not only 
recognizes, almost fawningly, Jacob’s worth to his house, but is even willing to yield 
unconditionally to his determination—a proof that he did not expect of Jacob too great a 
demand.^^ 

How your cattle have fared with me; cattle refer to all of Laban’s animals or 
flocks and not just to his cows and bulls. This statement refers to the increase in 
Laban’s animals and may often be translated, for example, “how much your animals have 
increased.For you had little before I came is literally “For a little which was to you 
before me.” Jacob reminds Laban that he had few animals when Jacob arrived in Haran: 
“Before I came here you had few animals.And it has increased abundantly; it refers to 
the animals or flocks of Laban.We may say, for example, “and your flocks [animals] 
have become numerous” or “and now see how many animals you have.”’^ And the Lord 
has blessed you wherever I turned is literally, “the Lord has blessed you according to my 
foot.”^’ 


’‘Ibid. 
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This Hebrew idiom may have the meaning of “wherever I went” or “beeause I am 
here.”^^ Jaeob agrees with Laban’s theologieal reading of the situation, and he amplifies 
on Laban’s admission by asserting that wherever Jaeob aeeompanied the herds there was 
increase in their numbers.It was the Lord blessed Jacob and he became rich in flocks 
and herds as did Laban because of Jacob. Laban’s prosperity was due to Jacob’s 
stewardship of what God had provided. 

After the negotiations are completed, each man takes action. Laban makes a 
preemptive strike, thinking that his precautions will ensure his victory (vv. 35-36). But 
Jacob outsmarts his elder by employing a plan of animal husbandry that created a 
numerous and stronger herd, leaving Laban’s sons a few feeble animals (vv. 37-42). 
However, Jacob was later told by God that it was not his scheming after all but God’s 
arrangement that the right males mated with the females to assure the desired results 
(31:10-12).^^ God’s promises at Bethel were being kept.*^ 

Jacob understood that God would bless him due to his covenant with God through 
Abraham and proper handling of Laban’s cattle. Jacob never cheated Laban and was 
judicious in the handling of Laban’s flock. Being judicious in the handling of what God 
gives to the Christian through tithing and giving, will keep God’s blessings moving 

™Ibid. 

^^Matthews, The New American Commentary, 497. 

«<>Ibid. 
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toward you, just like Jacob. Although Laban changed Jacob’s wages on numerous 
occasions to keep the advantage and to keep Jacob around, Jacob continued to be 
honorable in the keeping of Laban’s flock. Jacob said, “Thou shah not give me 
anything;” normally shepherds contracted to shepherd for 10 to 20 percent of the flock as 
payment as well as a percentage of the wool and milk products. 

The words, “thou shah not give me anything,” seem to indicate that Jacob had no 
stock from Laban to begin with, and did not intend to be dependent upon him for any part 
of his possessions.^"^ Those of this description which should appear among the flocks 
should be his hire.^^ He would depend upon the divine providence and his own skill. He 
would be no more indebted to Laban than Abraham to the king of Sodom. And Laban 
was unwilling to part with so profitable an assistant.^^ What shall I give you?^^ Laban’s 
question assumes that Jacob is willing to stay and work or it may be understood as an 
unspoken refusal to allow Jacob to leave Haran.*^ 

If the translator accepts the question as assuming Jacob will remain, it may be 
necessary to make this a condition followed by a question: “If you will stay with me, how 

®hohn Walton, Genesis, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001) 
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much shall I pay you?” or “If you will continue working for me, tell me how mueh 
money you will want.”^° Jacob was willing to earn his own way knowing that God would 
prosper him. All Jacob desired was an opportunity to pick the sheep that appeared to be 
the weakest and the fewest out of Laban’s floek. 

Eastern sheep being generally white, the goats black, and spotted or speckled ones 
comparatively few and rare, Jacob proposed to remove all existing ones of that 
description from the flock, and to be content with what might appear at the next lambing 
time.^^ The proposal seemed so much in favor of Laban that he at once agreed to it.^^ But 
Jacob has been accused of taking advantage of his uncle, and though it is difficult to 
exculpate him from practicing some degree of dissimulation, he was only availing 
himself of the results of his great skill and experience in the breeding of cattle.But it is 
evident from the next chapter (Gn 31:5-13) that there was something miraculous and that 
the means he had employed had been suggested by a divine intimation. 

When God blesses a Christian, it is evident by the world. Jacob was a good 
steward over Laban’s floek and God would reward Jaeob for his stewardship. Every 
speckled and spotted sheep and every blaek lamb: Jacob’s plan is to take out of Laban’s 
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flocks all the sheep and goats that are of mixed colors.Sheep were normally white, and 
goats were brown or black. Jacob would separate out all the animals that were speckled 
and spotted (sheep that had dark spots on their white wool, or among goats, those that had 
white or other light colored spots on their dark hair).^^ Such shall be my wages: such 
refers to the colored animals: “they will be my wages” or “you must give me those ones 
as my pay for working for you.”^^ 

A suggested model for translating verse 32 is “Let me take out of your herd today 
every black lamb and every [sheep or] goat that has more than one color. That is all the 
payment I ask.”^^ Since in Oriental countries sheep are commonly white and goats’ black, 
the number of speckled and spotted animals (i. e. sheep with little spots and large patches 
of black, and goats with little or large points of white, in their hair) would be unusually 
small.Most sheep are all white, and most goats are all one dark color, black or brown. 
Mottled and striped sheep and goats are comparatively rare. 

The dark-spotted or entirely black sheep and white or white-speckled goats were 
to be Jacob’s reward, which was to be subsequently increased by whatever speckled 
animals might appear among the one-colored flocks; but it seems more probable that 
Jacob only claimed the latter, and, both to make the bargain more attractive to Laban and 

®^Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing, 384. 
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to show that he wanted nothing from Laban but only what God might be pleased in 
accordance with this arrangement to bestow, he suggested that the flocks and herds 
should be purged of all such speckled and spotted animals to begin with.'*’^ 

Jacob’s chances of obtaining speckled animals by this arrangement were so small 
that Laban, with his customary selfishness, had no difficulty in closing with the offered 
bargain.And Laban was willing to consent to this bargain because he thought if the 
few he has that were now speckled and spotted were separated from the rest, which by 
agreement was to be done immediately, the body of the flock which Jacob was to tend, 
being of one color, either all black or all white, would produce few or none of mixed 
colors, and so he should have Jacob’s service for nothing, or next to nothing. 

According to this bargain, those few that were party-colored were separated, and 
put into the hands of Laban’s sons, and sent three days’ journey off; so great was Laban’s 
jealously lest any of them should mix with the rest of the flock, to the advantage of 
Jacob.And now a fine bargain Jacob has made for himself! Is this his providing for 
his own house, to put it upon such an uncertainty?'*’^ If these cattle bring forth, as usually 
cattle do, young ones of the same color with themselves, he must still serve for nothing. 
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and be a drudge and a beggar all the days of his life; but he knows whom he has trusted, 
and the event showed it was not in vain to rely upon the divine providence, which owns 
and blesses honest humble diligence. Those that find men whom they deal with unjust 
and unkind shall not find God so, but, some way or other, he will recompense the injured, 
and be a good pay-master to those that commit their cause to him. Jacob could 
legitimately complain that Laban “changed my wages ten times” across the six years 
(31:41). 

Laban removed that day that the smallest possible chance of success might remain 
to his nephew. Four sorts of animals were to be removed: the dotted, the patched, the 
ring-marked or striped, and the black or brown. All of the marked animals were 
removed.''^ Both the variegated “male goats” (teyasim) and variegated “female goats” 
(izzim) were transferred, as well as all the dark sheep (kesabim), seemingly foiling 
Jacob’s plans of building a herd.^^^ And (as if to insure the impossibility of the two flocks 
mingling and breeding) he set three days’ journey betwixt himself (with his sons and the 
parti-colored animals) and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks out of which 
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he was to pay himself as best he could in accordance with the contract. Further, Laban 
established a wide buffer zone of three days’ travel between the herds tended by his sons 
and those by Jacob. 

As an experienced herdsman, Jacob knew that he could yet outwit Laban. First, 
he produced stock that met the coloration standard (vv. 37-40), and Jacob crossbred the 
stronger type (vv. 41^2).^^® Jacob was keen enough to realize that by crossbreeding the 
animals the way he did (see 30:37-40), according to the laws of heredity, he would 
increase his flocks twenty-five percent over what would otherwise have occurred without 
his selective breeding procedures. 

Jacob took rods and used them. There are many varieties of the hazel, some of 
which are more erect than the common hazel, and it was probably one of these varieties 
Jacob employed. The styles are of a bright red color, when peeled; and along with 
them he took wands of other shrubs, which, when stripped of the bark, had white 
streaks.These, kept constantly before the eyes of the female at the time of gestation. 


"^Spence-Jones, The Pulpit Commentary: Genesis 1909, 371. 
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his observation had taught him would have an influence, through the imagination, on the 
future offspring 7^® 

Watering troughs usually a long stone block hollowed out, from which several 
sheep could drink at once, but sometimes so small as to admit of only one drinking at a 
time.^^' While Jacob may have been a party to breeding methods that escape modern non¬ 
farming readers, it is quite clear in the next chapter of Genesis, as the Lord revealed to 
Jacob in a dream (see 31:10-12), that the Lord himself saw that Jacob was rewarded. 

Both Jacob and the author of Genesis knew that in reality God was fulfilling the promises 
that He had given Jacob at Bethel. And he set the rods, Knobel thinks he placed the staffs 
on the watering-troughs, but did not put them in the gutters.But this does not agree 
with the choice of the verb, nor the fact itself: the animals, by looking into the water for 
some time, were to receive, as it were, into themselves, the appearance of the rods lying 
near; the animals “were frightened” at them. 

The wells were surrounded with watering-troughs, used for the watering of the 
cattle. And they conceived. Here in the story Jacob’s manipulation of sticks peeled to 
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imitate stripes was intended to visually influence the plain animals to variegation. This 
plays into Jacob’s name meaning twister. But Jacob was not wholly superstitious in the 
process, because his selective breeding was eminently reasonable. ™ Whenever the 
strongest of the flock were breeding, Jacob would lay the sticks in the troughs before the 
eyes of the flock that they might breed among the sticks but for the feeble of the flock he 
would not lay them there.So the feeble would be Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s. 

It was generally believed that placing such visual aids before the animals as they were 
mating, it was possible to influence the appearance of their offspring. E. A. Speiser 
notes that “Jacob finds a way to outwit his father-in-law, through prenatal conditioning of 
the flock by visual aids in conformance with universal folk beliefs. 

Nevertheless, in spite of Jacob’s efforts at animal husbandry, he still attributes the 
resulting success to God (Genesis 31:5). In light of a belief that has persisted even to this 
day, that what a female witnessed at the time of pregnancy would affect the nature of the 
offspring, at mating time he placed before the females odd-colored branches, with the 
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bark stripped off in spots to add to the motley array. Strangely, it happened just as he 
had anticipated: the young that were born were speckled and spotted. 

Furthermore, it appears he attributes the idea to a divine revelation (31:10-13). 
Modern eugenics can explain technically how he succeeded by breeding animals that 
possessed the desired, recessive genes and further by selective breeding to multiply the 
stronger animals; but Jacob’s knowledge would have been dependent on learned 
experience as a seasoned herdsman, or possibly by divine instruction in his dream (Gn 
31:10).^^"^ Thus, Westermann explains that Jacob isolated the young white sheep and set 
them facing the speckled goats (from Jacob’s own flock) and the dark goats (from 
Laban’s flock).The combination of speckled and dark goats approximated the 
alternating colors of the peeled branches employed for the goats.’ He routinely selected 
the stronger females who mated near the multicolored branches, leaving the weaker ones 
for Laban’s collection.By the weaker ones reproducing for Laban’s herd, his stock 
gradually became few and puny.^^* 


'^^Paschall and Hobbs, The Teacher's Bible Commentary, 38. 
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Since Jacob attributes his success to Yahweh (31:9-11), he was acting in faith that 
Yahweh would supematurally increase his flocks. There is no natural explanation for 
Jacob’s success.Monochrome sheep and goats cannot produce offspring with 
markings only by looking at white stripes (the peeled shoots of trees) and then mating 
with each other; only God can produce such results. We must recall that Jacob began 
without marked animals since Laban removed them, something Jacob had not anticipated 
(vv. 31-36).^'^^ Jacob needed God’s help at the outset, trusting God for the outcome. 

The scriptures are explicit that God opened Rachel’s womb (Gn 30:22).^"^"^ And 
they are also explicit that God intervened and gave the livestock to Jacob: “Thus God has 
taken away the livestock of your father and given them to me” (31:9). Therefore, 
however it happened and however informed Jacob was, God did it! Jacob prospers. 

As in the case of his father (26:13) and grandfather (12:16; 13:2; 24:35), Jacob 
became wealthy in animals and servants. By building massive herds of small cattle, he 
could trade and purchase servants and burden-bearing animals, such as camels and 

Barry, et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2012), 41-42. 
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donkeys.The possession of camels shows that the man was exceptionally rich since 
these animals were rare and costly.Prosperous (paras) is a link with the original 
promise made to Jacob (spread, paras, 28:14), showing that the Lord had made good on 
his word.^^*’ 

Also there is an ironic twist indicated by this word; it appeared earlier in verse 30 
(increased, paras), describing Laban’s wealth by virtue of Jacob’s efforts. Now, after 

retaining his nephew, Laban unexpectedly becomes the inferior of the two.^^^ Like 
Abraham and Isaac thus far the historian simply narrates the fact of the patriarch’s 
prosperity, and the steps which led to it, “without expressing approbation of his conduct 
or describing his increasing wealth as a blessing from God.'^^ 

As we move from the Old Testament scriptures to New Testament scriptures on 
biblical financial stewardship, God shows His consistency and His promise in 
maintaining biblical financial stewardship. When Adam and Eve were in the Garden of 
Eden, their role was partner and manager with God because their nature was perfect. 
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When they sinned, they became managers, their roles changed with God due to their 
sinful nature until God would send a redeemer. 

God’s nature surrounding biblical stewardship has not changed although the New 
Testament is considered a better covenant to the covenant people of God. Hebrew chapter 
one speaks of a better covenant. “But now Jesus has obtained a more excellent ministry, 
by as much as Jesus is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on 
better promises. 

This better covenant allows Christians to partake in a more glorious life with 
Jesus the Christ. As we transition from the Old Testament scripture. Old Covenant to the 
New Testament or the New Covenant scripture, God’s nature has not changed. God 
transitions from His part as being the provider of Jacob prosperity in Genesis 30, the Old 
Testament, to the Christian’s role in biblical financial stewardship as managers in 
Matthew 25:14-30 in The New Testament. 

Reviewing the biblical scriptures in the Old and the New Testaments, it is easy to 
identify the covenant roles humankind and God plays. As identified in the biblical texts, 
God is the initial giver and the provider of the goods, God is also the owner of the goods 
given, and humankind is the manager of the assets, which God has provided. Stewardship 
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is love in action.'^^ Mathew 25: 14-30 deals with the management of financial 
stewardship. 


“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves 
and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents, to another, 
two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his 
journey. ^^Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded 
with them, and gained five more talents. ^^In the same manner the one who had 
received the two talents gained two more. But he who received the one talent 
went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his ^master’s money. “Now 
after a long time the master of those slaves *came and *settled accounts with 
them. ^°The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You 
were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your^master.’^^ “Also the one who had received the two talents came up 
and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more 
talents.’ ^^His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were 
faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.“And the one also who had received the one talent came up 
and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow 
and gathering where you scattered no seed. And I was afraid, and went away 
and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.“But his master 
answered and said to him, ‘ You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I 
did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. Then you ought to have put 
my moneyHn the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back 
with interest. Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one 
who has the ten talents.“For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he 
will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does 
have shall be taken away. 

In the parable above, Jesus illustrates the kingdom of heaven. The preceding 
parable in Matthew taught the importance of being ready; this one carries on that theme 
by showing what readiness means.Jesus illustrates the nature of the kingdom of 
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heaven once again with a story about a master with good and bad servants.Jesus gave 
his disciples some practical direction about how to live in readiness for his return. In 
this parable it indicates Jesus desire and willingness to bless all of the servants. 

However, the blessings are determined by what the servants due with the master’s talents 
that are given to each servant. This parable seems to go beyond the first three in that it 
takes the watchfulness to new levels of practical obedience and, therefore, to reward. 

The true disciples’ readiness will involve careful stewardship of assets during the king’s 
absence in anticipation of reward. ^^^Verse fourteen illustrates this so graciously. The 
master has informed his servants that he must take a trip that will require the master to be 
away for a while. The master will leave each servant in charge of something. The master 
is in representation of Jesus providing talents for each of the children of God to manage 
and bring a return on the talents. In verse fourteen, money is the means of exchange 
when speaking of talents. Between master and slaves this was not uncommon in ancient 
times for the master to deliver the goods for the slave to manage on his behalf.Christ’s 
“servants” here mean all who, by their Christian profession, stand in the relation to Him 
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of entire subjection. His “goods” mean all their gifts and endowments, whether original 
or acquired, natural or spiritual. As all that slaves have belongs to their master, so Christ 
has a claim to everything which belongs to His people, everything which, may be turned 
to good, and He demands its appropriation to His service, or, viewing it otherwise, they 
first offer it up to Him; as being “not their own, but bought with a price” (1 Co 6:19, 20), 
and He “delivers it to them” again to be put to use in His service. 

This parable begins immediately with the word again (hosper, meaning “just as, 
even as,” an abbreviated version of the introductory formula in 25:1).^^^ This is another 
parable teaching something about the kingdom of heaven; a man (representing Jesus) was 
about to set out on a journey (representing the time before Jesus’ return; cf 21:33).^^’ 
While he was gone, he needed to be sure that his property was well cared for, so he called 
his servants and entrusted (paradidomi, “hand over”) his possessions to them before 
leaving. This man and his going abroad are a picture of Jesus who is about to leave his 
disciples to enter the glory of heaven, to be gone a long while, and then at last to 
return. He called his own slaves (5oh^oi) who belonged to him and whose personal 
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interests were identical with his ownd^° He called them in order to inform them of his 
plans and of the great and honorable way in which he intended to employ them during his 
stay abroadd’^ To turn all this wealth over to men who were nothing but his slaves 
implied that he was honoring them with a great trust. This appealed to the noblest 
motive in their hearts to show themselves worthy of such a trust. It involved a 
corresponding responsibility on their part and a resolve that they would measure up to 
this responsibility. 

Every Christian is entrusted with some responsibility for the kingdom. What 
God gives us to manage is always important to God. How we manage is important 
likewise. Some will take this seriously and invest their lives wisely, and others will 
squander this responsibility.^’^ The part of the kingdom entrusted to each of us is 
precious to the Lord. He is hurt by the mishandling of a lifetime of opportunity; but he 
rejoices over a lifetime well spent. He has placed in our hands what is his own. This is 
a sobering thought—to be stewards of kingdom resources.^” 
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God or the master did not give each servant the same amount to manage. Each 
servant is different and the master is aware of what capabilities each servant can manage; 
one unique element in this parable is the different property entrusted to each servant— 
five talents to one, two talents to the second, and one talent to the third, each according to 
his ability.The inequality: five, three, one, shows the height of wisdom and of love. 

We are not alike even by nature. Both in the world and in the church there is endless 
variety. Moreover, God has called the servants to be ready when He returns. Readiness 
“is not a matter of passively ‘waiting’, but of responsible activity, producing results 
which the coming ‘master’ can see and approve. For the period of waiting was not 
intended to be an empty, meaningless ‘delay’, but a period of opportunity to put to good 
use the ‘talents’ entrusted to his ‘slaves’.The money was calculated in talents 
presents us with a problem, for a talent was a measure of weight, not a specific unity of 
currency. From this parable we have derived the use of “talent” to indicate abilities of 
various kinds, but we should be clear that the word had no such associations for Jesus and 
his hearers. It was simply a unit of weight. 


K. Weber, Matthew Vol. 1,( Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers 2000), 420. 
'^^Lenski, R. C. H. (1961). The Interpretation of St. Matthew’s Gospel (p. 974). 

Morris . The Gospel according to Matthew Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. 
Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press,1992). 

‘^^Ibid. 

Morris, The Gospel according to Matthew ,2000 p. 627). 

‘^^Ibid. 



89 


The Lord knows us, and he knows the full potential of each person for serving the 
kingdomd^'^ He designed that potential into each of us when he created us and no one is 
entrusted with more than he can handle, but neither is he entrusted with less than he can 
handled^^ The person entrusted with little will be required to do all he can with the little 
he has been givend*^ All of us are to live up to our full potential, by God’s strength, with 
his wisdom, for his kingdom. This stewardship is comprehensive.^*’ 

It was the largest weight in normal use (see on 18:24), and when used for money 
it might refer to either gold or silver or copper. The fact that the third servant buried 
apyuprov (v. 18) may indicate that in this story the talents were of silver. But the word 
may be used generally of “money,” so this is not conclusive. Attempts to render the 
equivalent in modern monetary terms run up against difficulties: we do not know exactly 
what weight the talent was in Palestine in New Testament times, nor do we know whether 
gold or silver or copper is in mind here, and, of course, with inflation and the like modern 
currencies vary in worth. All that we can say is that//ve talents represent a 
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considerable sum of money, two was not a small amount, and one was a sum not to be 
disregardedd^^ The fact that the third servant buried apyuprov (v. 18) may indicate that in 
this story the talents were of silver. But the word may be used generally of “money,” so 
this is not conclusive. F. D. Bruner comments, “In the kingdom of Christ not all are 
created equal.”^^^ Nor is everyone expected to perform at the same level of competence, 
but all are expected to do their best as faithful stewards. 

Notice the pace in which the servants went out to accomplish the desire of their 
master. The first two servants go to work at once, and each earns a hundred-percent yield 
on his investments.'^^ The servant given only one talent makes no investment at all, 
though he does safeguard the money for his master’s return (v. 18; cf. b. B. Mes. 42a). 

As the unfolding story will demonstrate, to make no commitments on religious matters is 
really to make a damning commitment by default. The phrase “At once” implied 
prompt obedience on the part of the first servant (as well as the second; note so also in 
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25:17).^^^ These two servants did not miss a single opportunity to bring their master a 
return on his investmentd^^ They put his money to work, meaning they invested for a 
profit; each doubled the amount entrusted to him during his master’s absence, there was 
no doubt that the first two servants worked hard for the master. If we are obedient, 
good things will come to that servant. Multiplication is always apart of God’s process. 

In time diligence was rewarded, for the//ve talents entrusted to him became ten; the 
activity resulted in the doubling of his original capital, the servant that had five talents 
and likewise, the second servant doubled the profits.The servant with the one talent 
was slothful and fearful. He feared other things more than the servant feared no bringing 
a return to the master that left the one talent with him. The fear of other things caused 
him to lose out on being given more by the master. The third servant was a very different 
kind of person.He simply dug a hole and hid his master’s money. He kept it in a 
manner which revealed his real attitude toward the gift and the Giver: he buried it.^*’'^ He 
thus was like one who had no gift at all; but it was he himself who made himself thus.^*’^ 
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In this he is a picture of all those in the church who for any reason refuse to use the gifts 
of Christ in his service” (Lenski, p. 916)}^^ 

This was a not uncommon way of hiding objects for safekeeping in antiquity (cf. 
13:44).If it was carefully done, nobody other than the person who dug the hole would 
know where it was and what was in it.^°^ Jesus does not indicate at this point why the 
man did this (laziness? fear?).^*’^ The important thing for this man was that the money 
was secure and that he could produce it when the time came; keeping it in this way meant 
that there was no possibility of loss, but it also meant that there was no possibility of 
gain.^'° The “long time” of v. 19 matches the “delay” motif of the previous two 
parables.Later Christian theology would naturally see in this interval the delay of the 
return of Christ, but in the context in which Jesus first uttered these words, his disciples 
would have thought first of all of the delay of God’s coming to bring the Day of the Lord 
(see under 24:48; 25:5).^^^ But at last the time of reckoning does arrive. The first servant 
displays the results of his work and is praised and rewarded with greater responsibility 
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and with rejoicing in the company of his master. Those who have been good stewards of 
all the time, material resources, and abilities God has given them (and not just with a 
tenth of these) can expect commendation, happiness, and eternal life from God. It is not 
clear if “in charge” in vv. 21 and 23 carries any allegorical freight, but perhaps we can 
expect eternity to be filled with meaningful activity and responsibility of some kind (we 
have such at least on Judgment Day—19:28).^'^ Investing resources (e.g., money, energy, 
and abilities) has always been a risky business, even the wisest investor risks losing 
increases if something happens at the wrong time (e.g., a famine, a war).^^"^ Implied in the 
two faithful servants’ actions here was a certain amount of risk, but it was obedient 
risk.^^^ They were expected to do what was prudent—what would normally turn a profit, 
based on their wisdom drawn from life experience. 

Believers also are required to obey Jesus in all things, even when risk is involved, 
even when we do not see the end results; this is not the same as foolish extravagance or 
taking risks to test the Lord, without the likelihood of a return on the investment. It 
does not mean taking chances without thinking ahead. But it implies a life lived on the 


Blomberg, Matthew (Vol. 22. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 372-373. 
214 S. K. Weber. Matthew (Vol. 1, p. 420). 

^‘dbid. 


2l%id. 

217 


Ibid. 



94 


edge of faith.Such a consistently obedient, faith-filled life pleases the Lord and 
accomplishes his kingdom purposes. 

In contrast, the third servant, who had received one talent, played it safe by 
burying his talent and waiting for his master’s return.^^*’ His life failed to realize any 
impact or gain for his master.He demonstrated an appalling lack of understanding of 
his master and he clearly did not know him very well.^^^ Too many so-called “believers” 
fail to believe the Lord enough to obey him, revealing a lack of faith through passive 
spirituality and failure to step out in “risky” obedience.Having already failed the 
master’s trust, he now proceeds to insult the master.He offers an excuse no master 
would have accepted: knowing the master’s reputation for sternness, he was paralyzed 
with fear (25:24-25).^^^ The sense is obvious: “I knew thou wast one whom it was 
impossible to serve, one whom nothing would please; exacting what was impracticable, 
and dissatisfied with what was attainable” {Brown )But Dr. Morison paraphrases thus: 
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“Not only reaping thine own fields, and leaving no gleanings for the poor behind, but 
unscrupulously passing the boundary line that separates thy fields from the fields of thy 
neighbors, and thrusting thy sickle, whenever thou hast an opportunity, into their standing 
com. Sir, thou art so hard as to be not only ungenerous, but positively unjust.”^^’ 

The parable sounds a warning that it is often the one-talent man who refuses to do 
anything in the work of the Kingdom, excusing himself by saying that he cannot do 
much.^^^ But the spirit and attitude of the man with the one talent should put such on their 
guard.The servant who did nothing blamed his master for his own failure (v. 24- 
25).^^° He failed to realize that it was only the master’s ownership of property which gave 
him the opportunity for successful service.It was true that the owner had the servants 
do the work, but be was the one who clothed and fed and cared for them. 

Because of his selfish, sinful attitude the master addressed him as wicked and 
slothful servant (v. 26).^^^ The second adjective literally means “shrinking, hesitating, 
timid;” these attitudes can frustrate effective Christian service (cf. Rom. 2:11).^^^ 
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Perhaps the last part of verse 26 should be a question rather than an assertion—the 
Greek bearing both translations equally well.^^"^ “So you knew ...?” Then double reason 
why you should have given my money to the bankers (“money-changers”), so that I 
would have my capital with interest (v. 21)}^^ Verse 29 states a truism of life. The one 
who uses his talents gains more; the one who fails to use what he has soon loses it.^^^ The 
really valuable things in life can only be retained as they are employed and exercised. 

The one who fails to use his talents will gain only eternal loss (v. 30) 

The master identified the problem with the servant as wicked and slothful which 
caused him to judge the servant harshly because the servant never put forth the effort to 
bring a return on the master’s talents. However, there is hope for all of those that are 
good servants that handle or manage the master’s goods appropriately. It indicates the 
scope of the parable; our watching for our Lord’s coming by faithfully using his talents in 
his service. Thus grace which kindles faith and a new life that entitle us to enter the 
heavenly marriage is for this very reason to be followed by the fruits of grace and faith 
and a new life in good works.The slave is rewarded beyond all deserts; being his 
master’s slave, he and all his labor and skill belonged to that master, thus also all the 
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profits the slave might acquire.But this master is to be a picture of Christ with all his 
heavenly generosity.The single adverb, “Well!” i.e., “it is well,” is complete in itself, a 
judgment or a verdict.^'^^ We might translate, “Fine!” or, “Excellent!The same is true 
in regard to 5ou^s dyaBs Kai Tiiaxs, which is an exclamation that is complete in itself. 

The adverb su is a verdict on the work, the vocative a verdict on the worker, “Slave 
excellent and reliable!” and thus furnishing his master great satisfaction.No higher 
commendation can come to any believer from the lips of Jesus.This significant praise 
outranks all the flattery and the honor the world may bestow.Jesus holds up this 
commendation to us in advance in order that we may ever keep it before our eyes and 
allow it to make us always faithful. 

This slave’s master might have stopped with this praise, many masters would; or 
he might have added something tangible, a small sum taken from the profit gained by the 
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five talents. Not so this master who is to be a picture of Jesus: “Over few things wast 
thou faithful, over many will I station thee.” So all these talents are only “few things,” 
just enough to try us out to see what kind of slaves we are.^"^^ The Lord or the master over 
showered the faithful good servants with an abundance. This was portrayed in the image 
of Jesus. This ties to the scripture in First Corinthians 2:9, “Eyes have not seen, nor ears 
heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man what God has in store for those....” But 
here all the Lord’s goodness and his grace appear: his one thought is our elevation and 
our joy.He places us first over few things, then over many things, and both of these 
phrases are placed forward for the sake of emphasis.Note S7ii in the sense of “over” 

(R. 604). The future, “I will station thee,” is volitive; it voices the power and the authority 
of this master. Think of what these words that are addressed to us by Christ imply 
God elevates the good and faithful servants over many things. God shows His affection 
by rewarding the servants that are good servants. 
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Matthew 25:21 states“.. .Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord.”^^^ 

There are principles of financial stewardship that may be overlooked or 
understated is “debt is slavery.Proverbs 22:7 states, “The rich ruleth over the poor, 
and the borrower is servant to the lender.” One of the main principles of biblical financial 
stewardship is we are stewards not owners. These are a few of the principles that were 
discussed in the training session. Some of the applications are providing for the poor, 
giving to Israel, giving an offering, paying tithes, blessing the widows are applications of 
biblical financial stewardship. This is not an exhaustive list, there are others such as 
giving unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar and paying taxes. Being generous with what 
God has blessed a Christian with is another principle. 

Paul illustrates the twofold result of generosity (Second Corinthians 9:6-15); first, 
cheerful givers who sow generously will also reap generously in God’s provision of both 
spiritual grace and material prosperity (all grace), which will permit them constantly to 
dispense spiritual and material benefits to others (9:6-1 la) and two, because generous 
giving is an evidence of God’s grace (9:14; cf. 8:1-4), it prompts “many expressions of 
thanks to God” (9:1 lb-13). 
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Verse seven, Second Corinthians 9 is a commentary on what sows bountifully 
means; it means one’s giving must not be done reluctantly or under compulsion but 
cheerfully.Verses 8-1 la is a commentary on reaping bountifully.^^’ It means liberality 
is beneficial to those who practice it; “God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in 
abundance for every good work” (v. 8).’^^ Here God’s financial blessings are a gift 
(blessing, RSV), not a payment for services rendered, that enables one to provide for 
others (“This is why the Master has made you rich, that you may perform these services 
for him”).’^^ The above identified other principles of financial stewardship. 

Verse 11, God is the true center from which all lines of blessing diverge, and in 
which all benevolent actions again converge in grateful thanksgivings.As shown 
throughout Old Testament and the New Testament scriptures, financial stewardship has 
as much importance in the biblical texts as a Christian’s ability to pray for the sick, visit 
the widow and preach the gospel. Through the grace of God, Christians are rewarded in 
three ways for their generosity: the givers are enriched (vv. 6-10); the receivers’ needs 
are met (vv. 11-12); and God, the source of all blessing, is praised (vv. 13-15).’*^^ These 
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too are biblical financial stewardship principles. The two servants that brought their 
master a return on the talents left with them exemplified excellent stewardship and God 
always rewards when a job is well done.. Our use of our resources then becomes one 
means of measuring our dedication to God and our commitment to eternal values. 

In summation, stewardship is an act of love that was first instituted by God to His 
children to share himself with them and to give them apart of His creation to manage 
through His principles. God intended for humankind to utilize the principles of biblical 
financial stewardship as a way to show their obedience to Him, a way for Him to show 
His love to humankind and as a method of communicating His love. Biblical financial 
stewardship was given to the children of God; God will honor His covenant with His 
people as they practice the principles outlined in the covenant. 

God desires to show off His people as He did with Jacob, Isaac and Abraham. 
There are innumerable benefits from heeding to biblical financial stewardship as God has 
set forth for His children in their covenant rights. It is not the will of God for His children 
to walk in poverty when He paid the price of it through His son’s death on the cross, 
which ushered in a better covenant. God’s great joy is when the children of God live up 
to the statures and lives which His son Jesus died for and part of that is covenant wealth 
and prosperity. The next section will cover financial stewardship from a historical 
perspective of African Americans in the United States. 
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Historical Foundation 

The Bible is saturated with God’s eoneern for eeonomie life.^®^ The Creation 
narrative reveals our foundational identity as stewards of all God has made.^^"^ The Law 
spells out God’s passion for a flourishing eommunity life in whieh soeiety’s vulnerable 
members are treated with dignity and compassion.The prophets articulate God’s 
hatred of economic injustice.The Gospels reveal Jesus Christ talking frequently about 
money and possessions, sloth and diligence; the Epistles paint pictures of Christians 
loving the poor and sharing material possessions sacrificially and joyfully.Revelation 
speaks of a new heaven and new earth in which work and cultural creativity will be 
redeemed, stewardship will be expanded, poverty will be eliminated, and every person 
will rest secure under his own vine and fig tree.^^* If we are going to be biblical 
Christians, then we must attend to this complicated subject of economics.Indeed, 
economics is a complex, often intimidating subject and one that we may wish to dismiss 
as less spiritual than others, so we can get on with real Kingdom work.^^*^ The problem is 
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that as Christians, and especially as disciples who are working for the revitalization of 
distressed communities, it is not an option to shelve the tough topic of civic justice and 
economic empowerment informed by the rule of law. 

God’s first example of bringing humankind into stewardship with Him began with 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, over 6,000 years ago. Although this is not the best 
example, it shows God‘s intent to partner with creation from the beginning, to empower 
humankind. A clearer example of biblical financial stewardship in the transference of 
wealth was seen when God allowed the Egyptians to give to the Hebrews leaving Egypt 
silver and gold in Exodus. Exodus 3:21-22 was a prototype of economic empowerment 
stewardship. 

“I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that 
when you go, you will not go empty-handed. But every woman shall ask of her neighbor 
and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; 
and you will put them on your sons and daughters. Thus you will plunder the 
Egyptians."(Exodus 3:21-22) 

There are many biblical examples of God bringing economic empowerment to 
people. Examples of wealth and economic empowerment by God to His people were 
exhibited in biblical characters such as Joseph, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, King David, and 
King Solomon. All of the forenamed individuals trusted God’s system of biblical 
financial stewardship and were made very wealthy. Today, God’s intention is the same 
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The early church was generally poor itself; it taught a stoic indifference to the 
things of this world, in part because of its eschatological expectation of an imminent 
consummation of the kingdom. Gradually it developed a distrust of wealth and a 
glorification of poverty.Generally, the church fathers concentrated on individual 
money matters, and did not address larger questions of economic justice; the notable 
exception to this was their very extensive condemnation of usury.Athanasius taught 
that usury was a grave sin, commitment of which lost one his salvation and Ambrose 
agreed when he wrote, “If anyone commits usury, he commits robbery and no longer has 
life.”2'^4 

The medieval church further developed and institutionalized the Christian 
thinking about money.The ascetic movement of the ancient church found support in 
the nature-grace dualism in the thought of Thomas Aquinas.Money was viewed as 
unspiritual, the product of a fallen world.^^^ Wealth beyond the minimum for survival 
was subversive to true (anti-material) spirituality, and material poverty was necessary 
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for spiritual perfection. 

In the middle ages we begin to see legislative attempts by the church to alleviate 
the problem of poverty.The practice of almsgiving was extended by medieval church 
councils into a quasi-income tax.^^*’ Members of the church were required to pay a tenth 
of their income to the bishop, specifically to provide relief for the poor.^^^ 

The Reformation rediscovery of the doctrine of justification by faith had an 
important impact on its interpretation of economic matters.^^^ The Reformers rejected the 
glorification of poverty.Calvin wrote that poverty is as dangerous to spirituality as 
wealth.Calvin regarded money more positive as an institution of creation; it was part 
of the “order of nature,” a vehicle to enhance human communication. Wrongful use of 
money, therefore, was a corruption of the order of nature.As the researcher, the 
Reformers view of money, align with the perspectives that are laid out through theologian 


27*Ibid. 

^^^“Christianity History,” Money in Christian History, Issue 14, Christianhistoryinstitute.org, 
accessed January 3, 2015, https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/uploaded/50cf7621b38539.61381780. 
Pdf. 


2*"Ibid. 

28 ilbid. 

2«2lbid. 

283ibid. 

28 Hbid. 

28 Hbid. 

2*Hbid. 



106 


Dr. Grabill, a reformed theologian. The below represents perspectives on the Reformers 
view on money and wealth from an economic viewpoint: 


Calvin is the first theologian to question the scholastic teaching on usury. He 
found the absolute prohibition against interest to have more affinity with an 
Aristotelian view of money than with the biblical witness. Money was not a static 
unit of exchange (as Aristotle held), but a dynamic tool for the creation of wealth. 
Because borrowers could profit from loans, the rationale against usury weakened. 
But Calvin fell short of full endorsement of usury. He distinguished lawful and 
unlawful usury. Unlawful was the practice of the professional usurer, who 
invariably oppressed the poor. Such should be banned from the church, urged 
Calvin; “We should not grow rich at the loss of others.” But usury was lawful, 
indeed necessary, in commercial contexts. The Reformers saw no incompatibility 
between commercial activity and the Christian life. Calvin simply insisted that the 
Golden Rule govern such activity. Wesley urged believers to practice business to 
the glory of God: “Make as much as you can, save as much as you can, and give 
as much as you can.^^’ 


The Anabaptist held a different view during the sixteenth century. In economic as 

in other matters. Anabaptists felt the Reformers had not carried the Reformation far 

enough.Menno Simons criticized the Reformers for inadequately caring for the poor, 

which made their gospel “easygoing” and their sacrament “barren bread breaking”: 

Is it not sad and intolerable hypocrisy that these poor people boast of having the 
Word of God, of being the true, Christian church, never remembering that they 
have entirely lost their sign of true Christianity? For although many of them have 
plenty of everything, go about in silk and velvet, gold and silver, and in all 
manner of pomp and splendor, ornament their houses with all manner of costly 
furniture; have their coffers filled, and live in luxury and splendor, yet they stuffer 
many of their own poor, afflicted members to ask alms; and poor, hungry 
suffering, old, lame, blind, and sick people to beg their bread at their doors. 
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The 1700s and the 1800s were prosperous times for some slaves. During the 
1800s some slaves in America practiced “self-hire”. Typically, slaves would turn over a 
portion of their earnings to their owners in exchange for de facto freedom. “As early as 
1733 - 34, a Charles Town, South Carolina, grand jury criticized slaveholders for 
allowing their slaves ‘to work out by the week’, and ‘bring in a certain Hire’ which was 
not only contrary to a Law subsisting, but a Great Inlet to Idleness, Drunkenness and 
other Enormities”.Many slaves exhibited great entrepreneurial spirit despite their 
handicaps.Even slave women were often found growing and selling produce in the 
South Carolina and Georgia Low Country. 

After putting in a day’s work, some slaves were allowed to raise their own crops 
and livestock; these efforts allowed them to gain a presence in much of the marketing 
networks, on the streets and in the docks of port cities.Market activity was so great in 
North Carolina that whites mounted a campaign to stop it.^^^ During the colonial period, 
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some slaves brought their freedom and acquired property.In Virginia’s Northampton 
County, fourty-four out of one hundred blacks had gained their freedom by 1664, and 
some had become land owners.During the late eighteenth century, blacks could boast 
of owning land; James Pendarvis owned 3,250 acres in St. Paul’s Parish in the Charleston 
District of South Carolina. During the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth 
centuries, freed blacks in Charleston had established themselves as relatively independent 
from an economic standpoint. Therefore, slavery did not keep all blacks from moving 
into economic prosperity. In New Orleans around 1819, blacks owned some 2 million 
dollars’ worth of property and dominated certain skill craft such as bricklaying, carpentry 
and shoe making. 

Looking further at history in the 1900 century, on January 16, 1865, during the 
Civil War (1861-65), Union general William T. Sherman issued Field Order No. 15 in 
January 1865, calling for the redistribution of confiscated Southern land to freedmen in 
forty-acre plots.William T. Sherman issued his Special Field Order No. 15, which 
confiscated as Union property a strip of coastline stretching from Charleston, South 
Carolina, to the St. John's River in Florida, including Georgia's Sea Islands and the 
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mainland thirty miles in from the coast.^*^' The order redistributed the roughly 400,000 
acres of land to newly freed Black families in forty-acre segments.The order was 
rescinded later that same year, and much of the land was returned to the original white 
owners.The Freedmen's Bureau, as it came to be called, was authorized to give legal 
title for forty-acre plots of land to freedmen and white Southern Unionists.Although 
Sherman's Special Field Order No. 15 had no tangible benefit for Blacks after President 
Johnson's revocation, the present-day movement supporting slave reparations has pointed 
to it as the U.S. government's promise to make restitution to African Americans for 
enslavement.The order is also the likely origin of the phrase "forty acres and a mule," 
which spread throughout the South in the weeks and months following Sherman's 
march.The Sherman’s Special Field Order was another example of economic 
empowerment for Blacks in America during 1895, although short lived. The Sherman 
Field Order was not associated with the Sherman Act, which came into being in 1890, an 
antitrust law surrounding economic policy in America.In 1865-1872, there were 
examples when African Americans were exposed and participated in economic 
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empowerment during the reconstruction period. The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands (the Freedmen's Bureau), provided assistance to tens of thousands of 
former slaves and impoverished whites in the Southern States and the District of 
Columbia.^®^ Abraham Lincoln was the president that initiated this under the War 
Department. Through the Bureau, the Republican Party would carry its ideas about a 
free labor political economy south.The war had liberated nearly four million slaves 
and destroyed the region's cities, towns, and plantation-based economy.It left former 
slaves and many whites dislocated from their homes, facing starvation, and owning only 
the clothes they wore.^^^ The challenge of establishing a new social order, founded on 
freedom and racial equality, was enormous. 

Freedom is the most significant economic, philosophical, political and social 
concept that fashioned modernity in the Western world.^^"^ In the West, economic 
standings conditioned viable alternatives during reconstruction.Economic success or 
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failure shaped an individual’s identity.Post-Civil War Blacks were expected to 
embrace the materialistic notions that dominated Victoria America and join in the march 
of progress for higher standards of living, increased consumption, and more material 
possessions.^^’ Who Arkansas’s Blacks became during Reconstruction depended largely 
on the economic livelihoods they eventually worked out.^^^ In 1865, the fluidity of the 
moment made many different dreams about one’s economic future seems possible. 

Prior to emancipation, economic empowerment was unattainable for many Blacks under 
slavery and before the emancipation proclamation. The Freedman Bureau gave land and 
other aid to Blacks in staking new lives as independent farmers in a reconstructed 
south.The Freedman Bureau carried out wealth transference from white slave owners 
gave land and other items to Blacks. Economic empowerment occurred during this time 
period for many former slaves. For newly freed Blacks, it was the government that 
accomplished the feat of economic empowerment.The Freedman Bureau was a great 
start, shortly after the start of Reconstruction, in 1874, the Freedman’s Savings bank 
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(started to help freed Blacks start savings accounts) collapsed, which Fredrick Douglas 
was the bank president; many did not recoup their full savings. 

History on economic empowerment in the twentieth century was different from the 
nineteenth century. Thus far, we have seen economic empowerment from the start of 
humankind around 6000 years earlier. As the researcher, the journey of history has 
brought us through and to the nineteenth century economic empowerment among African 
Americans after slavery around 1865 through 1872, and now we will look at economic 
empowerment for African Americans in the twentieth century. Several periods in history 
have been identified as periods of economic empowerment for African Americans living 
in America. Stories in this thesis does not do justice to the Africans who were kings and 
queens in earlier periods of times throughout the world that were very rich, such as 
Queen of Sheba; that’s another story for another time. Our attention is turned to African 
American Christians move away from biblical financial stewardship. Discussing 
economic empowerment was critical in the case where African Americans have traveled 
through the US economically. 

One historic reminder of African American economic success was seen in the 
Greenwood community, typically called the Black Wall Street. The Greenwood 
community in Tulsa was a good example of how blacks worked together to build a 
successful neighborhood, area, known as Black Wall Street, even in the midst of such 
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white prejudice, was an exceptional feat.^^^ It was established in 1908 by black 
businessmen; and by 1921 there were over 11,000 residents operating a variety of 
successful businesses that were patronized by both white and black Tulsans. 

Greenwood was indeed a source of pride, entrepreneurship, resources and wealth.The 
Greenwood community also boasted a hotel called the Redwing Hotel that provided first 
rate accommodations for its customers.A bus line was available to the residents that 
was owned and operated by Simon Berry who ran his buses downtown to accommodate 
the African American community who worked there.At its peak, Berry’s bus company 
was earning $500 daily, a tremendous amount of money in this era and Berry proudly 
reinvested back into his community and purchased land to establish a park for local 
residents to enjoy.This park included a dance hall, picnic area, and a swimming pool. 
By the way. Berry was a black man. Berry conducted his enterprise for over twenty-five 
years and later sold it to the city to consolidate transportation efforts around Tulsa. 

Berry and his business partner James Lee also operated an airline charter service that 
many of the black and white businessmen patronized; they were taken to their 
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destinations with Simon Berry as their pilot.The Greenwood district at its height 
boasted fifteen grocery stores, four movie houses, two newspapers, four drugstores, a 
library, an ambulance service, funeral homes, a hospital, four chili parlors, nightclubs and 
thirteen churches.The community had their own lawyers, doctors, dentists and 
schools, the members of Greenwood embraced and supported their very wealthy as well 
as their working class.This was a city within a city that allowed the black community 
to meet their social, educational, health, civil, entertainment and provisional needs. 

However, this would not last, a racial riot led by white mobs would seek to 
destroy and annihilate the Greenwood area, known as the Black Wall Street due to what 
was a perceived violation of a white woman accusing a black man of attacking her in an 
elevator. Black Wall Street was burned by angry white mobs that took no pleasure in the 
prosperity of blacks during the early 1900s. The Klu Klux Klans participated in the 
destruction of Black Wall Street and the deaths of many of the black entrepreneurs’ and 
wealthy blacks during this time. The buildings were burned and the whites sought to 
confiscate the land of the blacks while they were harrowed as cattle into a field to be held 
by the prejudice law enforcement. Eventually, some of the blacks that survived the 
massacre, would attempt to restart their businesses. The community successfully rebuilt 
itself without acquiring any loans from the banks, who denied them mortgages; they 
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depended upon their own individual wealth, friends and family to move forward. The 
African Americans in the Greenwood community never recovered fully all that they had 
acquired, land, businesses, homes and financial wealth after the angry mob set fire to 
Greenwood. Lives and property were lost and were never fully restored. Incidents such 
as mistreatment among African Americans from whites throughout the south, unfair 
wages and the start of World War I during this time period would lead African 
Americans to begin to migrate from the south to better paying jobs and better treatment in 
the north. 

The Great Migration, or the relocation of more than 6 million African Americans 
from the rural South to the cities of the North, Midwest and West from 1916 to 1970, had 
a huge impact on urban life in the United States.Driven from their homes by 
unsatisfactory economic opportunities and harsh segregationist laws, many blacks headed 
north, where they took advantage of the need for industrial workers that first arose during 
the First World War.^^^ The most immediate cause of this migration from the South was 
the First World War, which shut off the flow of cheap European immigrant labor in 1914; 
by 1915, with war production in full swing in the United States, the need for industrial 
workers was acute.As Chicago, New York and other cities saw their black populations 
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expand exponentially, migrants were forced to deal with poor working conditions and 
competition for living space, as well as widespread racism and prejudice. Between 1910 
and 1930 , cities such as New York, Chicago, Detroit and Cleveland saw their African- 
American populations grow by about 40 percent, and the number of African-Americans 
employed in industrial jobs nearly doubled.^s? During the Great Migration, African 
Americans began to build a new place for themselves in public life, actively confronting 
economic, political and social challenges and creating a new black urban culture that 
would exert enormous influence in the decades to come.^'^'’ 

Focus is now on the transition of economic empowerment transition of African 
Americans moving from biblical stewardship principles. Biblical financial stewardship 
principles were carried out by the black churches pre- and during the civil rights 
movement. However, biblical financial stewardship principles among African Americans 
as a whole group have not continued into the twenty first century. 

Noted African American economist Thomas Sowell stated that when looking at 
economics for a race, regional distribution of ethnic groups affects their income in the 
nation.The Civil Rights Movement began in the 1950s. For many African Americans, 
the turbulence and tumult of the Civil Rights and Black Power era gave way to the 
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individualistic concerns of the 1970’s and the 1980’s; the generation of “me, myself and 
1” replaced the “power to the people” generation.As people dropped social concerns 
and became more solipsistic and as materialistic prosperity flowed over the country, so 
the theological interests of Christianity shifted to more therapeutic and postmodern 
questions. 343 The Bible continued to be revered but no longer trusted as sufficient for all 
matters of faith and conduct in the African American church. 344 

While theologieal changes from the 1800’s to the present, gave rise to the 
diversity of views in Black religious thinking, such changes also produced significant 
changes to prevailing theological frameworks among African Americans. 345 Due to these 
changes in thinking, it affected how African Americans gave to the church. The turning 
point for these changes in Afriean American’s view on money and reliance on God to 
provide through His grace was during the Civil Rights era. Not only did the average 
African American view change, but the African American Christian view changed as 
well. 

For example, the earliest African American Christians maintained a tendency 
toward a Reformed or orthodox view of God as sovereign Ruler of all events.346 A high 
view of God’s sovereignty allowed early Afriean Americans Christians to trust that God 
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had the necessary power to deliver them from oppression and that he would ultimately do 
so.^"^^ As generations and theologians after the Harlem Renaissance pursued New Negro 
and New Man ideologies with the emphasis on self-help and independence, reliance on 
God evaporated into man centered political programs.This type of theology has 
excused God from being a sovereign ruler and has placed human events outside of God’s 
control.This has also contributed to African American Christians view on money and 
financial stewardship to the church. 

Moreover, the Black Power movement affected a small portion of the Black 
church; in its broad pretense was a call for Black people to mount economic and political 
strength to achieve their legitimate goals.However, Martin Luther King Jr. (leader of 
the non-violent Civil Rights Movement) did not support the Black Power view; King’s 
contention was power without love is reckless and abusive and that love without power is 
sentimental and anemic.There must be a pooling of Black financial resources to 
achieve economic security.The Civil Rights Movement of non-violence has had a 
lasting impact upon the African American church and North America. When the 
socioeconomic situation changed for some African Americans, when they found life 

34dbid. 

348lbid., 98. 

The Black Church in America, 103-104. 

35ilbid. 


3“Ibid. 



119 


worth living through gaining responsible economic positions and diversions in social life, 
like all other disinherited groups, they gradually began to orient their religious life to 
their new found selfhood.With the selfhood, the reliance on finances, economic 
stability focused on individual’s capability, not on God. This would be the time in 
history, which the African American Christian began to leave God’s principles of 
financial stewardship to rely on America’s worldly principles of finances. Economically 
speaking, the Black church is and has always been the most economically independent 
institution in the Black community.The Black church has never been dependent upon 
the government. This all changed during the Civil Rights Movement. Black Churches 
during the late period of the Civil Rights Movement began to rely upon grants, loans and 
other arrangements laid out by the government. They thought that they had arrived and 
began to partake of the American dream, by being able to borrow from banks. One of the 
greatest examples of biblical stewardship the United States has ever seen was the Black 
church under slavery.There were no federal grants, no welfare systems; yet without 
any of that, our ancestors not only carved out a religious order but also banks, legal firms, 
family support systems and social movements without any government support. 
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Thomas Sowell, a noted African American economist, stated that, “Second generation 
West Indian earned more than the national average, while native Black Americans earned 
substantially less than the national average income.Another noted African American 
economist, Walter Williams stated that the social impact of welfare has been particularly 
devastating to black families; the rise of the welfare state in the 1960s contributed greatly 
to the demise of the black family as a stable institution.Williams also stated that “A 
significant moral issue arises when government provides goods and services for 
others.As discussed in the twenty first century, higher minimum wages would help to 
eliminate poverty. Williams also brings into perspective minimum wage as a solution to 
rid the country of poverty. According to Williams, if higher minimum wages were an 
effective anti-poverty device, world poverty would have been eliminated. Therefore, 
some African American proponents of the minimum wage fight believe that a higher 
wage would alleviate poverty. This is not true. The first fundamental law of demand, to 
which there are no exceptions, says when prices rise, people tend to buy less, and when 
they fall, people tend to buy more.^®^ Minimum wage is not the answer to African 
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American Christians living a life of wealth. Jesus is the answer utilizing the principles 
outlined in biblical financial stewardship. 

A 1999 study conducted by the Bama Research Group showed the following 
about the African American church; while four hundred senior pastors ranked “helping 
people in crisis” as the greatest ministry priority among twelve categories, they also 
ranked economic guidance eleventh among twelve categories.Economic guidance was 
second to last among their roles in the church; while Blacks have gotten our instructions 
and directions for cultural change from the church or the Bible, we have been content to 
let the world tell us how to handle our financial life.^®'^ In 2000, American evangelicals 
collectively made $2.66 trillion in income.Total Christian income in the United States 
is $5.2 trillion annually, nearly half of the world’s total Christian income. In general, 
both income and giving were going up in the 1920s. Giving was routinely above 3% 
during this period through 1933.^^’ Giving as a portion of income fell below 3% in 1934 
and was low through World War Then both giving and income recovered after 
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3'>ribid. 

Statistical Research on Stewardship,” Biblical Stewardship, accessed May 26 2013, http;// 
biblicalstewardship.net/statistical-research-on-stewardship. 

3“Ibid. 

3'>dbid. 

368 


*Ibid. 



122 


World War Giving as a portion of income rose to above 3% from 1958 and stayed 
there through 1962, when it began a prolonged decline.^’*’ The decline in giving as a 
percentage of income that began in the 1960's is not like the decline that began in 
1934.^^^ The Great Depression and World War II help to explain the downturn in giving 
in the mid-1930s; no such national disasters help to explain the decline in giving since the 
1960s.Among church members of eleven primary Protestant denominations (or their 
historical antecedents) in the United States and Canada, per-member giving as a 
percentage of income was lower in 2000 than in either 1921 or 1933.^’^ In 1921, per- 
member giving as a percentage of income was 2.9 percent; in 1933, at the depth of the 
Great Depression, per-member giving grew to 3.3 percent.2000, after a half-century 
of unprecedented prosperity, giving had fallen to 2.6 percent.^^^ The Barna study revealed 
that the number of people who are tithing has also dropped. The practice of tithing— 
donating at least 10% of one’s income to churches or other charities—^has been relatively 
stable over the past decade, hovering between 5% and 1 %?''^ Currently, the national 
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tithing rate is down to 4% of the adult population.This is slightly below the levels of 
the last ten years and significantly lowers than last year’s rate (7%).^’^ 

The Black church is unequivocally the most service-based and philanthropic 
organization in the Black community.Historically, African American churches have 
had a strong tradition of stewardship; it is only recently that many of these churches have 
strayed from the path of faithful stewardship.^^*’ Since its inception the principle of giving 
as a means to meet the needs of the least of these has been central to the identity and 
overall purpose of the Black church. 

This spirit of giving precedes the formation of the Black church in America—it 
extends back to life in the African village where the essence of life included helping 
one’s neighbor and caring for those who were unable to care for themselves.Among 
African ancestors there was a deep belief that God is concerned about all elements of 
human life; believers in this God were called to share in God’s concern for humanity and 
to respond in kind.^^^ The pioneers of the Black church understood that consistent 
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financial contributions in the form of tithes, offerings, and dues were essential to 
effectively impact the quality of Black people’s lives.No other institution growing out 
of slavery and the confused time of reconstruction has quite equaled the Black church. 

It has held in common unity more Blacks than any other institution and it has had more 
influence in molding the thoughts and life of Blacks in America than any other single 
entity. 

There are two economic systems operating in this world—God’s economy and the 
world’s economy.It should not surprise us that some people have a hard time thinking 
of God as being involved in their finances.Money is a formidable competitor with 
Jesus Christ for our affections; so much so, that Jesus calls money a master.How we 
handle money impacts our fellowship with the Lord; this is clearly illustrated in the 
parable of the talents.The master congratulates the servant who managed money 
faithfully. 
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The principle of tithing has been important to the roots of the Black church. 
Though Blacks did not possess much material wealth, they knew and understood the 
importance and power of pooling their meager resources in order to accomplish God’s 
purposes for their lives and communities.In addition, the people were wise and 
creative in how they made their money stretch to meet personal needs while they also 
consistently gave to the church.Amazingly, during slavery and in the reconstruction 
era, times of abject poverty and economic scarcity. Blacks purchased land and founded 
and established many churches and operated schools that aided in the economic uplift of 
the race.^^^ When the earliest Black churches were formed in the Americas its members 
mainly were slaves and later sharecroppers or tenant farmers.They had few resources, 
certainly much less than most of us possess today.However, they understood their 
spiritual service and worship to the Lord within the context of giving. They were good 
stewards of their resources so as not to forsake their responsibility to give.^^^ Weekly, bi- 
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weekly, and monthly contributions were and must continue to be given with regularity. 
During the infancy stages of the Black church, its members gave from their hearts in 
faith, believing that God would meet their individual and collective needs.Financial 
stewardship among African Americans has long been a topic of discussion. How African 
American Christians approach this topic and respond to stewardship depends on the time 
period of American History, which is studied. In the early days of the African American 
church in America up to the Black Renaissance, many churchgoers had limited resources 
and the expectation to contribute to the sustainability of the church took on different 
meanings than it does in the 2P‘ Century. The African American church was not a 
wealthy church because their parishioners were not wealthy. The members of the African 
American churches shared their resources with one another; some of the resources that 
were shared were clothing, shoes, pot and pans, money, food, utensils, and other items. 
African Americans began to amass wealth after the great depression and made gigantic 
strides after the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s. 

Prior to and even during the Civil Rights Movement, the African American 
church was the pillar of the community. The church was the location where change was 
introduced, upheld and carried out. Moreover, most of the clergies in the African 
American church prior to the Renaissance were capable of reading more than the average 
congregant. The office of the pastor was respected and guidance from a clergy leader in 
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the African American community was generally obeyed. African American congregants 
viewed the clergy as an extension of God. 

The church was used as a place to come together, gain spiritual support and 
natural support for African Americans in the community. Support was given from the 
church to members in the community that required aid or assistance. Therefore, many 
African Americans would support giving to the church because they belonged to the 
community and church in the community. 

Understanding God’s ultimate ownership of all possessions helps us to move 
beyond materialism and toward good stewardship.The pastors or leaders of churches 
in the African American communities viewed themselves as stewards of whatever was 
placed in their hands. The word steward comes from the Greek word oikonomos and 
from the word epitropos, meaning custodian or guardian.A caretaker is one that 
watches over and takes care of someone else property. The pastors in the African 
American community recognized that they were stewards of the things belonging to God. 
The congregants following the African American pastors took on the same spirit as their 
leaders. Therefore, sharing among the African American community was expected. 
Christians learned to be generous because their African American spiritual leaders 
exhibited generosity among the congregants and the African American community. 
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The African American church prior to the migration to northern industrial cities, 
the majority of its members derived much of the livelihood from farming, sharecropping 
and domestic labor."^'^'^ Today, many Christians in the African American ethnic group 
many African Americans derive their income from laborers to professionals such as 
doctors, nurses, lawyers, and a host of other professional skills/^^ There is more 
preaching today on tithing than there was sixty years ago. Prior to the Civil Rights 
Movement, many African American churches preached on supporting the church through 
paying dues, offerings and other activities such as bake sales and yard sales. The rallies 
and contest have dwindled."^°^ Moreover, in the 2P‘ century, many African American 
churches preach or teach on tithes. However, although tithing and giving of offering is 
taught more, this does not equate to more dollars going to the church or to ministry. 

Christian stewardship represents a deep level of personal accountability to God as 
well as God’s creation in all of its fullness and glory.Taking that concept as a point of 
departure, it must be recognized that stewardship is much more than tithes and offerings 
on any given Sunday.Within the history and heritage of African American Christians, 
the expression of stewardship has been viewed as an act of worship that certainly takes 
expression in the act of generous giving and personal thanksgiving that is too often 

404lbid., 12. 

405lbid., 15. 

‘‘Oribid. 

"^‘’’Stewardship Sunday. 

"“’“Ibid. 



129 


defined as the giving of monetary gifts."^°^ This is frequently acknowledged in the 
countless musical renditions of, “All things come of Thee, O Lord," and of "Thine Own 
Have We Given Thee” that congregations sing during offering time."^^*’ More than a 
doxology that is sung in order to accompany the donation of dollars, these melodious 
words are an affirmation that Christian giving, worship, and witness must both advocate 
and teach what Christian social ethicist Stacey Floyd-Thomas calls an "ethic of primary 
responsibility.”"*^' Many of the early congregations in the African American church 
consisted of people with limited resources.""^ Needless to say, money was very scarce in 
the African American community; therefore, money was scarce in the church. In the 
African American Church, the minister was often paid with food with the seasonal 
harvest due to the lack of funds. 

African Americans continued to go to church but looked to other resources 
outside of the church. According to Dr. Banks, there is a crisis surrounding stewardship 
that affects the clergy and the congregation in most African American churches.""'* 

There is a stewardship syndrome, which is due in part, to lack of expository preaching 
and exegetical teaching using biblical principles in instructing congregants on how to 
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practice good stewardship.A syndrome is a group of signs and symptoms that occur 
together and characterize a particular abnormality or condition.Some may think that 
stewardship is an option, but it is not. It is God who has given stewardship of the earth to 
mankind. The problem of stewardship exist because the primary ministry of stewardship 
is usually only centered on the teaching and preaching of financial stewardship 
consequently, in many African American churches, just mentioning stewardship creates a 
threatened defensive reaction. 

In many churches, there is a group that shies away from the teachings of 
stewardship; for some, the mere mention of the word creates a threatening 
environment.'^^^ This could be due to a lack of a system of expository preaching and 
teaching stewardship using a holistic understanding centered on biblical principles.'*'^ It is 
likely that the greatest threat facing many African American congregations is the 
excessive emphasis put on teaching and preaching the stewardship of money.The 
church is mistaken when it assumes that stewardship is a separate program to fund 
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ministry and mission of the church.Such a limited understanding of stewardship 
reduces it to fundraising and raises barely the survival mentality that is the bane of far too 
many congregations.The church must never put a restraint on biblical stewardship. 

The lack of teaching holistic stewardship has led to the problems in financial 
stewardship. A failure to teach from a holistic approach creates Christians that are not 
mature and lacking of spiritual depth in Christ. In many African American churches, a 
rather large percentage struggle with giving.If the African American church has a 
weakness, it is in the area of economics and finance. 

In a time of economic crisis and scarcity in the country and certainly in the Black 
community, tithing may be a very challenging concept for many."^^^ Though economic 
progress has been made since the onset of the economic recession in 2008, the reality is. 
Blacks were struggling financially before the recession and continue to struggle.As 
African Americans struggle to meet ends in their homes, their tithes have waned off in 
the church. Not only have tithing become scarcer, giving as a whole has declined with 
African American Christians. Those in both the lower and middle classes continue to 
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struggle financially as joblessness and layoffs continue to plague our nation and the 
Black community in particular. It may not seem financially feasible to give ten percent 
of one’s income to the church when such giving could interfere with making ends meet 
on the home front. 

Another challenge that may impact the act of tithing for many congregants is that 
of materialism.With the acquisition of material possessions being glorified in all forms 
of media—music, television, magazines, and even by churches—giving does not hold the 
same level of importance that it did for our ancestors.The concept of giving for the 
sake of giving without the expectation of material gain is losing ground in contemporary 
American society.This also means the African American community among African 
American Christians. As consumerism reigns supreme, the principle of tithing can be lost 
amidst our rush to obtain the latest fashion fads and electronic and vehicular upgrades. 
When the global economic downturn began in 2008, all economists made clear that 
Americans were over-consuming on non-essential goods that they could not afford; credit 
card and related debt was out of control.This was also true in the Black community. 
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but we suffered twice as much for our lack of fiscal responsibility.Being good 
stewards over financial resources has stiff competition as we continue to see limited 
financial frugality and economic responsibility even as the recession drags on.'*^^ By the 
time Sunday morning arrives and the time for tithing is at hand, for many there may not 
be much left to render in the aftermath of the acquisition of material possessions.The 
behavior of keeping more for self rather than tithing or giving in offerings waned off long 
before the 2008 recession for African American Christians. As mentioned earlier, the 
behavior of giving less to the church had its start when we began to become self- 
sufficient instead of God sufficient, self-reliant verses making Jesus the source from 
which all resources flow. 

A third challenge that causes skepticism for some who are considering tithing is 
the concern about the use of church funds by pastors.While there are many people in 
the church who tithe their finances with the belief that their contributions will be used 
appropriately, there are also those who do not possess such confidence.For those who 
experience the preacher as being much more financially well off than the people he or she 
serves, tithing can be a major challenge.Also, as prosperity preaching continues to 
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maintain a foothold in the religious landscape of our times, distrust can have a major 
influence on the decisions of parishioners to give or not to give to the Church as they 
watch too many ministers who live economically extravagant lives. 

Tithing, or giving 10 percent of your income to support the ministries of your 
church, is vulnerable during the slow economic recovery. As the national unemployment 
rate trends downward, currently at 8.5 percent, the opposite is true for African- 
Americans.Since October 2011, Black unemployment has increased from 15 percent 
to 15.8 percent in December, according to Bureau for Labor Statistics."^"^^ 

The jobs crisis has impacted giving; the non-profit, faith community says, 80 
percent of congregations in a recent survey took a financial hit during the recession. 

Lack of biblical teaching over the pulpit has also impacted giving.Today’s African 
American church faces tough challenges.With the changing demographics and socio¬ 
economic factors, the stewardship nature of the Black church has suffered.Getting 
back to teaching basic biblical principles and practices from a holistic approach is the key 
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to correcting any stewardship crisis.To understand holistic stewardship is to begin 
with man and stewardship in the Old Testament.Stewardship was first introduced in 
the Old Testament when God created Adam and gave him dominion over the earth. 

God ordained Adam, the first human being, as steward over His works. (Genesis 2:15) 
Stewardship comprised of personal possessions, the modern cultural understanding of 
ownership, and stewardship that reflects the idea of national blessing are first introduced 
in the patriarchal era of the Old Testament beginning with the Abrahamic covenant 

Much of the financial stewardship crisis that inflicts the typical African American 
church is derived from the fact that there are too many debt ridden Christians who have 
been lured by the temptation of deceit and greed.'^^^ Debt ridden Christians end up being 
deadbeat stewards.Before we can deal efficiently with money matters, we must first 
deal with what is wrong with ChristiansHolistic stewardship covers the totality of 
one’s Christian lifestyle, not just sections of one’s Christian walk."^^"^ Debt is an addiction 
and any addiction is a result of a choice. 
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Many people bemoan how trapped they are in life; the boss expects too much, the 
family demands too much, the debts mounts too fast; but ultimately, we live in a world of 
our own choosing; this is true even if we do not feel like the choice is ours.'^^^ Many 
members in our churches struggle financially as a result of debt; and what affects the 
home will ultimately have an effect on the local church or the congregant."^^^ Too many 
Christians of African American decent are debt ridden entrapped by debt; they are slaves 
to spending rather than servants of good stewardship.In many cases, too many 
Christians have been lured and seduced by the latest fashions and television 
advertisements.As a consequence of these seductions, many Christians continue to 
incur heightening levels of debt."'^^*’ 

This becomes a cycle for the person in debt; and now with the economy shrinking 
and the loss of jobs, many Christians are caught in this cycle.Although the 
unemployment rate average around 7 to 8 percent, the average unemployment for African 
Americans is around 15 to 16 percent, doubling the national rate."^^^ As workers that were 
seeing salaries in the early 2000 higher than they are today, many workers are 
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underemployed. While the unemployment rate for African Americans fell substantially 
in January to 13.6 percent, it remains significantly higher than the 8.5 percent rate of 
November 2007, just prior to the recession.Aggregate numbers show that the African- 
American community as a whole has exhibited poorer labor market outcomes than other 
races even prior to the recession and during the recovery, demonstrating that they often 
face different and greater challenges.The average unemployment rate for Blacks in 
2011 was 15.8 percent, compared to 7.9 percent for Whites, and 11.5 percent for 
Hispanics."^^^ Historically, Blacks have had persistently higher unemployment rates than 
the other major racial and ethnic groups.In addition, the increase in the Black 
unemployment rate during the recession was larger than that for other races, partly 
because workers with less education are particularly hard hit during recessions. 

The patterns of stewardship are similar throughout the historical development of 
the Christian experience for African Americans in America.Carter G. Woodson has 
identified five historical periods marking the embrace of the church by Black Americans: 
the period of missionary endeavor, in which white and Black labored together, the rise of 
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independent churches (1773-1821), the era of development (1821-1865), the age of 
expansion (1866-1900) and the twentieth century, when Black church became an 
effective instrument in Black life."^^° Through trials and tribulations. Blacks were coming 
up as domestics, sharecroppers, carpenters, blacksmiths, farmers and mill workers/’^ 
They formed congregations in rural, urban and metropolitan areas across the United 
States without a lot of money.Yet, these congregations bargained to purchase 
buildings and constructed new sanctuaries; however, rural churches often paid as they 
went in order to avoid debt."^^^ The scenario for many African American churches went 
something like this: a building was purchased, resulting in indebtedness, which led to 
fund raising; the desire and will to be debt free was the driving force for giving to the 
church.The goal was ownership of the church, the first institution owned and operated 
by African Americans.The sons and daughters who started with strong backs and 
hands could then say, “Our church is paid for.” 

Money raising, especially for debt retirement, controlled a large portion of the 
energy, time and ingenuity of many congregations so much that sardonic humor and 
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criticism came from within the congregation and the community.Financial demands 
increased as congregations purchased buildings and expanded services so that an elderly 
woman reflecting on this new urgency for money said, “All the spirit done gone out of 
the church; money drove it out.”"^^^ 

The Sacred Dime Offering is a concept that the tenth belongs to the Lord.^^^ The 
historical stewardship tenants of the African American Christian church are still alive 
although attitudes and perceptions towards the reverend were negative and still are."^^^ 
The reverend is considered the chief fundraiser, stewardship committee and the 
planner."^^*’ If you want people to give, you must tell them to give and what to give and 
what the money is used for; this was the philosophy of the African Christian church and 
reverend.'^^^ 

In today’s society, wealth is mostly related to money and certain material 
possessions that we can see, such as land, money, houses, cars, investments etc.; 
however, in God’s economy, true wealth begins with things that you cannot see."^^^ The 
biggest wealth gap may not be with Black and white wealth, but with saints and 
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sinners.Christians are always professing how rich our Father is, and how God owns 
cattle on a thousand hills, but for some reason, all of this power is not translating into 
more wealth in the kingdom of God.'*^"^ Basically, the church has misguided many 
members as it relates to money; we are running around naming it and claiming it, 
blabbing it and grabbing it and we are still broke.It is time for men and women of God 
to get their financial house in order."^*^ 

There are a few things that are hurting the wealth building capabilities of most 
African American Christians: religious escape, lack of knowledge, lottery mentality, 
poverty mentality, non-acceptance of the delayed gratification philosophy, new luxury 
car payments, a good job and the inability to understand and practice group economics. 

The Christian church, as a covenant community, may legitimately use the Old 
Testament as a basis for understanding Yahweh and what it means to live as a steward in 
covenant with God."^^^ Many observers have written that the financial crisis affecting the 
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church is at the heart, a spiritual crisis/^^ In a consumer society, the church is tempted to 
be a market driven church and too often it succumbs to the temptation."^^*’ 

Many African Americans are struggling in the US in today’s economic downturn 
and this has also affected many that are Christians in the African American community. 
Many Christians have looked to the government system, jobs or other means to meet their 
needs and therefore, limit their finances to the church. Because African Americans that 
are Christians are using the same tactics as the world when it comes to gaining resources 
and trusting in the economic and societal systems of the US, they are receiving the same 
results as others that are not professing Christians. 

Today’s African American reliance must be in Jesus Christ as the African 
American ancestors were during and after slavery until the coming of ages during the 
Civil Rights Movement. God must be the source for everything, even finances. Removing 
our trust from God and placing it in another will cause many to be frustrated, living 
without hope, depending on the government or others to meet our needs. Moreover, the 
reliance on the lottery and other false mechanisms has caused many Christians to not give 
to the church. This is a fallacy; any other system of prosperity outside of God is an 
erroneous system. 

God’s methods to gain wealth and not live in lack works. God’s system has 
worked over thousands of years and continues to work. And there are many witnesses 
that have utilized God’s system of tithing and giving and trusting God to provide for 
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them and live a prosperous life. God provides for those that are His covenant people. 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the children of Israel, Peter, Paul and others today can attest to 
this truth. A truth is something that is everlasting and a fact is something that is 
circumstantial and has the ability to change. Although the historical view of stewardship 
help sets certain thoughts surrounding African American and financial stewardship in 
America, it is important to set a theological foundation for biblical financial stewardship. 
Theologians’ ideas and concepts on stewardship are covered in the next section. 


Theological Foundation 

The doctrine that is used as the theological foundation for biblical financial 
stewardship for the Bailey Advocacy Group is the doctrine of stewardship. Financial 
stewardship is a component of stewardship, with its application on finances. Stewardship 
between man and God began in the Garden of Eden, when God made Adam a partner 
with Him in the managing of the garden. This concept of stewardship dates from the 
beginning of time, when God entrusted the earth to Adam and Eve and their offspring."^^^ 
When we turn to the Old Testament, we find there a rather remarkable series of laws all 
of which are an expression of God’s ownership and man’s stewardship.'^^^ 


“^^Thilip C. L. Gray, “Christian Stewardship,” What God Expects From Us, accessed October 5, 
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The question as to who owns the earth or the land and the things in it is a vital 
question, even for today.The socialist would say that the land and the materials of the 
earth belong to the people as a whole and not to individuals who have seized them."^^"^ The 
capitalistic society is based on individual wealth and would oppose the socialist and say 
the land, material things of the earth belongs to the individual that seizes them."^^^ 
However, both are incorrect. The earth and its resources belong to God."^^^ Sin separated 
us from God and we lost our place with God. Nevertheless, redemption has brought 
humankind back to a place of acceptance with God, which allows us to partner with God 
on managing the earth, which makes humankind stewards. In general, the doctrine of 
stewardship focuses on what stewardship is, humanities role in stewardship, and our 
responsibilities when it comes to managing what God placed in our charge or control. 
Stewardship with God takes place only with regenerated humankind. Humankind that is 
not regenerated has no opportunity to be in partnership with God; therefore, stewardship 
does not exist in its truest form when humankind is un-regenerated. There is no 
stewardship without the link of Jesus’ victory on the Cross and humankind acceptance 
through salvation. 
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The laws in the Old Testament that governed Hebrew life were so designed that 
the individual was forced constantly to acknowledge the divine ownership of all 
wealth.In the law of the first fruits, the Hebrew were required to bring to God the first 
fruits of the harvest; in this way, God was constantly recognized as the giver of the 
harvest.The central thought of the Old Testament concerning stewardship is found in 
the law of tithes.The payment of the tithe comes to humankind as a definite reminder 
of God’s ownership and humankind’s stewardship. 

Some in today’s society may think that stewardship is ownership, however, after a 
proper exegesis of stewardship, we know differently. Ownership is when something 
belongs to oneself or itself; no one has any rights to the item or thing.Stewardship is 
different. Stewardship is the English word used to translate the New Testament word 
oikonomia.^^^ The Greek word is a compound of oikos, meaning house, and nomos, 
meaning law.^'^^ It refers to the management of a house or of household affairs.In 
classical Greek, it had a variety of connotations, but principally that of financial 
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administration, the meaning retained in its direct derivatives such as economy and 
economics.In the Gospels, an Oikonomos or steward, is a slave or hired servant to 
whom the owner entrusts the management of his household. A man does not decide to 

become a steward after he has been saved, nor after he begins to make good money.He 
is a steward—good or bad—when he becomes a Christian.^*’* Stewardship in the 
Christian life demands that a man take good care of his financial affairs because he has 
been commissioned by Christ to manage those affairs for the Lord.^°^ Stewardship 
obtains its highest meaning and its strongest theological foundation when the apostle Paul 
relates it to God’s purpose “which he set forth in Christ as a plan [literally stewardship 
plan, oikonomia] for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth.Paul is able to give a point of view concerning stewardship that is 
different from that which is found in the Old Testament.The church must undergird 
her program of Christian activity today with a program of Christian stewardship, which 
will furnish an adequate basis of support for the great enterprises of the church.And 
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when the church turns to the Word of God for the biblical basis upon which her program 
of stewardship must rest, she will look to the letters of Paul for the great insights that are 
to guide and stimulate Christian giving in the modern world^^^ This is one of the reasons 
Matthew 25:14-30 is used to digest biblical stewardship. Let’s now look at what a 
doctrine is as it relates to stewardship. 

A doctrine is a body of beliefs about God, humankind, Christ, the Church and 
other related concepts considered authoritative and thus worthy of acceptance by all 
members of the community of faith.Stewardship is the management of property by a 
servant on behalf of its owner, and more particularly in modern times, the organized 
pledging of a specific amount of money to be given regularly to the Church, often 
designated Christian stewardship Jesus’ stewardship parables speak of financial 
responsibility as a precursor of greater areas of responsibility in the kingdom of God. 

The concept of stewardship again came to the forefront with preachers in North America 
in the late seventeenth century surrounding disbursement of one’s income to pious 
causes as a steward of the Lord was extolled both as a Christian virtue and a key 
ingredient in business success.Stewardship then in the New Testament begins not with 
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a definition of man’s management of what God has entrusted to him, but with the 
recognition that God has acted, that the priority belongs to him, that he works through 
us.^^* Stewardship as commonly and widely understood in the contemporary church is a 
method for getting people to give of their means, their time, and their talents in services 
and deeds that support and promote the Christian witness in the world.The New 
Testament, however, sees stewardship as a way of setting people free from a sense of 
obligation; the new creature is set free to use the resources he has—his very life—to enter 
into joyous, uninhibited fulfillment of life.^^*^ Stewardship in the New Testament sense 
moves in the 

direction of setting men free so that they might experience life in all its fullness and 
richness. 

According to Gaudium et Spes: "Man was created in God's image and was 
commanded to conquer the earth and to rule the world injustice and holiness: man was to 
acknowledge God as maker of all things and relate himself and the totality of creation to 
him, so that through the dominion of all things by man, the name of God would be 


E. Strauch, New Testament Stewardship: Baker’s Dictionary of Practical theology, R. G. 
Turnbull, ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1967), 346. 


5‘9lbid. 


52"Ibid. 


521 


Ibid. 



148 


majestic in all the earth. This concept of man's rule or sovereignty plays an important 
role in Christian theology. God appoints man as his steward in the manner of the master 
in the Gospel parables, namely Luke.^^^ The only creature willed expressly by God for 
his own sake occupies a unique place at the summit of visible creation, mankind. 
Christian theology speaks of humans as the master of a household to whom God has 
confided care of all His goods.Humans can deploy all the resources of visible creation 
according to his ingenuity, and exercises this participated sovereignty over visible 
creation. 

Many a modem interpretation of stewardship has been plagued by the idea of 
proportionate giving as if the Christian were called to give a portion of his income such 
as a tithe, or a portion of his time—so many hours a week to worship and Christian 
service—or a portion of his energy and abilities.But this leads to spiritual 
schizophrenia. Where sophisticated Christians delude themselves by thinking that they 
can set aside a part of themselves and their resources as sacred and are thereby given 

^^^“Communion and Stewardship,” Human Persons Created in the Image of God, International 
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license to use the balance in any fashion whatsoever, a tension is set up that can lead to 
serious difficulties.The New Testament knows of no such splitting of life. Someone 
has said, “It doesn’t take much of a man to be a Christian, but it takes all there is of 
him.”^^*’ 

Seeds take root and grow best in rich, black topsoil. The richest topsoil for 
growing dollars for ministry is a vision for the Great Commission.If I have cast the 
vision clearly, if our hearts are beating for the lost, finances will follow. Money flows to 
the right causes.Great Commission enthusiasm, in fact, provides a growth 
environment for every area of the church, but especially in people’s financial 
stewardship. 

Stewardship in its broadest sense is the offering up of a whole life to God—a life 
wholly integrated with and totally committed to God’s will.^^"^ The appeal of the New 
Testament is “to offer your very selves to him: a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his 
acceptance, the worship offered by mind and heart.”^^^ A man’s whole nature is called 
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for, and not some single section that is regarded as holy or sacred.Joseph Fletcher in 
an unpublished address, “Stewardship, the Christian Vocation in an Opulent Era,” lists 
such things as urban renewal, rapid transportation in metropolitan areas, aid of education, 
anti-poverty programs, massive public works and research and development projects such 
as dams, reservoirs, water and air pollution services, etc., and he concludes: “This is 
where stewardship counts in the modern world, and it is only petty and picayune apart 
from it.^^’ 

Stewardship according to the New Testament is not the product of a determined, 
stoical, grim effort to serve God; it is, rather, a free, happy, life-fulfilling experience open 
to all who become the agents of God’s purpose and will.^^^ Bishop V. S. Azariah, the first 
Indian bishop of the Anglican Church, in his book Christian Giving, traces the picture of 
this kind of relationship, pointing out the lasting harm done thereby to some of the 
younger churches.He goes on to tell of several church bodies that have made 
remarkable progress and that are live and vital.A study was made of a number of 
churches to find out how far the duty of Christian giving was understood by Christians 
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and how far the churches were able to maintain their work without help from the West.^'^' 
“It was found,” writes Bishop Azariah, “that there were very great differences between 
the churches. It was not always the richest churches which had made the greatest 
progress; much more seemed to depend on the kind of teaching that had been given to the 
Christians from the beginning, and on the extent to which they had been led to see 
Christian giving as part of their duty toward God.”^"^^ He follows this with a description 
of several churches in which especially good progress toward self-support had been 
made.^"^^ In every case, clear teaching had been given from the start on the duty of 
Christian giving. It was Bishop Azariah’s conviction that even those in abject poverty 
need to give something. “Sacrificial giving,” he writes, “is one of the essential 
elements in promoting true spiritual growth.”^"^^ Stewardship is not action for action’s 
sake. It is action that flows from the acceptance of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.^"^^ 

The theology of stewardship starts with the acknowledgment that God is 
sovereign over our lives, even as He is sovereign over all things.Therefore, we 
acknowledge God as the ultimate authority above every other claim to our loyalty; it is 
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the practical expression of our yielding to the divine revelation—I am the Lord your 
God.^"^^ Stewardship defines our practical obedience in the administration of everything 
under our control, everything entrusted to us.^"^^ It is the consecration of one’s self and 
possessions to the service of the King.^^*’ Stewardship acknowledges in practice that we 
do not have the right of control over ourselves or our property— God has that control. 

It means as stewards of God we are managers of that which belongs to the King, and we 
are under the constant order of the King as we administer His affairs.Faithful 
stewardship means that we fully acknowledge we are not our own but belong to Christ, 
the Lord, who gave Himself for us.^^^ 

It is apparent that stewardship is more than money. However, stewardship does 
involve money.We cannot be a good steward by being faithful in all areas of our life 
with one exception—money.When we fail in our stewardship of money, we fail as a 
steward.^^^ Someone has well said, "Stewardship hinges on the money issue.The man 
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who is true to God as a steward in the use of his money will usually be faithful in the 
stewardship of other things.The scriptures abound with references to material things. 
Money and property are referred to some 1,000 times in the Bible.This is more often 
than prayer which is referred to about 500 times, or faith which is mentioned less than 
500 times.Christian stewardship is based on the premise that the eternal and the 
economic cannot be separated.When reading the gospels, it is easy to recognize the 
great emphasis Jesus placed on material possessions; in fifteen of thirty-three familiar 
parables, Jesus spoke of physical assets and a number of Jesus’ deeds and actions involve 
the use of property. 

Man in his relationship to property has three choices: (1) ownership; (2) poverty; 
and (3) stewardship.The first choice (ownership) is the most popular in our day.^^'* In 
the middle ages the second choice (poverty) prevailed, based upon the feeling that the 
only way a man could be saved was to sever him from the world of things.The third 
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choice (stewardship) has not been tried seriously by the majority of Christians at any one 
time in history. 

There are three characteristics that distinguish a steward; first, a steward 
recognizes that they are not their own, but were purchased by God and also belong to 
God.^^’ The second, a steward recognizes that everything ultimately belongs to the 
Lord.^^* All things come from God and are ruled over by God, this includes money, 
natural resource, and our abilities.Stewards seek to faithfully oversee all that God has 
entrusted to their oversight; failure to do this is referred to as ^''robbing God. 

Godly stewardship is a response to God’s gifts and kindness by giving in return. 
Our giving is an act of worship in that it is a response to who God is, what He has done, 
and what He plans to do in the future.Our response in giving can be in the form of 
money, sharing our home, sharing meals with friends, loaning to our neighbor, lending 
money at no interest to those in need, paying bills for someone struggling financially and 
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other things.Our whole lives are to be marked by worship and how we use our money 
and resources plays a role in this every day.^^^ 

T. A. Kantonen was a systematic theologian that identified strongly with the 
doctrine of stewardship. Systematic theologians focus on what the whole Bible 
teaches.Systematic theology involves collecting and understanding all relevant 
passages in the Bible on various topics and summarizing their teachings clearly so that 
we know what to believe about each topic.T. A. Kantonen was a follower of Dr. 
Stoughton, who was the executive director of the Lutheran Layman's Movement for 
Stewardship and stewardship secretary of the United Lutheran Church in America. 
Kantonen wrote on Christian stewardship and made the connection between theology and 
stewardship. According to Kantonen, theology and stewardship are intertwined. A 
theology for stewardship may appear at first sight to be a strange combination of 
words.T.A. Kantonen believed that faith in God the Creator establishes evangelism 
and stewardship as God's work. 1 bear agreement with T.A. Kantonen’s views on 
stewardship. In light of the teaching of the prophets and Jesus himself, the author believes 
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that tithing as the "one divinely authorized and unconditionally binding method for 
practicing Christian stewardship" is superficial.^^* As the researcher, I agree with 
Kantonen’s view on tithing as not the only binding method of Christian stewardship. 
Tithing is one part of Christian stewardship. There are other parts to Christian 
stewardship. Stewardship, on the other hand, suggests such a mundane thing as money 
and is considered to be the concern of practical men of action who have little use for the 
subtleties of theology as they seek to devise methods for meeting budgets.Yet any 
serious attempt to define the two terms reveals at once an inseparable connection between 
them.^**’ Theology may be defined briefly in the words of Kahn is as “the scientific self- 
consciousness of the church” or of Luthardt as “the churchly science of Christianity.”^*' 

Kantonen makes the connection that there is no stewardship without the 
intermingling of theology. Even if stewardship, then, dealt only with the Christian’s use 
of his pocketbook, it would still be of theological concern, for theology cannot be 
indifferent to any activity in which the Christian faith expresses itself. ^*^ But stewardship 
is more than that; it is the vita nova, the believer’s whole life as a response to that 
revelation of divine truth with which theology deals.^*^ Theology thus has the same 
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relation to stewardship that a philosophy of life has to life itself. And a theology of 
stewardship can be nothing less than an interpretation of the Christian meaning of life as 
a whole.Kantonen expresses that Christian stewardship is more than a slave to a 
master, but that this relationship in the Kingdom is God is expressed in love, fellowship, 
friendship, and trust. There is no stewardship without trust. Kings do not put their 
property in the hands of people that they do not trust or those that do not belong to them. 
Hence, stewardship is relational. From the author’s standpoint, T. A. Kantonen views on 
stewardship are doctrinally sound. The researcher supports T. A. Kantonen views on 
stewardship. 

When the concept of stewardship is developed in its total New Testament context 
it implies even more than trusteeship and responsibility.It contains the idea of 
partnership.The relation between master and servant gives way to the relation between 
friends working together for the realization of a common purpose.Thus in speaking to 
his disciples about their stewardship responsibility of fruitful service our Lord, he says, 
“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
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but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you.”^^^ 

Paul, the Apostle, ascribes to Christian stewards the dignity of being God’s 
fellow-workers as described in the New Testament in 1 CorinthiansC*^ This partnership is 
furthermore the partnership of father and son: “You are no longer a slave but a son, and if 
a son then an heir,” as outlined in Galatians.Christian stewardship is a family affair. 
Not merely to work for God.^^' We are his agents and administrators of his property, but 
to work with him as his children sharing his purposes, his resources, his very nature— 
such is the high status of Christian stewards.^^^ Many Christians take the position of 
servants and not children, therefore, when it comes to handling the Kingdom property, 
they are timid and do not operate from a position of authority in joint dominion with the 
Christ. 

Kantonen makes the association that stewardship is a part of our redemption in 
Jesus. Stewardship is founded—upon an allegiance to God.^^^ To be partner with Christ 
in the purpose of God is the goal of stewardship.Kantonen was also familiar with John 
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Versteeg and adapted some of his theological perspectives on stewardship. Kantonen was 
keen on seeing life in Christ as stewardship. There is no stewardship without Christ. 
Kantonen’s stewardship foundation was not set upon just monetary responsibilities, but 
the life of a Christian was a life of a steward and money or finances was a part of it. 
Kantonen wrote only one book on stewardship, but the book was impactful during the 
1950’s and is used today as a foundation for students interested in expounding on biblical 
stewardship in the twenty first century. As a theologian, Kantonen’s concepts on biblical 
stewardship were sound. Kantonen approached stewardship from a holistic perspective 
and Kantonen’s ability to join together theology and stewardship was masterful. 
Kantonen’s work in the twentieth century can be used as a strong starting place for 
biblical stewardship. However, the researcher chose to look at another theologian when it 
came to additional studies in biblical stewardship due to the lack of diverse and 
exhaustive information from T. A. Kantonen on biblical stewardship. The researcher 
supports the systematic theology of T. A. Kantonen on biblical stewardship. 

Another theologian that focused on biblical stewardship was the founder of the 
Methodist movement, John Wesley. Wesley’s emphasis on stewardship began with his 
theological understanding that everything we are and have comes from God.^^^ Wesley is 
viewed as a practical theologian. Practical theology is the term for a theological discipline 
that has church activities as its theme and that alongside biblical studies, church history, 
and systematic theology forms an independent department of theology on Protestant 

^^^“United Methodist Foundation for the Memphis and Tennessee Conference,” John Wesley on 
Stewardship, accessed September 27, 2013, http://www.umfmtc.org/john-wesley-on-stewardship.html. 
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faculties.Wesley put restrictions on the way we gain all we can; earning money was 
discouraged if it came at the expense of our own health, whether physical or 
spiritual.^^^ Stewardship is a gift from God, a spiritual discipline and a means of God’s 
grace.Wesley felt that the Christian should not merely tithe but give away all extra 
income once the family and creditors were taken care of.^^^ Wesley believed that with 
increasing income, what should rise is not the Christian's standard of living but the 
standard of giving.Wesley's teaching on money offered simple, practical guidelines for 
every believer. 

Wesley's first rule about money was “Gain all you can’’.®°^ Wesley did not see 
money as evil in itself. Wesley recognized that if Christians were good stewards, money 
could benefit many in the church and those that were poor. Wesley grew up poor and had 
many siblings while his father performed the duties of a priest. Although money has the 
potential for misuse, money still was a valuable asset or means of exchange for the 
church. How the Christian steward over what God provided determined the level of 

E. Fahlbusch and G.W. Bromiley, In the Encyclopedia of Christianity. Grand Rapids Mi Wm. 
B. Eerdmans, 3005. 
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blessing upon the steward and what was given out to the poor. Despite its potential for 
misuse, money in itself is something good.®°^ There is no end to the good it can do: "In 
the hands of [God's] children, it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment for 
the naked; it gives to the needy traveler and a place for the stranger to lay his head.^°"^ By 
it we may supply the place of a husband to the widow, and of a father to the fatherless. 
Because Christians had the propensity to abuse what God had provided, special caution 
must go into every time we as Christians decide to use money. Questions that we should 
ask ourselves, will God get the glory out of the use of the money or is the stewardship 
that God has placed in our charge, bringing glory to God, if not, do not engage in the 
activity or purchase. Wesley approached stewardship as a duty of Christianity. The 
researcher is in agreement, that stewardship is a part of the Christian duty. And, good 
stewardship emulates Jesus, the Christ. Some would believe that the theology of the 
steward belongs to the field of Christian ethics. 

Wesley adds that in gaining all they can, Christians must be careful not to damage 
their own souls, minds, or bodies, or the souls, minds, or bodies of anyone else.^*’^ 
Wesley's second rule for the right use of money was “save all you can”.^*’^ Wesley urged 
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his hearers not to spend money merely to gratify the desires of the flesh, the desires of the 
eye or the pride of life; Wesley cried out against expensive food, fancy clothes, and 
elegant furniture: "Cut off all this expense! Despise delicacy and variety and be content 
with what plain nature requires.There are many today that would disagree with 
Wesley view on “save all you can.” When a steward is operating in faith, the steward has 
the capability to enjoy nice things and believe God to bless them so that they can be a 
blessing to the community, state or society. The researcher does not align with John 
Wesley’s second rule. A steward does not need to live in abject poverty or simply on 
getting their basic needs met. If the steward can believe God, nothing will be impossible 
for the steward. Mature stewardship is a walk of faith. The steward can enjoy nice things 
and have their desires met as outlined in Malachi and meet the needs of many. The Bible 
offers the tithe as a standard of measurement when applying theology of stewardship.^^*’ 
Wesley had two reasons for telling Christians to buy only necessities.^” The 
obvious one was so they would not waste money and the second was so they would not 
increase their desires.®” The old preacher wisely pointed out that when people spend 
money on things they do not really need, they begin to want more things they do not 
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need.®^^ Instead of satisfying their desires, they only increase them: "Who would depend 
anything in gratifying these desires, if he considered that to gratify them is to increase 
them?^^"^ Nothing can be more certain than this: Daily experience shows that the more 
they are indulged, they increase the more."^^^ Stewardship has been kidnapped and is 
being held hostage by a sinister villain named “Paying the Bills.In today’s society, 
there are those that would disagree with Wesley’s second rule. Although the rule is an 
admirable one, there is no scriptural basis for it; therefore, this rule may meet with 
resistance. As theologians look to solidify their views, the views must be biblically based. 

Wesley's third rule was “Give all you can.”^'’ One's giving should begin with the 
tithe.Stewardship is the Law of Rightful Ownership, which says, nothing truly belongs 
to us; everything actually belongs to God.^'^ He told the one who does not tithe, "Thou 
doest undoubtedly set they heart upon thy gold" and warned, "It will 'eat their flesh as 
fjre !'620 one's giving should not end at the tithe.All of the Christian's money 
belongs to God, not just the first tenth. 
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Believers must use 100 % of their incomes as God directs.Stewardship is 
representative of the steward using all of their assets the way God has ordained. Wesley’s 
rule number three is aligned to biblical stewardship. 

Not only did Wesley develop rules to manage money under the stewardship 
principles, Wesley also listed scriptural priorities for handling money. Wesley listed four 
scriptural priorities: the first priority is for things needful for yourself and your family. 
The second priority is "Having food and raiment, let us be therewith content. 

The third priority is, "Provide things honest in the sight of all men."^^^ And the 
fourth and last priority is, "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.In giving these four biblical 
principles, Wesley recognized some situations were not clear-cut; it is not always obvious 
how the Christian should use the Lord's money. 

John Wesley was a great theologian which led the Methodist movement; however, 
Wesley did not have a sufficient amount of literature on biblical stewardship. Wesley 
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focused on other areas in theology, although stewardship was covered under his studies. 
The researcher did not agree with Wesley’s second rule. Therefore, let’s look at another 
theologian. Dr. Stephen J. Grabill, which has supported and contributed as editor of the 
NIV Stewardship Study Bible. Of course, the focus is on biblical stewardship. The NIV 
Stewardship Study Bible writes on God’s design for stewardship, which covers life, the 
environment, finances, generosity and eternity. 

The focus of the project centers on biblical financial stewardship among the 
Bailey Advocacy Group, which are professing Christians. Without accepting Jesus as 
Savior, there is no need to discuss biblical stewardship; this would be a vain act without 
the redemptive work accomplished by Christ. Biblical stewardship accompanies a life 
attached to God. 

Dr. Stephen J. Grabill (Ph.D., Calvin Theological Seminary) is the director of 
programs and international affairs at the Acton Institute. Dr. Grabill is a reformed 
theologian. Reformed theology gets its name from the sixteenth century Protestant 
Reformation, with its distinct theological emphases, but it is theology solidly based on 
the Bible itself.The reformed commitment to scripture stresses the Bible's inspiration, 
authority, and sufficiency. Since the Bible is the Word of God and so has the authority of 
God Himself, reformed people affirm that this authority is superior to that of all 
governments and all church hierarchies.^^' Support is provided to Dr. GrabilTs view on 

^^^Stephen L. Grabill, ed., NIV Stewardship Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2009). 
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biblical financial stewardship. He is also a senior research scholar in theology, and an 
adjunct professor of theological ethics at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary. Grabill is 
a theologian and the general editor for the NIV Stewardship Study Bible. 

Stewardship is a central theme throughout Scriptures.The NIV Stewardship Study 
Bible was created to be a companion in a Christian’s journey toward becoming a mature 
and effective steward. 

Financial stewardship is a subcomponent of biblical stewardship. A 
subcomponent means that it derives its foundation from the main component, which is 
biblical stewardship. The overarching doctrine is biblical stewardship with the focus of 
financial stewardship. Dr. Grabill covers, what is biblical stewardship, the significance of 
stewardship, the purpose of stewardship and stewardship from a holistic approach while 
employing resources from many sources. Dr. Grabill consulted with Crown Financial 
Ministries and other sources to gain a biblical perspective on financial stewardship. Dr. 
Grabill also explores why God appoints us as stewards over the economies of creation. 
Dr. Grabill study of stewardship in the context of financial stewardship is the most 
extensive out of all theologians mentioned in this document. 

Financial stewardship is an important element of faithful service to Christ and the 
Church.Time and again, Jesus exhorted believers to give regularly, generously, and 
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joyfully, both to the collection for the poor and for the maintenance of godly teachers. 
Billy Graham, in his sermon “Partners with God,” says: “One of the greatest sins in 
America today is the fact that we are robbing God of that which rightfully belongs to 
Him.636 When we do not tithe, we shirk a just debt.^^^ Actually we are not giving when 
we give God one-tenth, for it belongs to God already; this is a debt we owe.^^* Not until 
we have given a tenth do we actually begin making an offering to the Lord!”^^^ 

Two maxims underlie the Bible’s principles of financial responsibility: the earth 
and its resources belong to God, and they have been entrusted to people to use wisely. 
God sees our finances and our faith as inseparable.^'^' Jesus’ stewardship parables speak 
of financial responsibility as a precursor of greater areas of responsibility in the kingdom 
of God.^"'^ Godliness has many benefits: peace of heart and mind, a sense of purpose, 
healed relationships, even the improved financial situation that results from good 
stewardship.^"'^ 
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Poverty is not akin to biblical financial stewardship as some may make vows of 
poverty. Because of stern warnings in the Bible over hoarding wealth, due to a covetous 
attitude surrounding money, some may conclude that Christians are called to take vows 
of poverty, this is not so, nor has any affiliation with biblical stewardship.The biblical 
steward is commanded to give what is in the heart of the person to give financially, not 
reluctantly or under pressure from others. 

Not my own; this is the essence of stewardship, to be conscious at all times that 
all that we have is a sacred trust from God through Jesus.If we really are to understand 
what biblical stewardship and financial stewardship is, we must discover what God tells 
us about it in the Bible.^'^^ We must begin where God begins and acknowledge that 
stewardship is, must be, and grounded in the very nature of God for humankind.There 
is no concept of volunteerism in stewardship.When we present our gifts, it is an 
opportunity God gives us to participate in His work, an opportunity for which we should 
be grateful and excited. 
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In conclusion, Dr. Grabill and his companions laid out an extraordinary and 
exhaustive study of stewardship from its foundation while encompassing the financial 
portion of stewardship and how it relates to today’s Christians. The NIV Stewardship 
Bible is a recipe for identifying acts of good stewardship and the rewards of good 
stewardship. Jesus redemptive work on the cross is likened to a good steward who 
obeyed God to bring salvation to humankind. Jesus set the example for stewardship as a 
vessel of God. There is no stewardship without the cross. There is no financial 
stewardship without God providing the resources and materials that God spoke into being 
by the Word of God, because the world would be void of substance. And there is no 
stewardship without humankind willingly advocating their life in submission to God 
through Jesus. Biblical Stewardship is God providing the means and resources for the 
children of God to manage on earth until Jesus returns. Biblical financial stewardship is 
handling God’s resources in line with God’s plan and bringing in a return on what has 
been given to man to manage. 

In chapter three, foundations were laid from a biblical, historical and theological 
perspective. The researcher defined what biblical financial stewardship is, the initiation 
of it and how it works in the kingdom of God. She also laid the foundation and the path 
that African Americans incorporated the financial stewardship principles throughout their 
history in the United States. Hence, theological views were laid out in reference to 
financial stewardship. Dr. GrabilTs extensive research and knowledge in biblical 
financial stewardship is the researcher’s chosen theologian, although she does not 
subscribe to all of the views from a reformed theology basis. 
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The next chapter, methodology, will cover an important part of the research. Chapter four 
will discuss data collection, data analysis and results of the model. There is a sub group 
located within the group of thirteen associates; four members of the group are pastors. 
Their feedback is included in the project. This adds greater depth and solidifies the 
triangulation method in the project. 



CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 

This project is a qualitative study designed to provide awareness to the Bailey 
Advocacy Group on biblical financial stewardship and knowledge on its applications and 
principles. The research model is intended to explore the behaviors that contribute to the 
financial lack and failures of this Group. The researcher desire is to provide a model to 
assist the Bailey Advocacy Group on financial wealth. The model is based upon 
qualitative research aligned to the phenomenology process. Phenomenology uses 
primarily interviews with individuals, surveys and observations as the data collection 
mode. The analysis will focus on looking at the data for significant statements, structural 
descriptions and description of the essence of the meaning. Interaction takes place in the 
form of surveys, conversations, and interviews. 

The research model is set up to gather data from thirteen individuals who are 
associates of the Bailey Advocacy Group. Additional data will be collected from two 
context associates and three family members. The three different groups allow for the 
triangulation of the data being collected. Each group may provide similar perspectives; 
however, the data will determine this. The use of family members as a third group is so 
that they may share some of the experiences that the researcher experienced in an 
environment of financial lack while growing up. 
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The family members will provide feedback on the research findings of the individual 
interviews. 

Biblical financial stewardship takes its origin from the Bible. Good stewardship 
to some means using money responsibly by giving to the church, paying bills, saving, and 
having some fun, including a vacation.' It also means taking responsibility for ones 
needs.^ A steward is not the owner of the items entrusted to them as they are the caretaker 
of the finances or property; therefore, the God given monetary and material resources in 
our lives are to be invested in a way that brings the greatest return to the Kingdom of 
God.^ Biblical financial stewardship is, in its simplest form, managing God’s finances, 
provided to us, in the manner God laid out in the Bible. The purpose of this project is to 
bring awareness to the Bailey Advocacy Group in the area of biblical financial 
stewardship in order to bring financial prosperity to the group and eliminate financial 
lack. 

Hypothesis 

Members of the Bailey Advocacy Group have resorted to borrowing from others 
people, reliance upon the use of lending institutions with high interest rates, household 
bills not being paid and lack of saving and retirement accounts and struggling financially. 
The hypothesis is designed to determine the awareness that the training sessions 
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provide on biblical financial stewardship in the lives of the Bailey Advocacy Group; with 
the awareness of the principles and applications, perhaps this will lead them into financial 
prosperity and eliminate financial lack in their lives. In short, if the members of the 
Bailey Advocacy Group were made aware of biblical financial stewardship principles and 
applications, this would assist in bringing them into financial prosperity. The participants 
of the Bailey Advocacy Group are African American women and men located in different 
parts of the United States. All are professing Christians with a connection to the 
researcher by way of the United States Military. The participants have all agreed to be 
interviewed and will be engaged via teleconferences in one-on-one interviews. 

Research Methodology 

The research model utilizes a qualitative research method. Quantitative research 
methods focus on testing hypotheses using numerical data and inferential statistics."^ 
Qualitative research methods focus on discovering the range of human experience, which 
often is not aptly reducible to numbers.^ Phenomenology is the qualitative approach used 
to gather information to test the hypothesis. 

Phenomenology is sometimes considered a philosophical perspective as well as an 
approach to qualitative methodology.^ Phenomenological research is a design of inquiry 
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coming from philosophy and psychology where the researcher describes the lived 
experiences of individuals about a phenomenon as described by participants.^ It has a 
long history in several social research disciplines including psychology, sociology and 
social work.^ The phenomenologist wants to understand how the world appears to 
others.^ Phenomenology, then, is the study of things as they appear (phenomena).^*’ It is 
also often said to be descriptive rather than explanatory: a central task of phenomenology 
is to provide a clear, undistorted description of the ways things appear.^' A key part of 
phenomenology is intentionality, which is that the conscious is always directed toward 
some world or other. One of the qualitative methods for the phenomenology is 
structured interviews. Through structured interviews, the researcher develops an 
approach that concentrates on the conscious and direct experience that the interviewee 
has in relation to biblical financial stewardship. It also allows the researcher to explore in 
depth the topic of financial stewardship from a biblical basis and the interviewees’ 
knowledge base. During the interview phase, the researcher will ask some structured 
questions to determine if the participant received any teachings on the principles and 
applications of biblical financial stewardship. 
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The researcher analyzed data for significant statements that pertain to themes, ideas, and 
concepts that the participant may have in common with other participants in relation to 
experiences around finances, thoughts and perceptions around finances. The researcher 
has experienced financial lack and therefore can relate to the struggles that the 
participants experience in their finances. Thereby, when the researcher filled the role as 
participant observer at various stages, this can assist the participants in opening up and 
bonding with the researcher, while feeling free to share their stories. 

Methodological Triangulation 

The emphasis of the Doctor of Ministry Program is on practical theology.'^ The 
research project utilizes qualitative research as the means of proving the hypothesis 
surrounding the Bailey Advocacy Group. Data triangulation involves using different 
sources of information in order to increase the validity of a study. Triangulation is used 
as a strategy for increasing the validity of evaluation and research findings.*^ Typically, 
through triangulating we expect various data sources and methods to lead to a singular 
proposition about the phenomenon being studied. In extension, these sources are likely 

'^Nancy Jean Vyhmeister, Your Guide to Writing Quality Research Papers: For Students of 
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to be stakeholders in a program such as participants, other researchers, program staff and 
selected community members.'^ Validity and reliability is important in research. 
Qualitative validity means that the researcher checks for the accuracy of the findings by 
employing certain procedures, while qualitative reliability indicates that the researcher’s 
approach is consistent among different researchers and different projects (Creswell 
2007).^^ Validity is one of the strengths of qualitative research and is based on 
determining whether findings are accurate from the standpoint of the researcher, the 
participant or the readers of an account (Creswell & Miller 2000).^^ Validity, in 
qualitative research, refers to whether the findings of a study are true and certain. True in 
the sense that research findings accurately reflect the situation, and certain in the sense 
that research findings are supported by the evidence.^*’ The project employed data and 
methodological triangulation. Data triangulation involves the use of different sources of 
data/information.A key strategy was to categorize each group or type of stakeholder for 
the program evaluated. Then, include a comparable number of people from each 
stakeholder group in the evaluation study.The researcher conducted in-depth interviews 
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to gain insight on what the stakeholders perceived as outcomes of the program. The 
researcher interviewed representatives of each stakeholder group.The researcher 
triangulated while looking for outcomes agreed upon by all stakeholder groups. 
Methodological triangulation involves the use of multiple qualitative and/or quantitative 
methods to study the program.For example, results from surveys, focus groups, and 
interviews could be compared to determine if similar results are found. If the 
conclusions from each of the methods are the same, then validity is established.^^ The 
context associates were a part of the data triangulation for the project. 

The researcher triangulated different information by examining evidence from the 
sources and using it to build a coherent justification for themes.^*’ The researcher used 
member checking to determine the accuracy of the qualitative findings through taking the 
final report or specific descriptions or themes back to the participants and determining 
whether these participants feel they are accurate as outlined in Creswell.^^ One key point 
taken into consideration by the researcher was to clarify any bias that she may bring to 
the study.The researcher created periods of self-reflection to allow open and honest 
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narrative in addition to allowing objective information.^^ Another key point brought out 
by Creswell that the researcher used an external auditor to review the entire project, 
which should bring an objective assessment of the project throughout the research 
process and at the conclusion of the study.Qualitative research provides three kinds of 
knowledge (knowledge of others, knowledge of phenomena, and reflexive knowledge). 

Edmund Husserl is considered the father of phenomenology. Polkinghome (1983) 
supported the use of the term methodology rather than method to describe the use of 
phenomenological and hermeneutic phenomenological traditions.A methodology is not 
a correct method to follow, but a creative approach to understanding, using whatever 
approaches are responsive to particular questions and subject matter.Madison (1988) 
supported the notion that method focuses the researcher on exact knowledge and 
procedure whereas methodology uses good judgment and responsible principles rather 
than rules to guide the research process.This use of methodology requires the ability to 
be reflective, insightful, sensitive to language, and constantly open to experience (van 
Manen, 1997). Self-reflection, a key part of phenomenologist, occurs typically as part 
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of the preparatory phase of research and might include writing the reflections for 
reference during the analysis process (Colazzi, 1978; Polkinghorne, 1989)."^*’ The purpose 
of this reflection is to become aware of one’s biases and assumptions in order to bracket 
them, or set them aside, in order to engage the experience without preconceived notions 
about what will be found in the investigation. This awareness is seen as a protection from 
imposing the assumptions or biases of the researcher on the study.Participants were 
generally asked to describe in detail their experience of the topic being investigated. The 
specific question asked is generally very open in nature, with follow up discussion being 
led, not so much by the researcher, but by the participant.'^^ Openness is critical and the 
exchange may be entirely open, with few direct questions asked (Koch, 1996)."^^ 

Questions one through twenty three in Appendix C are questions that take the 
form of phenomenology. The questions are designed to be open ended to get at the life 
experience of the participant. 

Each question helped to build on the researcher’s understanding of the participant view; 
this helped the researcher’s understanding and awareness of biblical financial stewardship 
from the participant’s view. 
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Data Collection Sources 

The first data collection source will be thirteen participants who are part of the 
Bailey Advocacy Group. The thirteen will encompass African American Christians that 
live in different parts of the United States and who have some military affiliation. They 
will be interviewed about their exposure to biblical financial stewardship, its principles 
and applications. The participants have a friendship with the researcher but they have not 
read any form of research concerning this project. Each participant will be interviewed 
individually since the researcher is not located in the same area as the participants. The 
interviews will take place over the internet and telephonically, and they are scheduled to 
last approximately one hour. These interviews will allow information to be gathered 
directly from the participants and allow the participants to remain in the secure 
environment of their home or the environment in which they choose for the interview. A 
sub group of the participant group is a group of pastors. The researcher will see if there 
is a thread of similarity from the pastors as from the other members of the participant 
group. 

The researcher will provide to each participant a ready-made statement 
introducing the purpose of the study, the confidentiality of the study and the affiliation of 
the study for a doctoral candidate with United Theological Seminary. The statement will 


be as follows: 
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I am Lisa Bailey, the researcher for a project on biblical financial stewardship 
among African American Christians. I am a doctoral student at United 
Theological Seminary. First, I would like to thank you for participating freely in 
this study and I would like to thank you for giving me some of your valuable 
time. The data that I collect will be associated with my doctorial project. All 
names will be changed to provide for the confidentiality of each participant. The 
only person that will know the real names is me, the researcher. Each participant 
will be given a participant number. 


At the conclusion of the introduction, the researcher ensured that each participant 
received and signed a consent form before the interview starts (Appendix B). The form is 
basic in nature and includes the name of the researcher, the researcher’s mentor, the 
purpose of the project. At the bottom of the consent form is a section designed to gather 
demographic information, the signature of the participant being interviewed and their 
signature indicting consent to the interview. The name, gender, race, age category, and 
religion allow the researcher to see if there are differences between some of the 
demographics. The researcher ensured that the participants receive a copy of the consent 
form and questions asked on the questionnaire. 

The second group for triangulation consisted of the context associates. The 
context associates are all females. Their training consisted of one hour long sessions. This 
group is also located in various states throughout the United States. The focus of the 
context associate data will be concentrated on the types of training material they deemed 
beneficial in order to increase awareness and use of the biblical financial stewardship 
principles and applications. This survey will be administered electronically. 

The third data collection source included the researcher’s family members. The 
researcher’s family members were asked the same questions as outlined in the Appendix 
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C. The interview was conducted within the one hour time frame. Each interview was 
followed up with a probing interview to ensure that the researcher captured the true 
feelings of the interviewee as outlined in the phenomenology design. 

In summation, these three groups, along with the subgroup of four pastors inside 
of the group of thirteen participants, were used to ensure the triangulation of the data. The 
participant group, the context associate group, the family group and the subgroup of 
pastors, comprised the researcher’s triangulation methods for this qualitative study. The 
researcher followed up with a post interview to ensure that the researcher had a clear and 
concise understanding of where each participant was in relation to the awareness of 
biblical financial stewardship, knowing the principles and applications of biblical 
financial stewardship. The purpose of the different groups was to triangulate the data to 
ensure reliability and validity of the data collected. All information was kept confidential 
and names were only known by the researcher. This was a great opportunity for the 
researcher to validate the hypothesis in the project and a great deal of appreciation and 
thankfulness goes to all of the participants in this study. 

Phenomenology is primarily a philosophy, but one that has consequential 
implications for psychology, as does empiricism.Phenomenology is a philosophy of 
sense more than a philosophy of freedom.As the researcher, there are different views 
on phenomenology; however, the Husserl perspective was the one presented as the 

Amedeo Giorgi, The Descriptive Phenomenological Method in Psychology: A Modified 
Husserlian, (Pittsburgh, PA: Duquesne University Press, 2009), 8. 

“^^Paul Ricoeur, Husserl: An Analysis of His Phenomenology (Evanston, IL: Northwestern 
University Press, 1967), 41. 
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analysis model for this research. Phenomenology is concerned with ego-act-object or the 
ego-cogito-cogitation structure of the consciousness."^^ Husserl wants us first to see how 
the object presents itself to the consciousness, and it is considered to be just that, 
something that is present to the consciousness."^’ Lived experience plays a role in 
phenomenology;"^^ therefore, the experience of financial lack can be analyzed utilizing 
phenomenology. 

The qualitative data representative of most of the analysis is in word format. The 
collected words represent surveys, observations, journaling and interviews. Qualitative 
data is not so much about behaviors as about actions.Some actions are relatively 
straightforward while others involve impression management or how people want others 
to view them.^° One major feature of well - collected data is that the researcher focuses 
on naturally occurring, ordinary events in natural settings, so that the researcher has a 
strong understanding of what real life is like.^^ Phenomenology tends to look at data 
thematically to extract essences and essentials of participant meaning.^’ 


"^^Giorgi, The Descriptive Phenomenological Method in Psychology, 9. 

"^^Maurice Merleau - Ponty, Husserl at the Limits of Phenomenology (Evanston, IL: Northwestern 
University Press, 2002) 15. 

"^^Matthew B. Miles, Michael Huberman & Johnny Saldana, Qualitative Data Analysis: A Method 
Sourcebook (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications INC., 2014), 14. 

5<'Ibid. 


5‘Ibid. 


52lbid., 8. 
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A construct table includes data that highlights the variable properties and/or 
dimensions of one key concept/category of interest from a study.A construct table is 
used in phenomenology to help gather the data from the participants’ in regards to 
biblical financial stewardship. This allows for the focus on one or more core items of 
interest that may come out of the interviews or surveys. 

Phenomenology is a philosophy of action found in a pedagogical context. The 
actions that are looked at from the researcher point of view focused on the financial 
habits and patterns of the Bailey Advocacy Group. This gave insight to the BAG 
members’ thoughts, feelings and actions surrounding financial dilemma. 

Phenomenology allowed the researcher to view the self-observed actions of her own life 
in others as it relates the financial lack and the paradigms that are attached to it while 
living a Christian life. Because the researcher has lived the life of financial lack as a 
Christian, she can recognized the actions that exist in the Bailey Advocacy Group that 
promulgated poor financial stewardship. Interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA) 
is to explore in detail how participants make sense of their personal and social worlds. 
The main currencies for an IPA study are the meanings, particular experiences, events, 
and states hold for participants.^^ The approach is phenomenological in that it involves 
detailed examination of the participant’s world as the approach explores personal 
experience and is concerned with an individual’s personal perception or account of an 

»ibid., 171. 

54lbid., 154. 

^^Jonathan A. Smith and Mike Osborn, Qualitative Psychology (London, UK; SAGE Publications 
INC., 2007), 53. 
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object or event, as opposed to an attempt to produce an objective statement of the object 
or event itself.^® At the same time, IPA also emphasizes that the research exercise is a 
dynamic process with an active role for the researcher in that process. 

Prosperity in the Kingdom of God does not answer to fasting, nor does it answer to 
prayer, or the prayer of agreement as it only answers to our understanding and practice of 
covenant details aligned in biblical stewardship.^^ 

Observing the actions of the Bailey Advocacy Group in how they handled 
financial matters is disturbing, especially when it came down to utilizing payday loans 
which carried high interest rates and take away from what the member of Bailey 
Advocacy Group takes home from their original paycheck. There is a proven way to 
ensure financial success through stewarding what God provided to humankind. 
Furthermore, when we, as stewards, live under the guidelines of the covenant, we are 
prosperous and capable of being a blessing to others. Many observers have written that 
the financial crisis affecting the church and Christians is at the heart a spiritual crisis. 
Robert Wuthnow describes the fiscal woes of the church as only symptoms of the real 
issue of this spiritual crisis.Churches can save themselves from the crisis by focusing 


“Ibid. 

“Ibid. 


^®David O. Oyedepo, Understanding Financial Stewardship (Lagos, Nigeria: Dominion 
Publishing House, 2005), 23. 

^®RonaId Vallet and Charles E. Zech, The Mainline Church's Funding Crisis (Grand Rapids, MI: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1995), 57-60. 

“Robert Wuthnow, The Crisis in the Churches: Spiritual Malaise, Fiscal Woe (Oxford, NY: 
Oxford University Press, 1997), 12. 
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on the meaning of stewardship and pastors can actively preach on stewardship and tying 
faith to works. 

Using phenomenology the researcher explored the habits of the Bailey Advocacy 
Group and their understanding and knowledge on financial stewardship. Analyzing with 
phenomenological methods allowed for the utilization of reflection.That is, the process 
of turning attention to lived previous experiences in an attempt to focus on the 
processes.Because financial lack in the lives of the Bailey Advocacy Group is a lived 
experience, utilizing reflection as an analytic method is beneficial. A simplified version 
of the Stevick-ColaizziKeen method can be beneficial and is outlined as follows: 

• Describe certain personal experiences with the phenomenon 

• Develop a list of significant statements 

• Take the significant statements and group them into larger units of 
information called themes 

• Write a description of what the participant in the study experienced with the 
phenomenon 


®‘Ibid. 


®^Frederick J. Wertz, et al., Five Ways of Doing Qualitative Analysis: Phenomenological 
Psychology, Grounded Theory, Discourse Analysis, Narrative Research and Intuitive Inquiry (New York, 
NY: The Guilford Press, 2011) 91. 


“Ibid. 
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• Write a description of how the experienced happened 

• Write a composite description of the phenomenon incorporating both the 
textual and structural descriptions.^"^ 


®^John W. Creswell, Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing among Five Approaches, 
2nd ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications Inc., 2007), 159. 
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Coding 

Coding is a way to analyze qualitative data.®^ A code in qualitative inquiry is most 
often a short phase that symbolically assigns a summative, salient, essence-capturing, 
and/or evocative attribute for a portion of language based on visual data.^^ The data can 
consist of interview transcripts, participant observation field notes, journals, documents, 
drawings, email correspondence and so on.^’ The portion of data to be coded during the 
first cycle coding processes can range from a single word to an entire page.^^ In the 
second cycle coding processes, the portions can be the exact same units, longer passages 
and even the reconfiguration of the codes themselves.Charmaz (2001) describes coding 
as the critical link between data collection and the explanation of meaning. 

The majority of qualitative researchers code their data both during and after 
collection as an analytic tactic for coding is analysis.A researcher can code for patterns, 
code for examples, code based upon a particular word, or phrase or any attribute that the 
researcher believes can assist in establishing themes. Coding according to themes is 
beneficial for the researcher that utilizes phenomenology as the analytical method. To 

®^Johnny Saldana, The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE 
Publications INC. 2013), 2. 

“Ibid., 3. 

“Ibid. 

“Ibid. 

“Ibid. 

’<>Ibid. 


’‘Ibid., 8. 
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van Manen, themes are interpretative, insightful discoveries that are written attempts to 
get at the notions of data to make sense of them and to give them shape.This approach 
is helpful to the researcher who follows the phenomenological method. Overall, a theme 
is the form in capturing a phenomenon one tries to understand, but the collective set of 
researcher generated themes is not intended for systematic analysis. Themes are only 
fasteners or threads around which the phenomenological description is facilitated”.^^ 
Theming the data is appropriate for qualitative studies, and especially for 
phenomenology, and exploring a participant’s psychological world of beliefs, constructs, 
identity development and emotional experiences.^^ One of the methods of coding that the 
researcher will use is that of Vivo Coding. Vivo coding is typically labeled as literal 
coding or verbatim coding.Vivo’s root meaning is in that which is alive and as a code 
refers to a word or short phase from the actual language found in qualitative data record. 
The term is used by the participants themselves.Vivo is good for studies to honor the 
participant’s voice.The coding technique was beneficial for analyzing data presented 
by participants associated with the research surrounding biblical financial stewardship 
principles and applications for the Bailey Advocacy Group. 


’^Ibid., 176. 
’%id. 
’^Ibid., 91. 
’%id. 


’’Ibid. 
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Another method of coding that adds value to the researcher is the holistic coding 
method.’^ Holistic coding is an attempt to grasp basic themes or issues in the data by 
absorbing them as a whole, rather than analyzing them line by line.^^ Holistic data is 
appropriate when the researcher already has a general idea of what to investigate in the 
data.Additionally, causation coding is pertinent to phenomenology. The goal of 
causation coding is to locate, extract, and/or infer casual beliefs from qualitative data 
such as interview transcripts, participant observation and written survey responses.^' 
Causation coding has a central theme of attributions which is an expression of the way a 
person thinks about the relationship between a cause and an outcome. This is important 
for making a connection when it comes to understanding the relationship of financial lack 
and the Christian rights to prosper. Lastly, values coding is the application of codes onto 
qualitative data that reflect a participant’s values, attitudes and beliefs that represent his 
or her perspectives of world-view.*^ A value is the importance we attribute to ourselves, 
another person, idea or a thing.Value coding is applicable to interview transcripts.*^ 


™Ibid., 142. 
™Ibid. 
*%id., 142. 
•^‘Ibid., 163. 
'^^Ibid. 
»3lbid., 110. 
'^%id.. 111 . 
®5lbid. 
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The participants’ interviews, pre- and post-survey data came in narrative form. 
The information included journal entries from the researcher. The findings covered 
each group’s participating in the project. The researcher has included narratives from 
the surveys and the six training sessions. The pastors are a sub group of the 
participants. The researcher looked for trends from the pastors and included their 
comments in narrative form. Next, chapter five will cover the findings. 



CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 

The field research was created to address the need for greater awareness of 
kingdom principles of biblical financial stewardship in the lives of the Bailey Advocacy 
Group Bailey Advocacy Group. The Bailey Advocacy Group consisted of thirteen 
participants, two context associates and three family members that are located throughout 
the United States of America. The questions on the survey were sent to the researchers’ 
professional associates to determine if the questions met the intent of the study. The 
researcher made structural changes to the questions based upon her professional 
associates’ advice. After the changes were made by the researcher, the questions were 
sent back to the professional associates for review. 

When speaking of the Bailey Advocacy Group in the field research, this will only 
cover the thirteen participants. Qualitative research utilizing pre- and post-surveys, and 
interviews were used to gather data. The pre- and post- surveys consist of twenty-three 
questions on awareness of biblical financial stewardship. An analysis of the pre- and 
post-survey answers and themes that were identified are covered in the paper. Because 
the researcher was measuring awareness, phenomenology is the construct that was used 
to as the tool. 
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Phenomenology is the study of the development of human consciousness and self- 
awareness as a preface to or as a part of philosophy 3 The researcher included the results 
of the model, data collection method and data analysis through the coding process and 
outcomes. An analysis of interviews and themes conducted during the six training 
sessions is a part of the field research data. 

The six topics for the training sessions were as follows: Why financial lack exist 
in many African American Christian lives; The cross and financial prosperity; Covenant 
relationship and biblical stewardship (God and His children); God’s role in biblical 
financial stewardship and the Christian role, responsibility and accountability in biblical 
financial stewardship; What does biblical financial victory look like according to the 
Bible; Overcoming the odds through biblical financial stewardship principles and 
applications. Additionally, scholars’ views of the themes based on the field data were 
covered. The researcher assessment from the field research is a part of the paper and 
project implementation. 

The field research was set up as a pre-survey questionnaire, a six week training 
session and a post-survey questionnaire. Prior to the pre-survey, each participant was sent 
a confidentiality form and an informed consent form to sign to be a part of the field 
research. The survey was sent out to each participant. Three context associates were 
chosen, along with three family members and fourteen participants. After the six week 
training session, there were thirteen participants, two context associates and three family 

'“Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary” accessed November 2, 2014. http;//www.merriam- 
webster.com/dictionary/phenomenology. 
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members. The family members’ role was to determine if their experienee with lack of 
financial stewardship impacted them the same way that it impacted the researcher. The 
context associates were used to preview the survey questions and the training sessions 
prior to the survey and the training aids going to the thirteen participants. Moreover, the 
context associates were also used to preview the training aids to assist in determining if 
the topics were covered with accuracy and clarity. The confidentiality form is located in 
the appendix. 

The inform consent form sent to the Bailey Advocacy Group is located in the 
appendix. Hence, the pre-survey/post-survey questionnaire is located in the appendix. 

The demographics of the participants, context associates and the family members are 
located in a graph. The responses from the pre-survey are explored. The method utilized 
was the Semantic Differential Scale. The Semantic Differential survey is a technique 
developed in the 1950s to deal with emotions and feelings.^ Ifs based on the idea that 
people think dichotomously or in terms of polar opposites such as good-bad, right-wrong, 
strong-weak, etc.^ Utilizing the coding method, themes were formed by the participants 
during the pre-survey. 

This completed the review of the questions and they were sent to each participant 
context associate, and family member. The context associate played a different role than 
the Bailey Advocacy Group. 

^“Scales and Indexes, Chapter 6B,” aceessed November 2, 2014, http://www.google.com/url?sa= 
t&rct=j&q &esrc=s&source=web&cd=10&ved=0CGEQFjAJ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uky. 
edu%2F~kdbrad2%2FFDP656%2FHandouts%2FChapter6B.doc&ei=4XhWVKb4GJecygTl_oDwAQ&us 
g=AFQjCNHjW9Jllz5xpbYx7mrUyP0F2DFwvw. 


hbid. 
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The context associate’s role for the pre-survey was to validate the effectiveness of the 
questions and to provide feedback to the researcher on the pre-survey. 

Pre-Survey responses from family members 

The questions on the pre-survey were asked to the context associates, family 
members and the participants. Since phenomenological research is the construct for the 
researcher, the objective with the family members as a group was to determine if they 
experienced the same dynamics of lack as it relates to not having a sufficient amount in 
their early formative years and the lack of biblical financial stewardship teachings in their 
household. Based upon the responses from the family members participating in the pre¬ 
survey, two out of three experienced lack in their lives at an early age similar to the 
researcher. The family member that did not experience financial lack was due to their 
parents being taught biblical financial stewardship principles early in her parents’ 
marriage when they were in their early twenties. The two other family members 
experienced financial lack during the same time as the researcher. However, two out of 
the three became aware of biblical financial stewardship in their twenties and began to 
apply the principles. Hence, the third family member only learned about biblical financial 
stewardship within the last four years and more recently through the training sessions by 
the researcher. One of the keys that came out of the survey from the family members is 
that knowledge and awareness alone will not alleviate financial lack in a person’s life. An 
individual must apply the principles after they are made aware of them to gain the 
benefits of the awareness. There are other examples of young African Americans 
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experiencing what the researcher experienced in her formative years. Lazetta Rainey 

Braxton, African American, Founder/CEO Financial had these words to say. 

As the oldest child of teenage parents, I witnessed at an early age my parents’ 
struggle in managing their finances. Their jobs as a construction worker and 
factory seamstress offered minimal wages that resulted in paycheck-to-paycheck 
living and swelling credit balances at interest rates well above 20%. To relieve 
some of their financial burdens, I worked two jobs in high school while pursing 
academic and extracurricular achievement in the hope of attending a four-year 
college or university. During my teenage years, my parents did not share the 
details of their personal finances. However, they were very clear on what they 
could or could not afford. The things I desired were mostly in the “could not 
afford” category. While I appreciated their struggle, I always wondered if their 
situation was a result of personal choices and/or a lack of financial knowledge to 
counteract the external factors that threatened their financial well-being. The 
minimal discussions on personal finances and the community’s silence on the 
black economic plight fueled my interest in these matters and my desire to 
become the change I sought for my parents and others within my community. As 
a result of my call to financial literacy and freedom, I have obtained 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in finance, worked at prominent financial 
institutions that served high-net-worth individuals and non-profits with large 
endowments, and founded a financial planning and investment management firm. 
The most significant lesson that I learned on my journey is that the best 
stewardship practices are readily available to those who are willing to follow God 
and receive instruction from sources that God has assigned to impart financial 
wisdom and knowledge"'^ 


Lazetta Rainey Braxton is in agreement with the researcher’s hypothesis that there 
is a lack of awareness of biblical financial stewardship in the African American 
community. She experienced lack at an early age when seeking to apply to colleges. This 
knowledge changed her destiny and she has made it a mission from God to educate or 
make African Americans aware of biblical financial stewardship. 


"^“The African American Lectionary, A Collaborative Project of the African American Pulpit and 
the American Baptist College of Nashville,” accessed November 2, 2014, http://www.theafricanamerican 
lectionary..org/PopupCulturalAid.asp?LRID=230. 
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The second question is has the family member been in financial lack after the 
individual made Jesus the Savior of their life. The answer was yes by all three. There was 
no theme established in the answer associated with the second question. One of the 
family members did not explain why she was in financial lack after accepting Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. This was the same family member that did not experience lack 
or was unaware of lack in her formative years because her parents were tithing Christians 
at an early age in their marriage. Shame appeared to be a detected behavior when 
discussing financial lack with family members. 

The third question dealt with the cause for financial lack after accepting Jesus 
Christ. Question two and three were similar in context. Question three dealt with the 
reason for financial lack after accepting Jesus. Coding is relevant here. Moreover, from a 
coding standpoint, not tithing was a theme for the family members that were in financial 
lack after they were made knowledgeable of biblical financial stewardship. Vivo coding 
is verbatim coding. The family members’ were, not tithing, or not always tithing, was a 
theme. “Not obeying God was also used by one family member. The researcher was 
capable of capturing the verbatim words from the family members by allowing them to 
write out the answers on the survey and interviewing the family members after they 
completed the survey. There was a delicate period when asking why a family member 
was not financial successful. 

The fourth question dealt with the understanding from a definition standpoint on 
biblical financial stewardship. Biblical financial stewardship was defined in the survey as 
the following: Biblical financial stewardship in its simplest form is managing God’s 
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finances that He has provide to us, in the manner in which God has laid out in the Bible. 
All three agreed with the definition in the survey, with no additions to it by placing an X 
in the slot for yes. 

The fifth question asked the individual to describe biblical financial stewardship. 
The purpose of the question was to invoke other ideas from the individual if theirs were 
different from the researcher. However, the family members did not differ from the 
example that the researcher gave but added that giving what we have earned to God and 
God is the provider of the money. 

The sixth question asked the family member to describe the environment in which 
they learned about biblical financial stewardship. The theme was at church. Holistic 
coding is an attempt to grasp basic themes or issues in the data by absorbing them as a 
whole.^ From a holistic coding perspective, the family members learned a very limited 
amount about biblical financial stewardship from a church. The level of their 
understanding only surrounded the tithes and offerings. Family members were told that 
God has asked them to pay their tithes and offerings. This appeared to come solely out of 
a responsibility rather than an act of love to God. Not tithing and giving offerings was 
easy to break when other obligations came up. For example, if a family member had 
another bill due or if they were lacking in other areas, it was easy for them not to tithe. 
The family members were not consistent tithers. 

The seventh question on the survey focused on describing the principles of 
biblical stewardship. The family members did not identify principles of biblical financial 


^Saldana, The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers, 142. 
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stewardship. However, the family used the idiom live within your means. This is not a 
biblical stewardship principle. Using idioms allowed the researcher to deduce that the 
family members were not aware of biblical financial principles in the context as a 
principle for biblical financial matters. An article by Patricia L. Dickson, Black 
Christians and the Myth of Prosperity Preaching, dated July 2014, makes an assumption 
that the preachers want the congregants’ money.^ True prosperity and biblical financial 
stewardship is wrapped in love and a desire to see the people of God prosper and be good 
stewards of the Kingdom of God’s finances to grow the Kingdom of God (multiply God’s 
assets). Patricia Dickson stated that financial education is a key to financial success. 
Biblical financial stewardship leads to prosperity which is given by God. There is a 
difference in financial wealth and biblical financial stewardship. However, the 
researcher’s family did not ascertain the principles of biblical financial stewardship, 
which led the researcher to conclude that there were lacking in this knowledge. 

The eighth question focused on describing ways to apply biblical financial 
stewardship. The seventh and the eighth questions allowed the researcher the opportunity 
to gage the levels of awareness and applicability of the financial principles. Two of the 
three family members did not describe ways to apply biblical financial stewardship and 
the third family member identified two ways to apply biblical financial stewardship such 
as paying your tithes and blessing the poor. 

The ninth and tenth questions of the survey focused on after a person accepted 
Jesus the Christ as Savior and the time that it took them to operate in biblical financial 

American Thinker,” Black Christians and the Myth of Prosperity Preaching, accessed November 2, 2014, 
http://www.americanthinker.eom/2014/07/black_christians_and_the_myth_of_prosperity_preaching.html#ixzz3HxMi 
m2bp. 
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stewardship. Two of the three family members did not operate in financial stewardship 
after they were made aware. The third began operating in it within two months after 
being taught, yet, none are consistent in applying the principles or operating in financial 
stewardship as designed by the Bible. 

The eleventh question focuses on the importance of biblical financial stewardship 
in the individual’s life today. All three felt that biblical financial stewardship was 
important in their lives. Each spoke on the relevance of the principles and all three related 
the importance of the principles in relation to God. The closer that a person is to God, the 
more they are apt to follow His principles. 

Question twelve centered on how a person’s race or sex plays a role in biblical 
financial stewardship. The family members agreed that race nor does sex play a part in 
following the principles of biblical financial stewardship. God is no respecter of person is 
the response from the family member that was taught biblical financial stewardship in her 
early twenties. 

Looking at the thirteenth question, the focus centered on why some African 
Americans Christians are prosperous and others are not. According to the earlier 
responses, a person’s neither sex nor race have to do with whether a Christian is 
prosperous. One of the respondents attributed Christians’ prosperity to their level of 
obedience to the word of God; therefore, if a Christian is not obeying the word of God, 
they will not be prosperous. Prosperity was linked to obedience. Another family 
respondent linked that some Christians are not prosperous to lack of belief in financial 
stewardship principles and the third tied the lack of prosperity to lacking wisdom. 
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Questions /oMrfeen and fifteen go together with the focus on the greatest benefits 
to tackle the financial woes of the church members and greatest issue facing African 
American Christians in their finances. The family member with the greatest financial 
challenges believes that the greatest benefit to the church and the church member is 
teachings on biblical financial principles. A second and third response was similar 
concerning more knowledge and obedience to the Word of God. The themes that were 
formed during this question centered on teaching and knowledge. This aligns with the 
potential solution by the researcher that teaching on these principles could lead to a more 
prosperous life for the Christian. 

The sixteenth question focused on what a Christian can do to enhance their 
financial wealth. Two out of three respondents’ responses were obeying God’s Word 
when it comes to finances and tithing. The third respondent focused on the individual 
need to work. 

The seventeenth and eighteen questions focus on the last time the family member 
received a class on biblical financial stewardship. Two of the family members received 
some form of biblical financial stewardship classes less than three years ago, whereas, 
one could not remember the last time that they received a class on biblical financial 
stewardship. 

Questions nineteen, twenty and twenty-one dealt with giving to the church and or 
paying tithes on a monthly basis. Two of the family members give something or tithe to 
the church on a regular basis; however, one does not. The consistent theme from a coding 
standpoint, value coding, is that all of the family members are aware that giving to the 
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church and tithing is the right thing to do; however, the commitment is to give is 
dependent on each person’s financial status at the time that the individual is being paid. 

Question twenty two was designed around if a person did not give to a church, did 
they give 10% or more to their community or a charitable organization. The majority did 
not give to organizations 10% or more outside of a church environment. 

Question twenty three allowed the participant to add information that they believe 
was relevant to biblical financial stewardship. A family member stated the following, “I 
feel that the state of financial stewardship in African American Church is in a real bad 
place because people are indoctrinated, falsely taught on a lot of principles and it disrupts 
their finances. A lot of people are trying to give so much money, keep up with their 
tithes, thinking to themselves that I am going to be in trouble if I don’t pay my tithes, etc., 
and the leaders sit back and see this and do nothing to correct it because they want the 
money, and many of the people struggling to give it really can’t afford to, yet, the pastor 
may be bringing in $60,000 or even more from another forty work week job”. 

Lack of knowledge in biblical financial stewardship was a major theme 
throughout the pre-surveys from family members. Moreover, from a holistic perspective, 
family members admitted to poor financial management as a large contributor to the 
financial bondage that they faced. A holistic coding theme that came out of the pre¬ 
survey was that family members were or had experience financial bondage for years due 
to not operating in the financial stewardship principles. The theme that came out the most 
was that if they were made aware of biblical financial stewardship, their financial 
situation would be much different and they would not have struggled in this area. From a 
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value standpoint, the family members believed that biblical financial stewardship was 
the right way to handle financial matters in today’s society. Another sub theme that came 
out of this was disobedience was the root cause after they were brought into the 
knowledge of God’s laws on financial matters such as tithing, blessing Israel, and leaving 
an inheritance for your children’s children. In all, the pre-survey validated that the lack of 
teaching on biblical financial stewardship had an impact on family members of the 
researcher at an early age. Their stories coincided with the researcher. 

Pre-Survey responses from context associates 

The context associates participated in the pre-survey. The context associates role 
as it relates to the pre-survey was to determine the effectiveness and suitability of the 
questions in relation to the participants’ awareness of biblical financial stewardship and 
to look at the construct of the questions and provide feedback. The context associates 
also were chosen due to their awareness of biblical financial stewardship principles and 
their utilization of the principles. From the context associates’ view point, some of the 
questions were redundant; however, the questions supported the quest to find out if the 
participants were made aware of biblical financial stewardship. Additionally, the context 
associates believed that the questions were thought provoking and could provide a 
catalyst for each participant to be honest if they are not living a prosperous life and to 
look at the word of God to determine where they are in error and correct the error. 
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Pre-Survey responses from the Bailey Advocacy Group 

The focused moved to the Bailey Advocacy Group participants. The pre-survey 
was given to the Bailey Advocacy Group to determine if they were aware of and 
practiced biblical financial stewardship. Six of the thirteen were consistent tithers, tithing 
to a church more than ninety percent of the time. All participants were African 
Americans professing Jesus as their savior. Six of the participants were males. Four of the 
males were pastors. Two of the pastors were consistent tithers. 

The response from the Bailey Advocacy Group on the first question in reference to 
hearing about biblical financial stewardship varied. Nine out of the thirteen had a very 
limited view around biblical financial stewardship. Two of the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group, were not aware of or heard of biblical financial stewardship, and one of 
those was a pastor. Two of the thirteen members of Bailey Advocacy Group attended 
churches that taught biblical financial stewardship from a holistic view. All of the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group that heard of biblical financial stewardship received 
the information from within a church environment. Most of the Bailey Advocacy Group 
participants understood biblical financial stewardship in the form of tithes and/or 
offerings only being given to the church. The researcher’s inference from the members 
of Bailey Advocacy Group was that the giving of tithes and offerings to the church is a 
command by God; although, all did not tithe. 

Reviewing question two, eight members of Bailey Advocacy Group did admit that 
they have experienced lack after their acceptance of Jesus as savior. However, none 
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sought to blame God for the lack in their finances. Only one pastor out of the four pastors 
has not been in financial lack after accepting Jesus as savior thirty four years ago. Two 
others have had some sort of lack and the fourth pastor has had some sort of financial 
difficulty, but did not call it lack. Some of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group 
attributed their lack due to the job market. Others attribute their difficult issues in the 
financial arena to poor decisions, not knowing how to budget, while others attributed it to 
not having enough. From a value coding perspective, members of Bailey Advocacy 
Group associated their economic plight with what was going on in the world financially. 
For example, when the stock market crashed during 2008, many African American 
Christians linked their financial failure during this time to the financial plight of America 
and members of the Bailey Advocacy Group did the same. Some members of the Bailey 
Advocacy Group looked to the job market to deliver them from the financial disaster. 

One attributed financial failure to lack of knowledge on how to handle finances. This 
particular member had cars repossessed, had to move in with family members and was 
behind on bills; however, this participant is not the only one that has experienced the 
above events. Some were not as forth coming when they answered this question. The 
researcher was aware that one of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group lived with 
relative for approximately nine months. Throughout the research, the researcher has 
found that the job market does not determine a Christian success and prosperity. 

Question three asks the members of Bailey Advocacy Group what attributed to 
financial lack in their lives. This question was more direct to get the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group to provide what were direct contributors to the lack that occurred in 
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their lives. One of the pastors stated that they lacked financial training and this was the 
same pastor who was unfamiliar with biblical financial stewardship. One of the members 
of Bailey Advocacy Group made the following statement, “If I knew, I would stop the 
pain of financial lack”. Another member of the Bailey Advocacy Group lived with 
offspring for a period of months, but did not classify this as being in financial lack; 
although, they were having financial issues and found it difficult to live on their own; 
therefore, when they moved out of their offspring’s home, they joined in with another 
couple to get a place to live. 

Some of the members of the Bailey Advocacy Group found it difficult to face or 
articulate that they were in financial lack, although the signs and symptoms were 
engulfing them. 

The fourth question on the survey pursued the knowledge of the members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group on biblical financial stewardship. A definition of stewardship 
was provided in the survey for the members to review and determine if they agreed with 
the definition in the survey. Most of the members agreed with the meaning defined, 
“Biblical Financial stewardship in its simplest form is managing God’s finances that He 
has provided to us, in the manner in which God laid out in the Bible”. One of the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group disagreed with the meaning and quoted Malachi 
3:10, another added to the meaning encompassing Deuteronomy 28, and the third did not 
have a clear understanding of the meaning. The three members that responded differently 
were in financial lack, due to owing financial institutions. 
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The fifth question allowed the members of Bailey Advocacy Group to describe in 
their own words what biblical financial stewardship meant to them. The key theme that 
came out of this question was total financial obedience to the word of God. A second 
theme that was garnered from the answers from the members of Bailey Advocacy Group 
was, managing all resources with honesty, integrity, and being responsible for God’s 
finances. The third was using what God has provided to further the kingdom of God. The 
researcher agrees with the themes that came out of the fifth question. 

The sixth question centered on the environment in which members learned about 
stewardship and their approximate age. 

Most of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group learned some form of biblical 
financial stewardship as an adult. However, this was typically in their later years. Two 
members learned when they were children from their parents and one of these is not 
struggling financially. The other is having some challenges due to choices that did not 
aligned with God’s way. 

The seventh and eighth questions work together. The members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group were provided an opportunity to expound on the principles of biblical 
financial stewardship and ways that they could apply them. The purpose of questions 
seven and eight helped to determine the members’ knowledge and applicability of 
stewardship. Five of the members described one or two principles of biblical financial 
stewardship; those principles were paying tithes and giving offerings, and alms. God 
owns everything and we are stewards. The other members did not name any principles of 
biblical financial stewardship. This led the researcher to the conclusion that the other 
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members of Bailey Advocacy Group were not familiar with the principles. Therefore, 
approximately 38% of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group could name and identify 
principles of financial stewardship during the pre-survey. Three out of the four pastors 
named a principle. Only four out of the members identified ways in which to apply the 
principles. One of the pastors believed that it was not the responsibility of the church to 
be responsible for providing for society. This was a different response that the researcher 
has not come in contact with. Most church pastors believe that the church should help to 
provide for the poor in the community, and not just the Christians. 

However, the key principle from Bailey Advocacy Group on applying the financial 
principles was centered on helping the poor or those in need. 

Survey questions nine and ten are geared to the members of Bailey Advocacy 
Group to identify the time it took for them to operate in biblical financial stewardship 
after they professed Jesus as savior. Most of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group are 
struggling with operating in biblical financial stewardship. Only two of the pastors 
immediately began operating in some form of biblical financial stewardship after 
professing Jesus as savior. Another pastor is not operating in it and a fourth started more 
than a year ago to operate in some form of biblical financial stewardship. Few members 
of Bailey Advocacy Group began operating in biblical financial stewardship after 
professing Jesus as savior. Some are struggling with this today. One of the comments by 
a member stated the following, “I understand the tithe, but most of us are where we are 
because our pastors or teachers were where they were. The enemy (Satan) does not want 
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us to know the real deal anyway, so we have been blind for years; I am not where I want 
to be, but I am not where I was”. 

One of the members stated that they were not applying the biblical financial 
principles and made the following statement, “Vision is affected by the past and rooted in 
the present...” One’s past experience of lack can affect how people see in the present and 
in the future. 

Question eleven speaks to the importance of biblical financial stewardship in the 
lives of Bailey Advocacy Group members today. All expressed that biblical financial 
stewardship was important. One of the members currently putting several of the 
principles to work stated the following, “The financial climate is changing so fast, doing 
it God’s way is important for the child of God.” An article that the researcher identified 
with is evidence that the financial climate is changing. The Yale University economist 
and Nobel Prize winner Robert Shiller has shown that the gap between stock prices and 
corporate earnings is now larger than it was in the previous pre-crisis periods: 2000 and 
2007.’ If markets were to return to their normal earning levels, the average stock market 
in the world should fall by about 30 percent.^ The norm for companies is now to be BBB- 
rated. In the United States, there are only three firms that still are AAA-rated: Johnson & 


^“Nasdaq,” Eight Reasons why a new global financial crisis could be on its way, accessed 
November 9, 2014, http://www.nasdaq.com/article/8-reasons-why-a-new-global-financial-crisis-could-be- 
on-the-way-cm383267#ixzz3IboQknvK. 
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Johnson, Exxon Mobil and Microsoft; however, there were 61 in 1982.^ God’s financial 
system has never collapsed. 

Question twelve puts God to the test to determine if the Bailey Advocacy Group 
believes that race or sex plays a role in operating successfully in biblical financial 
stewardship. This question will identify beliefs surrounding stewardship. Members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group agreed that race nor does sex have anything to do with the 
prosperity of an African American Christian. 

The thirteenth question on the pre-survey inquires why some African American 
Christians live prosperous lives and others do not. The answers varied from the members 
of Bailey Advocacy Group. One of the themes centered on some African American 
Christians who do not believe the word of God when it comes to their finances. Others 
attributed it to poor advice that the individual received from others on finances; and still 
others attribute it to fear and lack of faith. A person’s way of thinking can affect them 
from receiving from God and lack of knowledge has affected some from living a 
prosperous life. A summation from Bailey Advocacy Group members is lack of faith, 
belief, wrong thinking and lack of knowledge. 

The, fourteen and fifteen questions on the pre-survey center on the greatest 
benefits that help solve financial crisis and the greatest issues surrounding African 
American Christians. These questions look at financial lack from a broader perspective. 
Ten members stated that the answer to this were teachings on biblical financial 
stewardship. However, one of the members focused on budgetary knowledge and another 


dbid. 
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focused on conducting ministry for God. The greatest issues were summed up into the 
following matters, poverty mentality, lack of knowledge, lack of wisdom, lack of trusting 
God and lack of commitment to God. A lack of knowledge can impact a person’s 
financial matters and trust is a key component to walking in financial stewardship. 

The sixteenth question makes it personal and centers on an individual requirement 
to walk in financial wealth. Members of Bailey Advocacy Group listed the following 
things to do to improve their financial wealth: obey the word of God, become more 
knowledgeable in what God says about financial wealth, allow Jesus to be the provider, 
pray more about the assets that God has put in my charge and become faithful to God in 
tithes and offerings and learn God’s financial principles. 

Questions seventeen and eighteen go hand in hand and center on the last time the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group had classes on biblical financial stewardship or a 
message or training on the subject. Twenty three percent of the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group have never received any training, classes or messages on financial 
stewardship. The remainder received some form of teaching within the last fifteen years. 
The focus of the training-centered financial stewardship centered on tithes and offerings. 
Tithes and offerings were the magnitude of the training while other principals were 
lacking in the training. Many of the members spoke about budget management when 
covering financial stewardship. Only one member spoke on the spiritual aspect of 
financial stewardship. 

The answers for questions nineteen through twenty two involve the members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group acknowledging whether they give to a church, charity on a 
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consistent basis. These questions highlight the financial habits of Bailey Advocacy 
Group. The results are in line with some of the information found in the research. Most 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group do not give on a consistent basis. The majority 
members of Bailey Advoeacy Group give when it is convenient for them to God. Many 
have not made the connection that they are giving to God and not to the pastor. Many 
believe it is okay not to pay the tithes if you do not have it and a bill is due. Some believe 
that it is better to pay the bill and that God understands their situation. Members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group do not make the connection that they are in their situation due to their 
lack of knowledge or other reasons. The training program is due to bring light to the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group on how to walk in financial prosperity by becoming 
aware of God’s financial principles. 

The last question allowed the members of Bailey Advocacy Group to add any 
ideas or concepts that they thought were overlooked in the survey on financial 
stewardship. Only two of the members added comments. One of the commenters thought 
that a diseussion or a question on right thinking should have been added.. The second 
comment reinforced one of the themes by the researcher, that “being better managers of 
what God has given us charge over”. 

The researcher has analyzed the answers from the pre-survey from the members 
of Bailey Advocacy Group. Based upon responses from the survey, the members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group lack a holistic approach to biblical financial stewardship. 
Seeondly, many members of Bailey Advocacy Group are not applying the principles and 
are not knowledgeable of a wide range of the biblical financial stewardship principles. 
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Members of Bailey Advocacy Group apply a secular viewpoint on biblical financial 
stewardship. Members of Bailey Advocacy Group lack teachings from their church on 
the topic. Thirdly, members of Bailey Advocacy Group can benefit from teachings on 
biblical financial stewardship and its applicability. 

Responses on the six training sessions 

Next, we will discuss the six training sessions given to Bailey Advocacy Group 
on biblical financial stewardship. The context associates role was to review the training 
aids and provide constructive information on the training aids. Bailey Advocacy Group 
would review the training aids and the researcher would go over the training aids with 
Bailey Advocacy Group to bring awareness to the members of Bailey Advocacy Group. 

Training aid one was “Covenant Relationship and Biblical Stewardship; God and 
His children”. The purpose of the covenant relationship and biblical financial stewardship 
training was to provide for the trainee the beginning of biblical financial stewardship, 
and, to make the trainee aware of the initiator of it and why God instituted stewardship. 
Love was the underlying reason for the covenant that God made with man and a part of 
the covenant was biblical financial stewardship. Covenant is thus an interpersonal 
framework of trust, responsibilities, and benefits, with broad application to almost every 
human relationship from personal friendship to international trade agreements. In the 
Bible, covenant is also the most comprehensive concept covering an individual’s 

'^^Elwell, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible. 
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relationship to God4' God wanted humans to be a part of what He created for humankind 
on earth by giving humans the care of the earth. God instituted stewardship, as an act of 
love towards His children and stewardship is a test of humankind’s love towards God. A 
man does not decide to become a steward after he has been saved, nor after he begins to 
make good money; he is a steward—good or bad—when he becomes a Christian. Good 

stewards always multiply what God has put in their charges. 

The context associates’ comments surrounding the presentation was that the 
presentation should be in black and white and not color. This would allow the trainees to 
focus on the content rather than the colors and animation in the slides Moreover, one of 
my context associates wanted scripture text added to several of the parables in the 
presentation to give more credence of the stories to the word of God. 

Responses from the members of Bailey Advocacy Group on training aid one 
stated that it was an excellent introduction in biblically stewardship. Another comment 
was that there was information in training aid one that was never heard before. This 
statement came from a member of Bailey Advocacy Group that grew in the church. 
Members of Bailey Advocacy Group did not make the association of the covenant with 
stewardship. Many were unaware that the beginning of stewardship started with Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden. An analysis from the researcher on training aid one was 
that the members of Bailey Advocacy Group had a very limited view on biblical financial 
stewardship. The connection of why God gave stewardship was lacking among the group. 

“Ibid. 

“Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times, 1353. 
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Therefore, training aid one was beneficial for setting the precedence of biblical financial 
stewardship. The group was even less informed on the initiation of the covenant and that 
stewardship was an act of love. The overarching themes that came from the group were 
that training aid one was informative and thought provoking. Information in training aid 
one provided a foundation to greater awareness to the group. The information has made 
Bailey Advocacy Group aware of their responsibility in stewardship. In value coding, the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group held very casual attitudes towards their relationship 
to being a good stewardship. Being a good steward, for the majority of Bailey Advocacy 
Group, was an afterthought that has been brought to the forefront with training aid one. 

Training aid two was “The Cross and Biblical Financial Stewardship”. The 
purpose of the training was to tie the work of Jesus on the cross to stewardship. In this 
training, the trainee should gain the awareness that Jesus purchased back prosperity and 
everything that Adam lost in the Garden. Stewardship began in the Garden of Eden. And 
Jesus returned the benefits of stewardship back to humankind on the cross. Humankind is 
no longer bound to poverty and lack based upon the works of the cross. The training also 
emphasize that there can be no prosperity without the cross. Humankind cannot separate 
the cross from prosperity. To be prosperous and operate in biblical financial stewardship, 
humankind must accept the cross. No cross, no prosperity! 

Feedback from the context associates on training aid two was that the font was too 
small, and the layout on a few of slides do not pop or keep the attention of the reader. 
Another comment from the associates was, “This block of instructions/teaching was very 
informative”. One of the context associates thought that there should be additional Bible 
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scriptures with the text on six of the slides. Scriptural context were kept to a minimal in 
the slide presentation to provide an environment of teaching and awareness, but allowed 
for spiritual provocation through the comic scripts. 

Responses from the members of Bailey Advocacy Group that training aid two 
coincided with training aid one. Training aid two built upon training aid one and it was 
entertaining, not mundane. Some reflected on all they lost because they were careless 
concerning the things of God. Some came to the knowledge that God does not want us to 
be poor and that poverty is not God’s will for the Christian after the high price that was 
paid on the cross. It is an affront to Jesus if we do not live victorious in our finances and 
every part of life and biblical financial stewardship is just one area that we must lie 
victorious in. This has knocked down some sacred cows that wanted the Christian to 
believe that God wants a Christian poor. The former was an inference that the researcher 
picked up from the members of Bailey Advocacy Group. A member of Bailey Advocacy 
Group agreed with the context associates surrounding putting more scriptures in the 
presentations. A member of Bailey Advocacy Group responded, “For someone that has 
been in a traditional church setting all of their lives or since their new birth, it would open 
their eyes and hearts even more if you put in the scripture for your stand on this”. Again, 
the researcher did not put in Bible scriptures for every slide. However, the researcher has 
taken note of the comments from the context associates and the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group. 

There are some professing Christians that have a different view on prosperity. The 
prosperity preachers are telling us to get more for ourselves, but Jesus told us to get rid of 
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what we already have (Luke 12:33)d^ The prosperity preachers are telling us that God 
wants us to be rich, increased with goods, and have need of nothing, but the Lord Jesus 
said that those who are such make Him want to vomit (Revelation 3:16-17).'"^ The root of 
handling what God has provided to the people of God the way God has designed it comes 
from an act of love. Obeying and being good stewards is rooted in love. Money without 
living an obedient life in Jesus or said in a different vain, money without a mission is not 
biblical financial stewardship. The cross points the way to God’s love for humankind to 
share with us and to pay a ransom for us to be brought back into fellowship with the 
Creator. Everything God did was based on the love of God for humankind. 

Other responses from Bailey Advocacy Group “Jesus died to give us freedom 
from the bondage of debt and I did not know about believing God for debt freedom or 
just praying and asking God for something debt free”. This was a revelation to Bailey 
Advocacy Group. The resounding theme from Bailey Advocacy Group was, “1 never 
thought about trusting God for purchasing things without debt”. For some, it is 
difficult to believe that the works on the cross also cross over into biblical financial 
stewardship. The researcher analysis of the responses from Bailey Advocacy Group is 
that some African American Christians have not made the connection of the cross to 
other areas of their lives. Some have relegated the cross only for the atonement in the 
saving of the soul instead of complete atonement, spirit, soul, body, finances etc... 
Therefore, God has been only used in the area which deals with the saving of the soul. 

'^“Prosperity Preachers and Financial Gain,” accessed November 10, 2014, http;//www. 
puregospeltruth.com/prosperity-preachers-and-financial-gain—does-god-want-you-to-be-rich.html; 

'%id. 
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This teaching has opened the eyes of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group on God’s 
atoning grace even in the financial area. 

Moving to training aid three, the researcher topic is, “God’s role in biblical 
financial stewardship and the Christian role, responsibility and accountability in biblical 
financial stewardship”. The purpose of this training aid is to lay out the responsibilities of 
biblical stewardship as outline in the Bible. This training was developed to look at both. 
“One more revival - only one more - is needed, the revival of Christian Stewardship, the 
consecration of the money power to God. When that revival comes, the kingdom of God 
will come in one day” by Horace Bushnell. The comment was entertaining, but may be a 
fact for some Christians. God provides all things for the creation. God made all things for 
humankind to enjoy. The researcher makes a proclamation that God has done His part. 
Humankind’s part when it comes to stewardship: bless Israel, leave an inheritance for 
your children’s children, owe no man but to love him, manage all of the assets that God 
gives according to the Bible, bless the poor, bless the widow, tithes, give offerings etc. 
The researcher asserts that humankind is still figuring out their part when it comes to 
financial stewardship. 

Context associates replies to training aid three that some of the font was too small 
for the readers, otherwise, the presentation provided a lot of thought provoking, things 
were laid out through the Holy Spirit, great job! There were no other comments from the 
context associates. Therefore, let’s look at the feedback from the members of Bailey 


Advocacy Group. 
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Replies from the members of Bailey Advocacy Group were very enlightening. 
Many of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group admitted to not being aware about 
giving to Israel or blessing Israel. However, this was not the only revelation, as leaving 
an inheritance to your children’s children was foreign to some as a concept. In general, 
Bailey Advocacy Group was familiar with blessing the poor, but was less familiar with 
blessing the widow, staying out of debt. The researcher makes an inference that the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group were very limited in their understanding of biblical 
financial stewardship. The preponderance of their focus and knowledge was on tithes and 
offerings. The teaching that they received from their churches was on tithes and 
offerings. Everyone does not believe in tithing. Some Christian named organizations do 
not believe in the tithe. To some, the tithe is illegal, as God never authorized Christian 
leaders to take a tithe from God’s people so one will not find the modern church tithe 
authorized in the Old Covenant, nor in the New Covenant. The World Wide Church of 
God abandoned the tithe as un-scriptural and donations dropped 30 per cent in the first 
year.^^ The Jehovah's Witnesses, among leading tithing denominations, has since stop 
practice tithing.^’ From the research, we see that all Christians do not see the tithe as a 
biblical mandate from God. According to others who oppose tithing, Malachi 3:10 does 
not mean that individuals today should send money as a tithe to churches, and to health- 


'^“The Tithe is Illegal,” accessed November 10, 2014, http://www.tentmaker.org/books 
/TheTitheisIllegal.html. 

'%id. 

'^Ibid. 
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wealth-prosperity gospel preachers, and then God will pour out blessings on the givers.'^ 
The prosperity gospel proponents use several Bible verses as hooks to catch the poor, 
uneducated, greedy, and ignorant. 

This is not the only part of biblical financial stewardship that some do not hold as 
a requirement from God. Another one is blessing Israel. Denominations are divesting out 
of Israel due to their disagreement with Israel over political views and the handling of the 
Palestinians. The PC(USA), at the 221st General Assembly (2014), instruct the 
Presbyterian Foundation and the Board of Pensions of the PC(USA), to divest from 
Caterpillar, Inc., Hewlett-Packard, and Motorola Solutions, in accord with our church’s 
decades-long socially responsible investment (SRI) history, and not to reinvest in these 
companies until the Mission Responsibility Through Investment Committee of the 
PC(USA) is fully satisfied that product sales and services by these companies are no 
longer in conflict with our church investment policy.We declare our commitment to a 
two-state solution in which a secure and universally recognized State of Israel lives 
alongside a free, viable, and secure state for the Palestinian people. 

However, all of the members of the Bailey Advocacy Group agreed that tithing 
was a responsibility of each Christian. But, many were not familiar with blessing Israel. 

'^“Tithing”, accessed November 10, 2014, http://www.managinggodsmoney.com/mgm 
/tithing.php#3. 

'■’Ibid. 

^‘’“Open Letter,” An Open Letter of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), To our American Jewish 
Interfaith Partners, accessed November 10, 2014, https://www.pcusa.org/news/2014/6/26/open-letter- 
pcusa-us-our-american-jewish-partners/. 


2‘lbid. 
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One of the pastors familiar with blessing Israel believed that the government providing 
aid to Israel each year in the tune of three billion dollars was sufficient to his 
contribution. Others asked how they could bless Israel, but did not think about giving to 
Israel. 

Another area that few practiced was leaving an inheritance to your children’s 
children. Many were not knowledgeable in this biblical principle, although it is 
sometimes quoted in churches within the United States. However, the Bailey Advocacy 
Group was not aware of this in principle. Their focus centered on getting their needs and 
wants met by God. From the researcher’s view, the members of Bailey Advocacy Group 
were in lack, that the lack overshadowed what God expected out of them as Christians. 
The lack in their lives was talking louder than the Bible. However, one of the strong 
beliefs that came out of this training was that giving to the poor was a commandment 
from God and as Christians we must give to the poor. Many acknowledged that they gave 
to the poor. Some would give to the poor even if they did not always give their tithes. 

From the researcher view point, many members of Bailey Advocacy Group were 
learning new things when it came to biblical financial stewardship. They were 
appreciative of the information. Some recognized where they were falling short. Training 
aid three became a turning point for some to begin the process of operating in biblical 
stewardship. One of the pastors in the group asked the researcher to come to his/her 
church and teach on biblical financial stewardship. The group learned their 
responsibilities and God responsibilities in stewardship. The fourth training session 
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focused on why some African American Christians are prosperous and others are not 
prosperous. 

Thus far, the context associates have agreed with the topics that were chosen to 
make Bailey Advocacy Group aware of biblical financial stewardship. No changes or 
improvements were recommended by the context associates. Training aid four gets more 
into the issue at hand which is why some prosper and others do not. This training aid 
addresses one of the questions in the survey. This training aid is meant to bring answers 
to some of the questions as to why some do not prosper as outlined in the Bible. Let us 
address why some prosper first. 

First, know that God wants the children of God to prosper. According to Isaiah 
48:17, “Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy 
God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest 
go.^^ Another Bible scripture that comes to mind and that is often quoted is Psalm 35:27 
“Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say 
continually. Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his 
servant”.God has demonstrated on numerous occasions that seeing the children of God 
prosper is the delight of the Father. Jacob is an example of God prospering the children of 
God. Redemption is a part of Jesus purchase on the cross. Obedience and faith in the 
word of God lead to prosperity. Knowledge, understanding and adhering to the word of 
God bring prosperity. According to Isaiah 1:19, “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 

^^“God has Pleasure when Christians Prosper,” accessed November 10, 2014, http://www. 
jaysnell.org/Articles/pleasure.htm. 


23lbid. 
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eat the good of the land”. God made Abraham rieh. Abraham believed God and it was 
accounted as righteousness. One cannot obey what one does not know. The person that 
hears the word and obeys the word will be prosperous and live an abundant life. Trust 
and obeying God is a part of biblical financial stewardship. Let us review what God told 
the children of Israel. 

Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the 
judgments, which I command thee this day, to do them. 12 Wherefore it shall 
come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them, that the 
Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware 
unto thy fathers: 13 And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he 
will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy 
wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the 
land which he swore unto thy fathers to give thee (Deuteronomy 7: 11-13). 

The members of the Bailey Advocacy Group focused on why some African 
Americans do not prosper. The most prevalent reason was due to a lack of knowledge on 
how to walk in what God has promised. A lack of knowledge on stewardship principles 
kept many African American Christians from walking in prosperity. This line up with 
Hosea 4:6 which says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you 
have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being my priest. Since you have 
forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children (Hosea 4:6-7).” The 
problem statement aligns with this. According to the Bailey Advocacy Group, many are 
ignorant. Another reason given by Bailey Advocacy Group was not obeying the Bible in 
paying tithes and giving offering. Some confessed that they fail in this category. Others 
believe that not trusting in God is a part of not operating in prosperity. There is another 


reason brought up by several Bailey Advocacy Group members, which was purchasing 
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items at any cost and forgetting the obligations to God or putting them on a back burner. 
All of the reasons mentioned will cause a Christian not to be a good steward over what 
God has provided and can lead a person into financial lack. Others believe that the job 
market is the reason why African Americans Christians are in lack. The researcher does 
not agree with the last reason, lack of jobs. God is the provider of jobs. The researcher 
has experienced being financially blessed after losing a job. She stayed faithful to God, 
by trusting in Him, sowing a financial seed to Israel, blessing the poor, paying tithes, 
giving offerings and obeying God. Members of Bailey Advocacy Group are relying on 
the government and others to help bring them out. So, if anyone in the African American 
faith community wonders what is our challenge for this century, “Teach our people to be 
financially literate, not depending on others, not even the government, etc.”^"^ 

The fifth training aid is “What does Biblical Financial Stewardship Victory look 
like according to the Bible”. The members of Bailey Advocacy Group, family members 
and context associates stated that training five and six were the two best training aids. 
Training aid five focused on what does victory look like in the life of a believer in the 
financial realm. The researcher’s inference from the comments on training aid five, gave 
the members of Bailey Advocacy Group hope and encouragement. Many of the members 
of Bailey Advocacy Group never viewed a life without debt, which is one of the themes 
in the training aid. Debt freedom was a phantom thought to them. Debt freedom is a 
foreign idea to Bailey Advocacy Group, even to the context associates and family 

^^“Economic Justice/Financial Literacy Sunday,” accessed November 15, 2014, http://www.the 
africanamericanlectionary.org/PopupLectionaryReading.asp?LRlD=254. 
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members, because many are heavily bounded by debt. None have known a life without 
debt. Living a life of Jubilee is also foreign to Bailey Advocacy Group, the context 
associates and family members; however, all is possible. True freedom or liberty is to 
owe no man anything, but to love him. Bill Cosby and Alvin Poussaint stated the 
following, “People in debt are not fully free human beings. They are enslaved to the 
money they owe”.^^ 

Context associates learned a lot from this training aid. Although, there 
responsibility was to review training aids for accuracy and effectiveness; the context 
associates gave rave reviews on training aid five. The context associates learned a lot 
during this training aid. One was to be completely debt free. Another was how to live a 
life of complete liberation in the financial realm. A third concept was that money must 
always have a mission that lines up with God. The fourth concept that the context 
associates resonated with was “being an example to the world in the financial arena”. 
African American Christians look at the world as the standard for financial prosperity, 
but the world should be looking at the church as the example of a prosperous life. 
Responsible stewardship is too often under-discussed in African American Christianity.^^ 
“What is the big deal over borrowing money when the world seems to be in debt? The 
problem is just that—debt is part of the world’s system of finance. It’s a system devised 


^^DeForest B. Soanes Jr., Free: Breaking Free From Financial Slavery (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2011) 15. 


^^“Economic Justice/Financial Literacy Sunday,” 254. 
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by the devil to keep the Christian in bondage to the world”.The information presented 
in the training where new revelations or information that was buried under a lifestyle 
financial hardship and lack of knowledge. 

The members of the Bailey Advocacy Group believe that victory is possible for 
them if they obey the word of God. Some view the work to become victorious as a 
tedious effort when they look from where they are today. One of the members of the 
group stated the following, “I love the idea of complete freedom from debt. I also like 
living everyday like it’s a day of Jubilee. The look and feel of victory is good”. 
Deuteronomy 28 summed up the presentation according to another member. The 
researcher saw the turnaround in the members’ reference to their ability to believe that 
they could live victorious in their finances through the knowledge that they received in 
the training. 

The last training session is “Overcoming the odds through Biblical Financial 
Stewardship principles (We are on our way)”. The primary discussion in this training 
session was that God is the source, giving is essential, but love is the catalyst to 
overcoming the odds. Without love, we cannot trust God. Without trusting God, we will 
not have the faith to believe God. Without the faith, we will not obey God. Hence, love, 
trust, faith and obedience are the keys to overcoming the odds through Biblical financial 
stewardship. The foundation is God as the source of all things, and this must be settled in 
the believer’s heart. 


^’“How to Become Debt Free,” accessed November 15, 2014, http://www.kcm.org/real- 
help/article/how-become-debt-free. 
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In training aid six discovered that for many members of the Bailey Advocacy 
Group trust was lacking in God when it came to their finances. A theme among the group 
was that they trusted God for salvation, but looked to other avenues for their finances. 

Not one considered asking God to assist them in purchasing a house or car debt free. The 
context associates and family members shared the same outlook as the members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group when it came to trusting God to provide a house or car debt free. 
A holistic theme among the members of Bailey Advocacy Group, the context associates 
and family members was that they limited God in what He could do for them. The 
researcher also experienced this several years ago until she was taught how to trust God 
without placing any limits on her faith or trust in God. One of the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group made a profound statement, “Life is full of choices, love, trust, faith and 
obedience are choices”. The researcher tends to agree with the statement. African 
American Christians are making choices to believe and act on what they believe. True 
belief will lead a person to action. How can you tell if a person has love, trust, have faith, 
by their actions of obedience. 

Training aid six is closely akin to five. Without loving God and trusting God, a 
person cannot be victorious because they will not have the faith to obey God. The 
training aid hit home for many for members of Bailey Advocacy Group, context 
associate, family members and the researcher. 

In all, the training aids were considered insightful, thought provoking, revelatory 
and informative by the group. One pastor has asked that the researcher teach the 
information at his/her church. Others were thankful that they were a part of the training 
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and will begin putting some of the information they have learned to action. Bailey 
Advocacy Group admitted they were brought to a level of awareness that they were not 
taught surrounding stewardship and that others in the church need this type of 
information. The members of Bailey Advocacy Group did not equate their actions with 
disbelief on a conscious basis and lack of faith when it came to their finances. 

The members of the Bailey Advocacy Group were made aware of biblical 
financial stewardship principles. The researcher interviewed each member one on one 
which allowed for the member to be open to reference the training and areas that they 
were not knowledgeable on. The purpose of the training was to bring awareness and this 
was accomplished. There were no negative responses on the training conducted. 

The post-survey was given to each member of Bailey Advocacy Group after 
training session six. The post-survey covered the same questions as the pre-survey. The 
researcher has captured the themes from each of the questions from the post-survey. The 
researcher captures the difference responses where applicable between the pre-survey and 
the post-survey. 

Responses on the Post - Survey from the Bailey Advocacy Group 

The first question of the post-survey was, “Have you heard of Biblical Financial 
Stewardship?” All of the participants heard of biblical financial stewardship; whereas, 
during the pre-survey, only nine out of the thirteen had a limited view. All were made 
aware of biblical financial stewardship. This was a 30% increase from the pre-survey. As 
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far as the knowledge depth of biblical stewardship, all grew in the knowledge and 
awareness of biblical stewardship. 

The response to the second question stayed the same. However, some realized that 
the reason for the lack centered around lack of knowledge on the stewardship principles. 
During the pre-survey, the economic plight that hit the United States was a major 
contributing cause; however, during the post-survey, being a poor steward was added to 
why some were in lack after professing Jesus as their savior. 

During the pre-survey, the members of Bailey Advocacy Group attributed their 
lack of finances to not having a job and several said that they were not in lack although 
they were living with other relatives and friends until their financial situation improved. 
Some found it difficult to state that they were in financial lack during the pre-survey; 
however, during the post-survey, 54% attributed their financial lack to lack of knowledge 
in financial stewardship. Several members stated that they were not applying the biblical 
principles. The overarching theme was due to not knowing and applying the principles of 
financial stewardship, financial lack was prevalent in their lives. 

Question four during the post-survey focused on understanding the meaning of 
biblical financial stewardship. During the pre-survey, the majority of the members agreed 
with the researcher’s definition of biblical financial stewardship. Three did not agree. 
Conversely, during the post-survey, all members agreed on biblical financial stewardship 
as defined in the questionnaire. One of the members of the Bailey Advocacy Group asked 
the researcher to expound on it so that they would have a clearer understanding. The 
researcher deduced from the responses to question four that the members of Bailey 
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Advocacy Group gained more knowledge of biblical stewardship through the interviews 
and training sessions. 

Question five on the post-survey was designed to give the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group an opportunity to expound on the definition of biblical financial 
stewardship after they received the training. Only two of the thirteen responded with an 
addition to the definition provided by the researcher. Both responded with trust as a key 
denominator in the application of stewardship. A verbatim response from one member 
“God has made provisions for us if we trust in God, be good stewards, tithe and take it 
and multiply it”. Overall, the group holistic theme was, Christians should manage God’s 
finances the way that God has designed according to the word of God. Therefore, the 
researcher infers that the group was now aware of stewardship as God laid it out in the 
Word of God. 

The environment in which the members of Bailey Advocacy Group learned about 
financial stewardship included the training sessions that they received from the 
researcher. One commented that they actually saw how the researcher was flourishing in 
her life by applying the principles that were shared during the training sessions. A 
comment from another member “I have learned more in your six lessons than I did at my 
last church.” The researcher gathered from the responses that the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group’s knowledge were increasing. The field research allowed the researcher 
to see that the members of the group were making the connection to the rights in Christ 
based upon what Jesus paid for on the cross. Sin the past did not make the connection that 
Jesus paid for their prosperity and success. If Jesus paid for humankind to be delivered 
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and walk in abundance, the members of Bailey Advocacy Group do not need to live 
below the standards that Jesus paid the price for. 

Describing the principles of stewardship as outlined in question seven, was more 
expansive by Bailey Advocacy Group after the training sessions. Before the training 
sessions, many members of Bailey Advocacy Group would name one or two principles of 
stewardship. After the training, Bailey Advocacy Group was capable of identifying four 
or five principles. However, very few connected with giving to Israel or blessing Israel. 
Most identified with tithing, offering, giving to the poor, leaving an inheritance to your 
children’s children and owe no man anything. 

Question eight gave them an avenue to describe ways in which to apply the 
principles of biblical financial stewardship. During the pre-survey only 38% named a 
principle of biblical financial stewardship. Hence, after the training sessions, 85% were 
capable of naming and identifying some of the principles. Whereas, only during the pre¬ 
survey two financial principles were named; however, after the training sessions, seven 
principles were identified as stewardship principles by the members of Bailey Advocacy 
Group. The researcher inferred that the members of Bailey Advocacy Group have value 
for the information that was provided. Some of the members stated that they will begin 
utilizing some of the principles of financial stewardship since they have been made aware 
of the principles. 

Questions nine and ten were centered on understanding how long it took for the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group to operate in financial stewardship. This is a good 
question for a pre-survey, but is not as beneficial for a post-survey due to the eight weeks 
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between the pre-survey and the post-survey. This question has not allowed ample timing 
for the members of Bailey Advocacy Group to get through all of the training and operate 
in the principles. The timing between the end of the training sessions and the post-survey 
was approximately one week. However, two additional members of Bailey Advocacy 
Group stated that they will begin operating in it since they have been taught. This is a 
good question to ask the members in several months after the initial training sessions. 

During the pre-survey on question eleven, members of Bailey Advocacy Group 
agreed that stewardship is important. The responses on why it was important were weak. 
A few members gave reasons to the importance of it. Furthermore, during the post¬ 
survey, the importance of stewardship was more relevant than prior to the training 
session. Many of the members attributed the importance of stewardship and tied it to 
one’s prosperity and blessings. Most of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group desire to 
be a blessing so that they can bless others. Prior to the survey, many considered being 
prosperous so that they can end the financial lack in their lives, the difference now is so 
that they can be blessed and that they can bless others. 

Responses to question twelve surrounding race and sex as affecting operating 
completely in biblical financial stewardship has not changed in the post-survey. All 
agreed that neither sex nor race contributes to operating in biblical financial stewardship. 
God is not a respecter of a person. God is a just God and value one’s obedience to the 
standard outlined in the Bible. 

Let us see if some of the responses change in the post-survey for question thirteen 
on why some African American Christians prosper and others do not. During the pre- 
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survey, lack of faith in God for their finances was a resounding theme. During the post¬ 
survey over 54% attributed why some prosper and others do not to a lack of knowledge in 
biblical financial principles, while others believe it is a lack of faith and two did not know 
what caused some to prosper and others not to prosper. The Bible made a statement in 
reference to why God’s people perish. Perishing can occur in a number of areas, not only 
physically, but spiritually and in other areas that pertain to humankind. Hosea four 
answers this question, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou 
hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing 
thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.’’(Hosea 4:6) The 
researcher is in agreement with the word of God. Lack of knowledge in financial 
principles has left some African American Christians struggling and destitute. 

Questions fourteen and fifteen are addressed in unity. Both ask about the issues 
facing African American Churches and Christians in their finances. The answer was 
unanimous lack of biblical financial stewardship teaching occurring in the church during 
the post-survey, whereas during the pre-survey, ten out of thirteen stated lack of financial 
stewardship. Some believed that the church should begin to teach on stewardship, but 
cautioned that it is taboo to talk about money in the church. Members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group acknowledged that the in depth teaching on biblical stewardship is 
lacking in the church. Pastors are teaching on other things as pastors are begging 
members for money for the building funds, using church dinners to finance the ministry, 
raffle tickets, bingo and other devices instead of teaching stewardship principles. When it 
came to the greatest issue facing the African American Christian, there were two themes. 
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ignorance of the word of God and spending habits that are out of control. The African 
American is a 1 trillion dollar consumer in the United States. Lack of faith was the 
primary reason during the pre-survey for the individual Christian, during the post-survey, 
the answer changed to ignorance and spending habits. The researcher agrees with the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group that stated that ignorance has contributed to the 
African American Christian facing financial setbacks in their lives. 

Question sixteen placed the responsibility on the members of Bailey Advocacy 
Group to enhance their financial wealth. To increase their financial wealth, members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group replied that they should adapt financial principles, have a better 
relationship with God, and listen to God’s voice and stop buying things that they cannot 
afford. A few believed that they should learn how to invest more wisely. The answers 
that they provided during the pre-survey are similar to these that provided during the 
post-survey. This leads the researcher to infer that Bailey Advocacy Group is familiar 
with the causes of their lack and it is up to them to make the turn around. 

Questions seventeen and eighteen go together. The last time that the members of 
Bailey Advocacy Group received a message on stewardship was in September and 
October of 2014. Some of the members during the pre-survey were unaware of biblical 
financial stewardship and previous to the training from the researcher, never had a class 
on financial stewardship. Others received classes more than seven years ago and few 
received a class within the last two years. However, not one has received training on 
stewardship with the magnitude that was taught during the six week training session. 
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Therefore, the field research suggests that the researcher provided information on biblical 
financial stewardship that brought a greater level of depth to each member. 

Responses to questions nineteen through twenty two focuses on Bailey Advocacy 
Group giving a portion of their income to a church or charity on a consistent basis. In 
order to see the effect of the training, more time will be required. Further study in this 
area will be necessary. Though, one of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group 
committed to tithing once we completed the post-survey. The researcher cannot conclude 
that all of the members recognize that when they give to a church, bless Israel, and bless 
the poor or the widow that they are blessing God. This was a greater revelation to the 
researcher during the post-survey, that when we bless others, we are blessing God. 

Question twenty-three allowed each member to add any addition comments or 
questions pertaining to biblical financial stewardship. Some of the feedback was as 
follows; 

• The training was not in vain, God use you to help me understand biblical 
financial stewardship, I have never heard about stewardship and I have 
been associated with the church for over 38 years. 

• I was convicted about the lesson. 

• I think this is one of the most important things Christians can understand 
and follow God in. 

• Thank you for the project, thank you for selecting me; it’s made me a 
better steward over God’s money. 
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• This is a good project and hope you are able to connect with a lot of 
participants on this. 

• I learned a lot, it was good; I am going to put the tools that I’ve learned 
through the study to better my finances. 

• We as a people need to leave an inheritance and not a bill to our children, 
and give our children knowledge and clear understanding of financial 
stewardship. 

There were four pastors in the group and reviewing their feedback gave another 
perspective on awareness of biblical financial stewardship in the African American 
Christian community. All four pastors are of African American lineage. All four pastors 
are males. The pastors are from three different denominations (AME Zion, Church of 
God in Christ, Charismatic). The longevity of the pastors is from approximately five 
years as a pastor to more than thirty years as a pastor. One of the pastors never heard of 
biblical financial stewardship. 

The pastors stated that this teaching is needed in the African American Church. 
The pastors believed that the teaching is beneficial to the African American church 
community. One of the comments surrounded teaching and obeying. “Although this can 
and should be taught in the church, some will obey and some will not obey.” Each pastor 
received something out of the teaching that brought about greater revelation to them. 

Teaching and patience are needed when giving this type of message to 
parishioners. One of the comments from the pastors is that leaders can put their members 
into bondage if not taught as an act of love. 
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Overall, the pastors were accepting of the training sessions and they were 
scripturally sound. None of the pastors were operating in biblical financial stewardship 
from a holistic perspective. In this thesis, a holistic perspective is based on operating in 
ninety percent of the biblical principles surrounding stewardship. Two were operating in 
two aspects of biblical financial stewardship and the other two were not consistent. 

There was only one pastor that consistently operated in biblical financial 
stewardship and he exhibited the greatest level of understanding in it. He was the pastor 
that was taught from a child in the church that he grew up in. The others learned about it 
later on in their lives and practiced it for a short time but stopped after there was no 
physical change in their lives. After a while, he started back tithing and continues to 
tithes and gives offerings. Tithes and offerings are the very baseline for biblical financial 
stewardship. The others are inconsistent. People respond the way their leader responds. 
If this is not important to their leader, then, it is not important to the parishioners. 

In summation, the field research was enlightening. The members of the Bailey 
Advocacy Group were made aware of biblical financial stewardship. Due to the 
awareness, some have committed to begin to operate in biblical financial stewardship. 
The researcher’s hypothesis was that if the members of Bailey Advocacy Group were 
made aware of biblical financial stewardship, they would operate in it and it would lead 
them to financial prosperity. Not enough time has elapsed to determine the effect of 
operating in biblical financial stewardship. We are on our way, and several members 
have committed to operating in it. Time will tell. The next chapter covers the reflections 


and conclusions of the researcher. 



CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The purpose of this study was to determine if the members of the Bailey 
Advocacy Group were made aware of biblical financial stewardship, through training and 
discussion, would healthy financial actions and outcomes ensue. Successful integration of 
the principles by this group would have positive effects on the financial areas of their 
households. It would also benefit their churches and their communities. As a result the 
Bailey Advocacy Group could live up to their covenant rights as outlined in the Bible and 
increase the likelihood of their next generation claiming these benefits that were paid for 
on the cross. 

Prior to the study, the researcher’s view was that awareness of biblical financial 
stewardship was a missing component in the lives of the members of Bailey Advocacy 
Group. The research data proved this to be so. However, awareness without application 
can lead to financial failure for the members of the Advocacy Group. Upon reflection, 
application and action are both required to see the full benefits of the effectiveness of the 
training. Due to the six week timeframe, the application of the training sessions was not 
assessed or observed. 

One of the assumptions that the researcher had when considering the group was 
that everyone would be excited about receiving the information. Some were excited, 
while others were not so excited. Some took the information as an indictment on 
themselves. 
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Others saw the research as a means to help identify why they were always 
struggling financially. A second assumption from the researcher was that once the 
members of Bailey Advocacy Group received the training that they would apply it 
immediately, yet this was not the case. Few said they would immediately apply it. Most 
did however recognized that they needed to change and armed with the training 
information they indicated that they would look at ways to implement these practices so 
that they could become good stewards of God’s resources. A third assumption by the 
researcher was that every participant would look at how their actions or lack of actions 
have impacted their finances. All of the participants did not look at themselves initially. 
Some placed the blame on other factors. One of the most astonishing assumptions that the 
researcher made was that pastors knew as much or more than a regular layperson about 
financial stewardship. This was not so. Like many laypersons, the pastors in this study 
were untaught concerning the topic of biblical financial stewardship. 

The researcher recognizes to move from financial lack to more than enough in the 
financial area requires a life style change. Some of the participants’ debts will speak to 
them louder than the voice of God; therefore, the individual’s daily decisions and actions 
will decide the outcome of their success. Every positive decision made by the members 
of the Bailey Advocacy Group will move them closer to financial freedom and away 
from financial lack. The researcher also recognizes that each of the members of Bailey 
Advocacy Group adapt to information differently. 
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Some will make immediate changes to walk in what God has promised, others will 
casually move into financial prosperity based upon the teachings over time, and others 
will make a decision not to adhere to the information provided. Although, the researcher 
desires financial wealth for all, each individual will make their own choices. 

Some members of Bailey Advocacy Group required additional time to digest the 
information that was presented during the training sessions. More time is required to 
ensure that all members of the Group not only received the information, but are given 
enough time to digest and ponder it in order to allow for adaption to occur 
simultaneously. One advantage of conducting the training individually was the benefit 
that each had privacy. This allowed for participants to open up and talk about what led to 
their lack. Some admitted to being in the church for over twenty years and not hearing 
about biblical financial stewardship. The researcher is uncertain if participants would 
have been as transparent in a group environment. Training or teaching requires time, 
patience and love because without this trio, the audience may not be receptive to the 
message. 


Summary 

The research model only viewed financial lack and what it takes to walk in 
financial prosperity from an African American Christian perspective. This was 
problematic of the model due to the focus on one ethnic group. Although there is some 
cross pollination of different groups, the model did not speak on behalf of other ethnic 


groups. An area that was not touched in the model was young African American 
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Christians. Most of the participants in the group were between 45 and 60 years old. This 
does not lend itself to all pertinent age groups for a model. The answers or response may 
have been different or allowed for less congruency. 

The researcher should have defined financial lack better. A few participants said 
they were not in financial lack although they were living with relatives and relied on 
someone else to provide a place for them to live until they were capable of providing a 
place for themselves. Many of the participants enjoyed the training sessions, a classroom 
environment over a longer period of time, built with some activities surrounding financial 
stewardship would have added more credence and ownership and responsibility to the 
model. The model, with tangible requirements, would add greater training benefits. 

The researcher had participants from throughout the United States of America; 
this took a lot of extra time and resources getting the information out to each participant. 
All participants were not computer savvy and some did not have a computer so they 
required hard copies sent to them. This added a greater complexity to the model that 
would have been absent if everyone was located in the same area and were experienced 
in operating a computer with different programs at a higher level. 

The study showed an absence of information in the African American Christian 
community; this includes the Bailey Advocacy Group, when it comes to understanding 
biblical financial stewardship during the pre-survey. This was telling when one out of the 
four pastors never heard of the words and the remaining three had minimal knowledge of 


the principles and applications. 
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Typically, people only apply what they know and know to be true. 

The post survey data showed a greater understanding of biblical financial stewardship, 
principles and applications among Bailey Advocacy Group after the training sessions. 

Conclusion 

The researcher has a lot of work to do in this area when it comes to the African 
American Christian community. The training sessions would benefit the African 
American Christian community and members of Bailey Advocacy Group with additional 
topics and expansion on the covenant and the cross. There are laws of prosperity which 
every believer should stand on as outlined in the word of God.^ The lessons should be 
expounded upon and extended to allow for digestion to occur. This is a lot of 
information, especially when it came to Bailey Advocacy Group understanding the 
covenant and what occurred at the cross. The researcher spent a lot of time making the 
connection between the covenant and what Jesus did on the cross. Without the researcher 
training, some of the members of Bailey Advocacy Group would not have made the 
connection. Other teachings that could be a part of the training to the body of believers 
are confessions of faith, giving as praise offerings. 

This type of teaching is needed in the church as a whole and in the lives of 
African American Christians today. With the reduction in government aid in many social 

'Kenneth, Copeland, “77ze Laws of Prosperity' Kenneth Copeland Publications (Fort Worth, 
Texas, 1974), 9. 
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programs, the members of the Bailey Advocacy Group can add great value if they learn 
and apply the applications and principles and teach others to do so within the 
communities in which they live. The richest man, beside Jesus, to ever live was 
Solomon.^ He never lacked anything. There are applications and principles to follow. In 
the future, the researcher will take the information in the study and apply it to the widest 
church bases as possible and continue to apply the information learned in the research to 
her life. 


^Steven K. Scott, “The Richest Man that ever lived: King Solomon’s secrets to Success, Wealth 
and Happiness, WaterBooks Press (Colorado Springs, Colorado, 2006), 4. 
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Confidentiality, a trust of privacy or secrecy of communication and information, is 
special in a group therapy-training setting, and is the shared responsibility of all group 
members and their facilitator. 

Although a facilitator will not disclose participants’ communications or information 
except as provided by law or in other limited circumstances, participants’ 
communications and information are protected. Thus, this agreement is an attempt to 
provide you and fellow participants with as much confidentiality protection as possible. 

This shall include: 

• Not discussing any information pertaining to any participant with anyone (including my 
own family), roommates, significant others or any other person(s) not a part of this 
project. 

• Not reviewing any digital 

- CD 

Recorded from the participant (or any other psychodrama group) with one's own 
family, roommates, significant others, or any other person(s) not a participant of 
this project. 

• Not discussing any information pertaining to any group member in any place where it 
can be overheard by anyone not directly involved with the project. 

• I will not contact any individual or agency to get personal information about any 
participant. 

• I will not release any information, in writing or orally, regarding any group member to 
any person(s) or agencies. I understand that in extreme circumstances, such as medical 
emergencies, it may be necessary to release information to a health care giver without the 
participant’s consent. 

• I understand that violation of these confidentiality principals could potentially result in 
my termination as a facilitator/trainer and Lisa Bailey’s potential graduation or graduate 
candidate for the Doctor of Ministry degree at United Theological seminary. Further, 
breaching of confidentiality may subject me to civil or criminal liability. 

By my signature below, I indicate that I have read carefully and understand this 
Agreement and that I agree to its terms and conditions. 

Signature of Student_Date_ 


Signature of Instructor 


Date 
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INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT 
Biblical Financial Stewardship for the Bailey Advocacy Group (BAG) 

• Doctoral Candidate/Researcher: Lisa D. Bailey 

Ibailey 1 @ united.edu 

• Supporting Institution: United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio 
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Elvin Sadler 

desadler® united.edu 


Two-fold purpose of the study: 

1. To better understand how aware African American Christians are of biblical 
financial stewardship. 

2. To determine if African American Christians are knowledgeable of the biblical 
financial stewardship applications and principles and the importance of them. 

Do not hesitate to ask any questions about the study either before participating or during 
the time that you are being interviewed. Please note that your name will not be associated 
with the research findings. Only the researcher will know your identity as a participant. 
The researcher will share the findings with you before the project is finalized. 

I consent to having this interview tape recorded: yes_ no_. 


Demographic Information 


Aae: 30-40 

Gender: 

Female: 


41-50 


Male: 


51-60 

Christian: 

Yes 

No 

61-70 

African American/Black 

Yes 

No 


Phone or Email: 


Signature: 


Date: 
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PRE/POST SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 


Biblical Financial Stewardship in its simplest form is managing God’s finanees that 
He has provided to us, in the manner in which God has laid the format out in the 
Bible. 


1. Have you heard of Biblical Financial Stewardship? Yes_ No _ 

Explain. 

2. Have you been in financial lack after professing Jesus as your Lord in Savior? 
Explain. 

3. What would you attribute the cause to the financial lack in your life after 
accepting Jesus as your Lord and Savior? Explain. 

4. Does Biblical Einancial Stewardship have the same meaning to you as describe 

above? Yes_No_Explain if different. 

5. Describe what Biblical Einancial Stewardship means to you. 

6. Please describe the environment, if any, that you learned about Biblical Einancial 

Stewardship. I did not learn_ I did learn, what age were you? 

7. Describe the Principles of Biblical Einancial Stewardship. 

8. Please describe ways to apply Biblical Einancial Stewardship to today’s soeiety. 

9. After you professed Jesus as your Savior did you began operating in Biblical 
Einancial Stewardship? Explain. 

10. How long did it take you to operate in Biblical Einancial Stewardship after 
professing Jesus as Savior? Explain. 

11. Is Biblical Einancial Stewardship important in your life today? Explain. 

12. Does your race or sex have a role in operating completely in Biblical Einancial 
Stewardship in today’s soeiety? Explain. 

13. Why do some African American Christians live a financially prosperous life and 
other African American Christians do not? Explain. 

14. What can be the greatest benefit to the African American Church today to solve 
the financial woes of the church and their members? Explain. 
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15. What is the greatest issue facing African American Christians in their finances? 
Explain. 

16. What can you do to enhance your financial wealth? Explain. 

17. When was the last time you had classes or training on Biblical Einancial 
Stewardship 

18. When was the last message, training, session that you had on Biblical Einancial 
Stewardship? Give approximate date and explain. 

19. Do you give something from your monthly income on a regular basis? Explain 

20. Do you give to a church on a regular basis (monthly)? Yes_ 

No_ 

Average % _Explain. 

21. Do you currently tithe (10% of gross) monthly to your church? Yes_No 


22. Do you currently give 10% on a monthly basis in another way? (i.e. friends, 
community) Explain. 

23. We are at the end of the interview. Is there anything you would like to add about: 
the importance or lack of importance of Biblical Einancial Stewardship for 
today’s African American Christians? 

Note: Do you have any additional ideas, thoughts or concepts about the Principle of 
Biblical Einancial Stewardship? 
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Bailey Advocacy Group 


Participants 

State 

Age 

Sex 

Tithing 

Offering 

Biblical Financial 

Stewardship 

Training 

Participant 1 

Texas 

60's 

F 

X 


X 

Participant 2 

Georgia 

50's 

M 

X 


X 

Participant 3 

Texas 

50's 

F 




Participant 4 

Tennessee 

60's 

M 

X 


X 

Participant 5 

Louisiana 

40's 

F 

X 


X 

Participant 6 

Oklahoma 

60's 

M 




Participant 7 

Kansas 

40's 

M 




Participant 8 

Maryland 

40's 

F 




Participant 19 

Florida 

50's 

M 




Participant 10 

Washington 

50's 

F 

X 


X 

Participant 11 

Ohio 

70's 

M 

X 


X 

Participant 12 

Florida 

40's 

F 




Participant 13 

Florida 

50's 

F 




Context 

Associate 1 

Maryland 

40's 

F 

X 


X 

Context 

Associate 2 

Texas 

50's 

F 

X 


X 

Family 1 

Florida 

50's 

F 




Family 2 

Florida 

50's 

F 




Family 3 

Florida 

30's 

F 












Participants in bold represents pastors who are a part of the group. 
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